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To the moſt Serene, and Siqreme Nurſing, 
Mother of the Holy Catholick Church, 
M AR Y, by tbe-Grace: of God, 
Queen of England, Scotland, France, 
aud Ircland.. 


Madam; 


Treaſury of the Church, was not on-"** :*- 
ly accepted, but allo commended by the 
Holy and: ever-blefked F ESUS, who is. 
Truth. it (elf; and prime Author of that - 
Truth, which under the Tatelage of your 
Majeſtie's truly Great , and- Glorious 
Name, this ſmall Treatiſe now--publickly 
ofters for the Good, and Eternal Wel- 
fare. of your Majeſtics. Subje&s, who can 
never be truly Happy. without embracing 
the. 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

the Truth of the Catholick, and Saving 
Faith of Chriſt. He, that will be happy 
in the end, ({ays Plato,) muſt lay hold 'on 

wh in the beginning ;' And that all yout 
Majeftie's" Proteſtant \ SubjeFr might attain 
£9) this Felicity, '1 am. certain, 1s Your 
Mjefttes -tri6ft 'Siricere and Gracious De-- 
fire ; and it is the ſole Deſign of this 
Book, wherein the Aurhor endeavours to 
un-deceive the People, who hitherto have 
been miſ-led mto Errours,. through the Ig- 
norance of fome,.., and the. Malice and 


\  Ararice of Others. Do 


Dread Soveraign, to doubt of Pardon 
for. the high Preſumption of this Dedicati- 
08 unto, your Sacred Majeſty by lo mean, 
and ſimple a Woman, as I am, were not 
only to doubt of your Superlative, well- 
known, | and reſplendent Goodneſs, but 
alſo to detra&t from the worth of a deſign 
ſo good init {clf, and ſo congruous to the 
| 7 : Chriſtian 


T he Epiſtle Dedecatory. 

Chriftian Fervonrs of your Great and No- 
oo . Md re Py _ 1d 
\ Wherefore, waving alt pmny Expreſs 
frons of that Beans [at-rate aff my 
Excufes into* Prayers: for your Majeſtie's 
Fn Life and Projperity,” and hnimbly be- 
ſech the God of Truth'tbiſend; -and'coh- 
tinue the Trne Religion amongſt Us, that 
the Stately Ship of your Majeſties King- 
dots 'and* Domittons may always bear 
the happy Badge of Caftor and Pollux ; I 
mean, a happy Conjundtion of Truth 
and Pease.-; And the Star of Facob 1o 
| guide the Courſe of our Royal Pylot 

(ZAMES, the Great, the Good, and Fuft,) 
through the rough Seas of thele latter 
Times, that He may fafely Land the 
Ship of our Commonwealth in the fair Ha- 
| ven of Tranquility by the Adiions of 
Peace and Proſperity ; and may ſettle the 


State of the Church on. thoſe Mountains 
of: 


T he Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

of Ararat, Grace and Glory, that by 
this Jacob's Ladder of Bleſſedneſs, God 
may always deſcend to LIs in the Bleſlings 
of Peace; And We at laſt aſcend to God 
by the Benefit of True Religion, which is, 
and will be ever the Cordial Wiſh, and 
Devout Prayer of 1 


Your Majeſtie's moſt Humble, 
_ _ - moſt Loyal, and 


K.C 


__ 
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To all Courteous and Nobly-diſpoſed 


PROTESTANTS, 


Noble and Generous Countrymen, | 
: Ature, Duty, Chriſtian Piety, have mmvited, 
*- urged, obliged me ( after T wenty Years ſearch m- 
to Religion) to propoſe unto you the Evangelical Truth ; 
which this little Treatiſe , here humbly Offered up 
at the Altar of your Favour, will doubtleſs diſcover un- 
to you 5 For therein you will find (if affettion overmuch 
dimm not the eye of Reaſon) a Richer Jewel, than any 
that comes from the Indies : The meſtimable Margarite, | 
I mean of the Goſpel ; that zs, the True, Divine, and 
ſaving Faith of Chrift. Which being but one, as here= 
after 1s convinced, how ſtuduſly the ſame ought to be 
ſearched out ; eſpecially m theſe our times, ſo Prarfal of 
oppoſite and contrary Religions, the worth of your $ ouls, 
the long Etermty of Joy, or of Sorrow, which we are 

tomnherit, cannot but dittate unto you. | 
Eſteem me n0t to brag, before you read, what 1 write : 
neither Arraign me as Gulty at the Bay of your Judge- 
a ments, 
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ments, nor paſs your Verdict upon me, till you have 
. well exanuned ( by werghing my Arguments in the tmpar-, 
tral Ballance of right Reaſon) whether Truth muſt 
Crown, or Errour Diſgrace, and caſt me. 1 crave not a 
mulde, but z juſt Cenſure. 1 fear not Reaſon, but Paſ- 
ſion : zot ſolid Learning, but partial AﬀeCction : 
not certain Knowledge, but prejudicate Opinions 
which the Tongues and Pens of your Educators and 
Teachers, by miſ-mformation, have ingendred in you. 
And therefore I adjure you by the Judgement-Seart of 
Chriſt, ( before which we are all one day to ſtand ) if you 
love your Souls, take not all for Truth, ( touching the 
Old Religion, commonly ftyld Papiltry) which ts 
delrvered unto you, by thoſe, who enjoy fair Women m 
| Rich Benifices ( o_ by your Fore-Fathers for chaſte 
Priefts) by. diſgracing, treading down, and keeping 
under this Religion. Which to be far other, than you 
are made to believe, the worth of your Progenitours 
cannot but aſſare you : Wi hom to have been earne #6 Pro- 
teflors of the fame, you cannot doubt, | 
For, if you but read your Chronicles : If you but 
look upom the Windows of your Churches : If you but 
reflett upon the Names of the ſame Churches, of divers 
Days of the Tear, of divers of your Culledges, upon the 
C'rofles every where erefied : Upon the multitude of 
Monafteries, Abbies, azd other Religious _— ; 
| | which 
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which heretofore flouriſhed im this Kingdom : Tou cannot 
doubt, but that your Noble Progemtors, almoſt for the 
ſpace of a thouſand Tears, were zealous Papilts. 
Caſt your Eyes then upon ther Wiſdom kzown by the 
Government, and Laws which they eſtabliſhed : upon 
their Prety, blazoned by the goodly Churches, by the 
ſtately Monaſteries, by the Renowned Colledges, 
which they Erefted and Endowed ; and Cenſure them 16t 
to have been ſo {tupid, ſo ungodly, that with ſo great 
Leal and Coſts, they would have embraced, honoured, and 
eftabliſhed Papiſtry ; had it been ſo abſurd, ſo angroun- 
ded, - ſo Huperititious and Idolatrous,and ſo dangerous 
to Princes and their States, as divers of your decerved, 
or deceiving Teachers do bear you in hand. Nether 
think your Neighbours, who live Papilts amongſt you, ſo 
blockiſh, that they would forſake the eaſie and fleſh-plea- 
{ing Religion of Luther, Calvin, aud other new 
Teachers, to embrace, with ſo great loſs and hazards, 
the auſtere Profeſſion of Papiſts ; if the ſame were 
ſuch, as you are made to believe. 

Let not then any prejudicate Cconceipts, defraud you 
of this fit Opportunityyto free your ſelves from the worſt of 
all miſtakzngs 3 and conſequently from the fruitleſs pangs of 

too late Repentance ; wherewith every one will be 
fearfully affiited, that departs this life culpably, mm a 
wrong and falſe Religion ; when the Judging Light of 

a 2 | Chriſt 
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Lhriſt, . ſhall /ay open to him, how naked he is, (through 
his own wremediable negligence ) of Divine Faith, 


of Heavenly Charity, and. of other Celeſtial Virtues. 


abſolutely neceſſary to Salvation, | 

But takg me not here to invite, or urge you to any Her- 
culian Labour ;_ to the tedious Reading, and difficile diſ- 
cuſſmg of the particular Controverlies about Faith” and 
Religion.now 22 queſtion among ſt Chriſtian People ; 
which few, I know, have leiſure, or means ; fewer Ca- 
pacity to look throughly unto, or ability to diſtunguiſh al- 
ways Light from Darkneſs, Truth from. Falſchood 
m them. But my Endeavour ts, to ſtr you up to a 
ſerious conſideration of certamm general Heads, and 
undenyable Truths, (whzch this little Treatiſe doth pre- 
ſent imto you ) caſte to be conceivd, yet powerful ta lay open 
even to mean Underſtandings, the aſſured Light of the 
True Goſpel of Chriſt, and the abſolute ncceſſity of 
admutting ſome ſure and un-erring Interpreter of God's 
Word, by- him ordained, and enabled to. delrver the 
right meaning thereof unto us in all Ages ; but eſpecially, 
when. Controverſies about Faith and Religion are rat- 
ſed : which Interpreter being once admitted of, and 
agreed upon, all other Controverlies about points of Be- 
lief,” will quickly be at an end ; Peace will be reſtored 


again to Chriſtians ; and nothing will remain for the ſe- 


curing of Souls conjoin d together in the Communion of 
| mm 
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Saints, but a ſtudious care; to decline from Evil, and 
to do Good, and. Induſsriouſly to inatate the Bleſſed Life 
of Chriſt. 

But further yet to faculitate this affair : be pleaſed to 
diſtinguiſh in the Belief of Catholicks (whom 1 often 
cali Papiſts,. to condeſcend to the Style of Proteſtants, 
fo. termang . them, for adhering in Religion, to the 
Pope ( Latme Papa, this word fugmfymg Father ) 
as the common Spiritual Father of Chrittians, and ſu- 
preme Paſtor of the Flock of Chrilt) be pleaſed, 1 ſay, 
to-. diſtrnguaſh in the Belief of Catholicks, Divine 
Faith from Humane : Ther Articles of Faith, from 
Humane Stories ; which many diftinguiſhmg- not 5 
and thereupen | perf! wading themſelves y- that Catho- 
licks with equal certainty and obligation- believe the one 
and the other, that is, their Articles of Faith, and: 
the Humane Stories, . which relate the Lives, Attions, 
and Miracles of-. certain Saints ; and..finding ſome of 
theſe to ve very ſtrange, and to ſavour (im their concett ) 
of fraudulent Fiftions-; take this to be a ſufficient War- 
rant for them to contemn Papiſtry, as a fooliſh, ungroun- 
ded, and fabulous Religion, and to repute Papilts 
mndiſcreetly credulous, and -plamly to be led im darkneſs 
and blindneſs. 

But theſe do much miſtake ; for the truth-is, that al- 
though all Catholicks be firiftly bound. to belteve thoſe 
points of Doctrine, which therr Church doth propoſe 


for - 
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for Articles of Faith, contained in the written word of 


God, or i the perpetual Tradition of the Church ; 
or deduced by General Councils, or by the Paſtors of 
the Church, out of God's Word, when Herelies are 
condemned : yet they are not bound to believe the Relations 
of particular Authors, concerning the ACtions and M1- 
racles of Saints, or other like things, farther then diſ- 
creet Prudence and Chriſtian Piety doth lead them ;, 
every Man being at liberty to weigh the worth and honeſty 
of the Relator, and the probability of the thing related, 
and then to believe, or not to believe, as Reaſon and 
Piety ſhall diftate unto him : Tet not forgetting, that 
God is admirable in his Saints : That His Wildom, 
Power, Juſtice, Mercy, and Sweetneſs, in Govern- 
ng the World, and in contriving and ordering the Af- 


fairs of Man's Salvation, is far above the reach of our 


weak Underſtanding ; T hat frequently there 1s leſs danger 
FL, believing too mnch, than im believing too little 5 and 
that there are- ſome as ſtrange things related m the Ho- 
ly Scriptures (at which Atheiſts do ſtumble) as are 
n the approved Hiſtories of the Church. 

Neither do Catholicks believe theſe Stories, and 
therr Articles of Faith, with one and the ſame cer- 
tamty : for theſe Stortes they believe meerly with Hu- 
mane Faith, for the Anthority of the Relators, who may 
Err, miſtake, or deceive : But their Articles of F ," 

they 
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The Preface: - 

they believe with Divine Faith, for God's Authority 
ſpeaking in bus Word, and by the ordinary DoCtors and 
Paſtors of his Church ; eng bound, under pain of for- 

eiting the Name of Catholicks,and of mcurring danmna- 
ble Sn, not to diſbelieve wittingly, any one of theſe Arti- 
cles ; all of them betng Divine Verities warranted for 
Truth by the Holy Ghoſt, who continually guideth and 
direfeth the Church mm her DoCtrine of Faith, as is 
bereafier ſhewed out of Gods Ward : And fo by dishe- 
lzevine ftubbornly the Articles of Faith which the 
Church profeſſeth, Hereſ1e is incurred ; which 1s. not 
mncurred by diſbelieving her Stores. 

Furthermore, if hereafter I affirm (not for want of. 
Charity, but forced by unanſwerable Arguments drawn 
from the word of Ged ) that the Followers of the Prote- 
{tant Religion, ſo dying, are not ſavd, take me to 
ſpeak of thoſe, who culpably prefer this Rel:gion before. 
the Catholick, or culpably dye therem, being, thereby 
deſtitute of that Fauth and Charity, which 1s of neceſſr-- 
ty required to Salvation, and nat of thoſe, who being. 
truly Baptiz,d, and brought up among Proteitants, have 
excuſable Ignorance of the Catholick Faith and Church, 
by reaſon either of ther tender Tears, or of their weak 
Capacities, or elſe of therr mean and rude Education ; 
for ſuch are ſecret Members of the Catholick Church ; 
and therefore if they depart this Life, cloathed with thoſe 
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Garments of Chriſt, with which he adorned them 
in the Sacrament of Paptiſm, not having fallen into 


mortal Sin, they ſhall certainly inherit the Kingdom of 


Heaven. | 

In which happineſs, none ſhall be Sharers, that paſs 
out of this Life deſtatute of” Divine Faith, whach 1 the 
Gift of God, (of which more hereafter ) or defiled with 
Mortal Sin; whzich i ſo called, becauſe 1t deſtroys 
the ſupernatural life of the Soul (recerved by Regene- 
ration zn Baptiſm ) con/iſting im Divine Fatth, and #- 
ther Celeſtial Virtues ; but eſpecially, im Santtifying 


Grace and divine Charity ; without which Drvine Cha- 


rity, nothing doth. avail to Salvation, -as the Apdltle 
teaches, 1 COr. 1. 12. 

Laſtly, becauſe divers Proteſtant T eachers endea- 
Tour to make their Followers believe, That the Fathers 
of the Primitive Church were Proteſtants, ſeeking 
thereby to Illuſtrate the Proteſtant-Religion ; that the 
greatneſs, and boldneſs of this Impoſture (pardon the 
Word, for I know not how otherwiſe to expreſs truly the 
dealing of theſe Men) may clearly appear ; 1 humbly 
treat all underſtanding Proteſtants (which know it 
not ) to take notice, That thoſe ancient Worthies, and 
Lights of the Church of Chriſt, were e:ther Monks, . 
or Founders of Monalitical Ditcipline ; or at leaſt, 
Approvers and Praiſers of the ſame. St. Anthony | 


was 
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wa; a Monk, and St. Athanaſtus bis Praiſer. St. Ba- 
fil the Great, a Monk, and the Founder of a Monaſti- 
cal Inſtitute, which zn the Eaſtern part of the World 
75 yet prattiſed. St. Gregory the Dryme, was a Monk : 
Sr. Chryſoſtom a Monk : St. Hierom a Monk : the 
Great St. Auguſtine the Founder of a Monaſtical courſe 
of Life : St. Martin a Monk : St. Benedict a Monk, 
and Founder of the Famous Order of Benedictine 
Monks,which does yet flouriſh in the Weſtern Church: 
St. Gregory the Great was a Monk ; and by the La- 
bours of Fourty Monks, did firſt plant Chriſtianity 
amongſt the Engliſh. Let any Man judge how likely, 


or how true it is, that theſe men were Proteſtants. 


Secondly, take notice, that theſe Ancient, and 
moſt Lea med Fathers were great Praiſers and Pratti- 
ſers-of auſtere and penttential works, conſiſting in fre- 
quent Prayer, = much watching, zz ſevere faſting, 


2» hard lodgings, m2 courſe and ſpare. Dyet, mn 


wearing of Hair-cloth, and the like. They ved fm- 
gle Lives. Many of them beſtowd their Wealth upon 
the Poor, and other Pius Uſes, and profeſſed Voluntary 
Poverty, following therem the counſel of Chriſt, given 
Macth. 19. 21. and = not only allowed of, but alſo 
moſt highly extolled the ns of perpetual Chaſti- 
ty, and V irginity, preferring the F far above Ma- 
trumony. Vere not theſe men then ſtrange Prote- 
ftants? b Thirdly, 
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The Prefare © 
Thirdly, Take notice, that theſe Ancient Worthies, 

_ even by the Confeſſwn of all Proteſtants, were Men 
_ of excellent Wits, of excellent Learning : If then 
they had found im the word of God ( as Proteſtants ſay 
| | they find) that only Faith does Juſtifie ; That Good 
E - Works are not meritorious : That in Warks of Grace 
Men have not Free-will : That they are not able to keep 
the Commandments : T hat it is not in the power of Man 
or Woman to live perpetually-chaſte : That Virginity 
1s not more pleaſung to God, than Matrimony : That 
| to give all to the Poor, to Faſt, Pray, and watch 
| much, and to undergo other Auſterities, aud morti- 
fications of the Body, doth not profit and inrich the 

Soul : That there 1s uo Purgatory, no Pennance to be 

done, no ſatisfaCtion to be made for Sin ; no puniſh- 

ment to be nflified upon the Faithful for them. after this 

Life. . 

F I ſay, the ancient Fathers had found theſe, and 
the lrke DoCtrines of Proteſtants i the $ criptures ( and 
why ſhould they not have found them there, if there they 
had been, they being ſo Wiſe, ſo Learned, and ſo indu- 1 
rious Searchers of the Word of God, as they were 2 ) | 
If there, I ſay, they had found theſe things, and had 
believed them as Proteſtants do"; they would have 1:- 
wed as Proteſtants do ; for why ſhould they not 2 
If theſe pleaſing Dottrines, which are heht and eaſe 
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Goſpel had as feelingly pierced, and as ftrongly poſ- 


ſeſſed the Hearts of thoſe Antients, as it did, and 


doth the Breaſts and Bowels of Luther, Zwinglius, 
Bucer, Peter Martyr, Calvin, Beza, and thetr Fol- 
lowers, the Teachers of the Proteſtant Religion ; 
they would, without all doubt, with theſe, have pre- 
ferred Pleaſures before Pennance ; Feaſting before Fa- 
{ting ; the delights of the Conjugal Life before the con- 
tinent ard {1ngle 5 And in aword, Riches, Honours, 
Pleaſures, before the labours and ſmart of a peniten- 
tial and mortified Life ; before voluntary poverty, 
and the vex1ng Attire of Hair-cloth, or elſe they had 
been mad: had they believed as moſt Proteſtants do, 
that ſuch Exerciſes as theſe are needleſs, fruitleſs, yea, 
and ſuperititious Toys. 

But the Truth is, -that thoſe ancient and ſhining 
Lamps of Wiſdom and Sanctity, did not believe as 
Proteſtants do, and therefore they l1v'd not as they do ; 
for they were otherwiſe inſtrufted im the School of Chriſt ; 
they read, and learned another Leſſon in his Drvine Goſ- 
pel, even the ſame that Papiſts now do, and therefore 
they mſtututed ther Lives, as they did ; and were in 
Very deed as much Proteſtants, as the Pope and his 
Prieſts and Fryers now are, and no more, moſt certain- 
ly ; unleſs we will have them to have been Sots and 
Mad-men. L b 2 = 


The Preface. | 
| to Fleſh and Blood, and the ſweet Liberty of the new 


' It a: douYen Proteſtant Miniſters now, ſhould CONt= 


ſoctate themſelves together ; and ſhaking off the Delights | 
of the World, ſhould apply themſetves fervently to much 
_ Prayer, Faſting,Watching, lying on hard Couches, 
Wearing of Haun-cloth, and ſuch other auſterittes of 


Body; and forbearing to marry, ſhould highly extol the 
ſingle Life, perpetual Chaſtity, axd ſhould exhort 


young Maidens, Noble Genelewomen, Princes 
Daughters, to the perpetual keeping of their V irgi- 
nity, and Conſecrating of : to God ; would they be held 
for ficere and well-grounded Proteſtants. ? 1 think-not. 


Nay,would they not preſently-be ſuſpetted for Papilts 2 No 
doubt but they would : the inſtutute of their Life plainly 
breathing Papiltry, and wholly ſwerving from the Be- 
lief and pratiiſe of Learned. Proteſtants. 


Let not then, my Noble and dear Countrymen, thenuſ- 
reports of ſome of your Teachers, ſo far prevail with 
you, as to make you believe (the better tokeep and quiet 
you in Proteſtantiſm, ) that the Fathers of the 
primitive Church were Proteſtants. For certarnly 
thoſe Bleſſed Servants of Chriſt were as far from being 
Proteſtants,as the moſt zealous of your Teachers are from 
being Papilts, yea, from being Monks or Fryers, and 


from tnſtituting their Lives, as thoſe Ancients did. If 


then you truly prize the Learning and SanCtity of the 
Prepicve Church and. Chriſtians, become of that Be- 
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lief winch their Lrves and. Praf@ices do-Preach mo you. 
If you think them ſaved, be-not ſo hatdy as to ſetk a 
new way to Heaven ;- for” the ſafety of Jour S ouls, T of 
greater moment, then ſo to be expoſed to haZard (being 
there can be but ane ſaving Faith, as my Tenth Cue- 
ſtion will make plam unto. you. ). Eternal -Glory es. not | 
eafily to be ſet ugon the Dice,. when you may take a ſe- 
cure way to it, Become then of the Conmunion of - 
that Church, which the Fathers /zved and dyed : 
that therem, ſeconding your Belief with a Virtuons Life, 
30u may aſſuredly attars to everlaſting Happineſs ; which 
1 cordially wiſhing uxto you; Try nfmitely rejotce, If 
theſe my Queſtions ( which  Inyw leave to your peru- 
ſal) ſball further, or: occafuon awe return to that Reli- 
910n, , which i bffuredly :leateth' thirher. > As- moſt cer-| 
tainly they wik (Gods Holy Grace vonentring.) if you - 
wil but attentively, axd with» zmpartial Eyes, read. 
them; c and not be ſhaffied-off-wath frevilous Anſwers ; 
os reſt ſisfyed; (xmilgus fedmy Himes folly 12 
futed 5 which you will never ſee, if you look well to their 
Fingers, who fball undertake the anſwering. of them. . 
Ana. ſo beſeeching God to profper your Reading ant -Medi- 
tation to his own Glory, and the Salvation of your Souls, © 
. T.remam wnfeignedly, - | Br | 

ne Ee A Well-wiſher of 


Your Eternal Felicity; | | | 
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Where was the Proteſtant Religion Be- 
'lieyd,; and Pratisd, the laſt five 


- hundred .years before Luther. 


Firſt Demand of  Prozefftavts, where, in. what Countries, 
| 'Provingss or Cities, was the Proteſtont Church and 
Religion, Extant and Praftis',,the laff five. hundred years, 
immediately before Laher's Revolt, from the Roman Church: 
Which he began in:the year 1517? Fir/7, To fay, that Chriſt 
for thoſe five hundred ta] no Jrue.Church,no Saving Faith 
and. Religion upon Earth,-is flatly againſt Dare! 2. 44. fore- 
telling, that the Kingdoni, that is, the Church of Chriſe, ſhould 
ftand-for ever 3, and. 7.v..14. That it ſhould Never be Cor- 
rypted : And:againſt Chriſt himſelf, afſuring us Marth. 16. 18. 

| That the Gates of Hell ſhould never prevail againſt his Church. 
Moreover, out of this Anſwer, it follows, that Chriſt was 
not the Saviour of the World. For if the World, had no 
means.of Sa{vation from him, for thoſe five hundred years : 


Such means it had not from him, the next five hundred years, - 
which paſſed before theſe : Which being granted, it will be 


bard, if not;;impoſiible, to prove, either. by Scripture or Rea- 
Joz, that for. the ſpace of. the next five hundred years, which 
* reach up to the times of the Apoſtles, the World from Chriſt 
had any true means of Salvation.” Andfo by this Anſwer, he 
will be wholly excluded, from being the Saviour of the World ; 
as, hereafter more clearly ſhall appear: 2 | | 
Secondly, . No underſtanding Preteftant will deny, that. the 
World was full of Chriſtians before © Luther began his new 
_ Preaching 
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Preaching; or that they then had, believ'd, and re-cited the. 
CREED of the 4poſtles. If then a Ciri/tian in thole times, had: 
been-preſs'd by a Few, Turk, or any other Infidel, to deny 


that. Article of his Creed,. I believe a Holy Catholick Church, 
a Communion of Saints : Wihether Might be, with a-ſafe Con- 
ſcience have deny'd it,. or no * afely. he might have de- 


nyd this Artide; ſafely: alfoihe migttt have; deny'd the. refh -- 
Ic _ that all theſe Articles, ſo,far forth as they are: the 


ObjeCt of Faith, are of equal: Touch-and: Certainty,: as is ma- 


nifeſt. For if one of them he.fale, what certainty: 1s there of ' 


the reſt ? But if he might not without daminable Sin; : and the 
high offence of God, have deny'd this Article, 2s doubtleſs he 
might.-not.; - then this Article, 'as welF as the eſt,. is 2 Divine 
Trath,, which we ought: to. bejieve, witt firm and Divine 
Faith :- And conſequently there was extznt in the World, be- 
fore Lather's ring, a Catholick Church; and a Communion 


Suznts :, That is,. 2-comman union or conjun&ion: of Sanfti- - 


fd People. 35; that - Church. ,Otherwiſe Ehriſtian People, 


could not: { ftriftly-have been oblig'd,. to believe that Article -- 


Eczthey . cannot be oblig'd to believe a 'Falſchood. Chrift 
{therria the Ages immediatly before Luther, began'to Preach, 


andinſtitute the Proteſtant Church and Rz1jgjon;) had on Earth - 


a. Catholick Church, and a Sanctify'd People therein, united 
together in: Faith and Religion, and in the participation. of his 
Divine Benefits. bare | | 

Which being ſo: What will Prote#ants Anſwer to my 
Qaeſtion? Will they grant,. as the Truthis ; that although 


the Proteſtant Church and Religion, were no where extantand ' 


in practice, the laſt five hundred years before Luther : ' Yet 
Thriſt had then, and in all former Ages,. a ſaving Fazth and 


Reliziou ? Bat then I muſt tell them firſt.; That if the Pro- * 


teſtant Religion and Church, were not then the Catho/irk Charch 
and ſaving Religiow-of Chriſt, it cannot prudently be thought, 
or poſſibly prov'd, tobe ſo now, Bur-rather all Diſcreet and 
Tadicious People, muſt hold it to be. a new Invention ; ſuch 


as the. Arrian,. or the Ne#orian Profeſſion was. See. 
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'Of which they can never'be grotmded 


Secondly, Trevaſt tell them, that That Reljoron, "which be- 


fore Lather's Innovation, wasa Sewing Rebigron., is fhill a Se 


wing Religion: For why ſhould it not, it Þeingthe Gme'that 
It _ > Which being granted; the Proje/tant Profefron can- 
not'bea Saving Religion: Becauſe thete cannot be twoStving = 
Religions extant at the ſame time, oppoſite and- contrary ionhc 
to another (as hereafter 'more c Thall appear) in* 


| that oge of them, Truſt of neceſſity be a Fulſe Religion, ahd 


(as from the pritne Sugpeſtor and Author) not frotn 


:God, but'fromthe enetny of mankind : Who will never in- 
vent and feta foot a Reljzion apt ro fave men in; 


Thirdly, Trradft tell them, that if in-all Ages before Lyther's - 
time, Chriſt on Earth had a Holy Church, and a Saving Reli- 
gion; as moſt certainly he had : The firſt Proteſtants did very 
”l, in forſaking her Communzen, and in raifing againſt Her 
ſuch Factionsand Tumuks, meerdy for Liberty:fake, as they 
have done;: Far this. breaking off, was_ not to, ſecure their 
Souls, (whatever they pretended, to have ſome=colonr of 


their I o but t6:enj&y mote Com? Liberty than thelong 
' 


ſettled Diſcipline-of that: Chi conld: bear; /antt fiow. 
And as ill do They, who ſtill maintain the ſame breach, and 
meer the ſame Holy Church, and faving Faith of Chriſt : 
Following New I-ventiohs'in Religion, tending to - Liberthy : 
rod \yſecure; that they are 
ſufficient to Salvation ; as this little Treatiſe doth make too 
too manifeſt, UT 74s HIHRSC ON OECD! CL POEE. 
Some Prareftants perchance, being loath to grant, that their 
Church and Religion, had no Being at: all upon Earth, for the 
laſt five hundred years before Lathey : And yet not able'to no- 
minate, with any colour of Truth, where-their Church then 
was, and where their Religion was beliey'd and: praQtis'd, 
{there being no Record, or foot-ſtep of theſe things extant in 
the World) will affirm, that for many Ages before I ther, 
their Church lay hidden underPupifry. But how do they know 
this? Doth the word of God; teach any ſuch thing ? If he 
B 2 Papiſt s 


_* cada habit 


the Conſciences of Prudent men.. But let. us paſs to the next. 


” 


ther then, I demand ; Who ſet him a work, 
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Papeiſti, which then liv did not know of any ſuch -thing :- 


or that there was.any ſuch-Church : How do- the Proteſtants, 
that now.live, know it? : -* | | | 


.. Certainly this: ſaying is! too too-.Childiſh,. and'fitter- for 


Idiots, or Mad-men, to make, then for men of Judgement : 


For thereby Anabaptiſts, Quakers, new Arriajzs, or any Other 
fooliſh Hereticks whatſoever, may pretend, that their Churches 
and Religions, were ever extantin all former Ages,.and ever in 


praCtice, in. the World,. even ſince the times of the dro .. 
4 1s '- , 


Than the which, what can be more ridiculous ? My fir” Q 
ſ#10n then,cannot be ſo Anſwer'd by Proteſtants, as may ſatisfy 
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Queſtion IL. 


-  f the Miſion of the-Ptoteſtant | Teachers, Obs not 
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'F ZLuther was;not;the figft Teacher. of the Proteſtant Relt- 
gion; (to whom did heimmediately ſucceed,. in the Qffice 
ok Leaching the. ſame,?:, If in this,Office,. he did-not ſucceeg 
to any.ether Door,  who;had.the ſame before;; (as moſt cer- 
tainly he did nor, for no ſuch former Teacher of the .Pro- 
teftant Religion, -can be nam'd ;). then clear it is, that Luther 
was the firlt Teacher of the-Proteſtapt Frith and Religion. Fur- 
0 Teach as.;he 


© 
did ?: God ? Orithe Enemy of God and oF Not God moſt 
certainly. | Iv 

x, Becauſe nothing can be ſaid, to juſtify: the * new Teach-- 
ing of Lather,, which may. not be: ſaid;- to-juſtify the. new 
Teaching: of Arizs,,.or of Neftorins; or of the. Anabapriſts and 
Grakers, gr of any other falle. Prophet and Heretick, that ever 
| was: 


I Luther was not: the firſt Teacher, of the Proteſtant- 
_- Religion; to whom did he immediately ſucceed, in 
. the Office of Teaching the ſame * Where alſo is treated 


. [5] 


was. Let Tryal be made, and- this will be found to be moſt. 
true. For by the {elf-ſame ways, by which Lather can prove 
himſelf, to come from God, any Hererick may prove- him- 
ſelf to come from God. Will Luther ſay that he had a 
private Inſtint from God ? That he ſaw, there was great 
need to Reform the Dof#rine of the Church? That the People 
and Princes, who follow'd him, gave him. Caliizg, and the 
like ? The ſelf-ſame might A4rius have faid'; the ſelt-ſlame may 
the Quakers, and Anabantifts lay ; and the ſelf-lame may any 
Falſe Teacher ay, that can get People to follow him. _ 

2. Becauſe it is certain, that Luther had no Calling, or Miſ- 
ſioz from God at all :: Without Calling and Mifion from whom, 
no man may take upon him the Office of Preaching, and of 
Paſturing the People of God 3 as is clear out of his Haly 
Word,. Rom. 10.15. Heb. 5.4. For he came not from God,. 
either by Ordinary, or by Extraordinary Myftox : And ſo he 
had no ſending from him at all. For God doth uſe no other - 
ſorts of ſending,. becauſe no other areft, to diſtinguiſh the 
True Preachers of God, from the Falſe Prophets of the Devil. 
For Calling and Miffiov, from Temporal Magiſtrates, from the 
Common People, or pretended from private InſtinQs, are 
agreeable, and common to Falſe Prophets, and Heretical Teach- 
ers: And ſome of theſe, for want of .better, when they are 
urg'd, they ever pretend :. But Ordinary, or Extraordinary 
Mfſion, they are never able to {hew. ' | | 

Extraordinary Miſſion God doth uſe, when he ſendeth any 
one to make notable Mutation about Religion. But then to 
aſſure the World,. that thoſe, whom He doth ſo ſend, do come 
indeed from him, he doth ever furniſh them; with the Gift 
of Heavenly Miracles. Which Gift is as it were His Broad- 
Seal ſet to their Commiſſion : Whereby they are eaſily diſtin- 
guiſh'd, from Falſe Prophets, and Heretical Teachers. 

| By this manner of Mito, God ſent Moſes and Aaron, and 

Chriſt 'and his Apoſtles, to-make thoſe Mutations and Additions 
about Religion, which they made ; furniſhing them with = 
Lhe | 31tt- 
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*Gift of Miracles, as is plain out of his Sacred Word. Which 
Gift was ſo neceſſary, even to the Bleſſed Son of God himſelf, 


notwithſtanding, the great San&tity of his Life, and Excel- 
lency of his Doctrine : e plain PrediQions of the {yr + Pro- - 
phets, and the weighty Teſtimony of St. Foh» the Baprift, 
that he affirmeth Fohn 15. 24. That if he had not done among [ 
the Jews, Works that no other had done, they ſhould not have 


finned ; Tn refufing Him for their Mg. 


Muſt Luther then (his Life and DoQtrine being ſuch as it 
was) be receiv'd as ſent from God, by Extraortinary Miſsion, 
to make {d great a change in Religion, as he did, without an 
Miracles at all ? Who will think 1o, but inconſiderate, blind, 
or mad-men ? 

But Note here by the way, a thing worth the obſerving : 
That thoſe, whom God doth ſend, by Extraordinary Miſsion, 
do never exclaim againſt the Church of God, and the Ordinary 
Paſtors thereof, which were before. their time, as _—_ 
they had err'd in matters of Faith, and abus'd and miſſled t 
People of God ; as appears by the 234. of St. Matthew : But 
this is ever the Property of Heretical Teachers, raisd up b 
the Devil, to ſeduce Souls; who always pretend , to Teac 
the Charch and People of God better than they were taught 


| before. And thereupon they cry out, that the Church and her 


Paſtors had Grievouſly Errd ; Till they, forſooth, came, and 
difſcover'd the True Light of the Goſpel. But how Falſe and 
Fond the proceeding of ſuch men is, will appear by that which 
follows in the ſequel of this Treatiſe. | 

By Ordinary Miſsion God doth ſend thoſe, who immediate- 
ly, or inthe time of Swcceſsi07 mediately, fucceed / by due 
Conſecration, and Anthorizing) in the Oilice of governing (in 
things Spiritual, and Paſturing-the People of God.) to them, 
who were ſent from him by Extraordinary Miſsion. In this 
manner the Prieſts of the Law of Moſes ſucceeding Aaron by 
Generation, Conſccration and Authorizing , had Ordinary Miſ- 
fon from God, during the time, that That Law was in force. 

And 
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And in-like- manner, the Paſtors and Doors of the Law of” 


Grace, ſucceeding to the Hpaſtles , by due Conſecration, and 
Authorizing, have Ordinary, Miſ5/0w from Gad, during the 
time,  thatthis Law is to be in force : Which is, even till the 
Day of Fudgement.- 

Which ſucceed, I ſay, to the 4po#les by due Conſecration 
and Authorizing, that is, by that Conſccration and Autho- 
riziag , which Chrift ordﬀaind, to confer Divine and Spi- 


ritual Power to- his- Paſtors. For this Power being a Di-- 


vine and Supernataral thing, a participation of the Power of 
Chriſt, and of Force and Efficacy to Bind and Looſe Souls, to 
Cleanſe them from Sin, and to Saruitifie them ; no Mortal man, 
though never ſo eminent in Temporal Magiſtr acy, is able to 


invent and ordain Means,- to give and impart the lame.” And 


therefore ſtrange and audacious, - was their attempt, who in 
the time of Edward the VI. invented a New Form to Conſe- 


crate Arch-Biſhops, Biſhops and Prieſts, and to Endue them with - 


Divine and Spiritual Power. But into this Errour they fell, by 
the fingular Providence of God, that. thereby Infnite Sacrt- 
ledges, and Abuſes of the Bleſſed Sacrament, might be avoid- 
ed : Which would have happen'd in This Kingdom, if Pro- 
teſtant Biſhops and Minifters, had been True Prieſtsindeed.. 
Out of this DoEtrine, which is moſt True, it clearly fol-- 
loweth, that neither Lather, nor any other Proteſtant Teacher 


whatſoever, had, or hath any Trae can or Mi/sio# from 
eo 


God at all. For manifeſt it is, that none of theſe Teachers had 


Extraordinary Miſsion from God : For they could never yet 
ſhew his Broad-Seal, which is the Gife of” Miracles. And as - 


manifeft it is, that they have: not Ordinary Mifs:az from him. 
For they cannot poſſibly extend the Line of their Succeſſion, 


beyond Luther 's time ; or Nominate any Rexk of Paſtors rea-- 
ching up, to the Apoſtles Times, to whom theſe men do ſuc-- 
ceed, in the Office of Teaching the Proteſtant Religion. Dan- 


gerous then: is the ſtate of all Prateftants ; : becauſe really, and 


1n very deed, they want True Paftors ſent from God. - - 
ut. - 
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But ſome will ſay, that the Caſe of Engliſh Proteflants is 


.not ſo bad ; becauſe they have Biſhops, who have Ordination 


from the Church of Rome.  Tanſwer. Firſt, That theſe their 
Biſhops, have indeed a certain ſhaddow of Ordination, but 
not the thingit ſelf ; becauſe in their Ord:ization, the- lame 
Matter and Form is not us'd, by which- Prieftly Power is-con- 
fer'd in the Rowan Church : But that which was Invented, in 
the.days of Edward the VL and Ratify'd in the time of Queen 
Elizabeth ; by which Divine-Power cannot be given. - 
"Secondly, I anſwer, that if theſe Expliſh- Prelates, were 
truly Biſhops and Prieſts indeed, yet this could nothing avail 
them, or their Followers : Becauſe this is not ſufficient to 


' True Miſsion from God ; in regard, that over and above this, 
_ trueFaculty and Authorizing, (from the Ordinary Paſtors, of 


the” Roman Church) to "Teach and Paſture the People of 
Chriſt , Succeſſion of Truth .in Dogmatical Points is of 
neceſſity requird, to Ordinary Miſsioz from God. Which 
Faculty and Authorizing, our Engliſh Biſhops wanting, they 
ſhould thereby be deſtitute of all True Mi/s:on from God, al- 
though they were indeed True Biſhops ; as it befell the Ar;ar 
and Ne#orian Biſhops and Prieſts : Which having True Ord:- 


- zatioz, and being Truly Biſhops and Prieſts, were. notwith- 


ſtanding deſtitute of all True Mſsion from God, being there- 
of depriv'd by God and his Church, in regard ot their Rebel- 
lion againſt the Church, and - of the falle Heretical Dofrine 
which they Taught. For Chriſt would have it to be in the 
Power of . the Paſtors of his Church, to deprive Falſe 
.Teachers of all Authority to Teach, and to expel them out of 
his Flock, that they might not ruine the Souls of his People: 

. Thirdly, T anſwer, That Proteflant Paſtors, cannot have 
True Miſsion trom the Roman Church, though ſhe would be- 
ſtow it upon them : Which ſhe would never do, unleſs they 
will become Catholicks, and will undertake the Teaching, and 
Re-planting of the Catholick Religion : Gods Grace and the 
care of their own Salvation, and of the Salvation of thoſe 
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numegrolts Flocks- of People, which follow them , drawing 
them to enterpriſe 10 Heroical and Divize a work. Whic 
point Tſhew thus. Either the Paſtors of the Roman Church, or 
the Paſtors of the Proteſtant Church, are Falſe Prophets, Falſe 
Teachers, Falſe Explicators of the Word of God, and of the 
Myſteries of Chriſt : This is evident ; for they cannot be both 
Orthodoxal Teachers, ſeeing they contradi&t one the other, 
about many of the Rincied Ankle of the Chriſtian Religion. 
 Tfthe Paſtors of the Roman Church be Falſe Prophets, and 

Heretical Teachers: They have no M:ſ5ioz from God them- 
{clves, being by him prohibited to Teach,_as all Falſe Pro- 
phets are : How then can they impart true and Divine Mi/- 
ſion to orhers ? But if the Paſtors of the Proteſtant Church, be 
Falſe Prophets, fallely Teaching, and Expounding the word 
of God, andthe Keligion and Myſteries of Chriſt ; then They 
are wholly incapable of True Mi/si0n, God himſelf prohibit- 
ing them to Teach,becauſe Falſe Doctrine in matters of Faith, 
doth tend to the ruine of Souls, as is clear out of the Word 
of God, Matth. 7. 15. And ſo the Roman Charch, if ſhe would, 
cannot give Proteſtant, Biſhops and Miniſters, True Mſsion 
and ſending from God. i- |: 4 Ge Hoe | FE 

Out of the Doctrine deliverd in this Queſtion, which is ſolid 
and true ; it clearly followeth, that the Proteſtant Religion, 
is not truly Apsſftolick, that'is, deſcending from .the Apoſtles, 
- and the ſame, that they Believ'd and Taught : Though it 
pleaſes the Teachers thereof, {ſo to ſtile it, to make it the more 
acceptable, to their folkowers : Even as bitter Pills are ſome- 
times Gilt with Gold, that they may the more eaſily be ſwal- 
low'd. The reaſon is, that this Religioz, doth not deſcend 
from the Apoſtles, by a continual Line, of Doors and Paſtors, 
one ſucceeding the other, in the Office of Teaching, and 
practiſing the Proteflant Religion ; which reacheth through 
all Ages, even up to the Apoſtles. | 

If any Proreffant will anſwer to this, that they eſteem not 
their Religion Apoſtolick , becauke it deſcendeth from the 

ET C Apoſtles, 
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Avo®lts, by Tach a/Line of 'Sueceſſorn: But beoauld it isſhapd 
out, according tothe Model of the Re/jzjon'of the Apoi#tys, 
expre{&d in the Word of God, 1{o near as tlie Founders and 


Shapers thereof, could gueſs. I reply firſt, that T will thei | 


grant, that the Proreffant Religion, way 'be tid Apaptoliok, 


in this Tenſe, when all Proreſtants ſhall be agreed among them- 


ſelves, which Se of theirs is beft: ſhap'd out, according to 
the Model, of the Apoftles Religion, exprels'd in the word of 


God, and cometh neareſt to the Purity thereof: That is,whe-- 


ther the Lutherans, tor the- Swinglians, or the Calvinifts, or 
the Anabaptifts, or the Quakers, or the new Arians,.or the 
Parliamentary Proteſtants,or the Puritans have ſhap'd out their 
Religion beſt, and neareft'to the Purity of the Apuftles times. 
But as they will neverbe agreed of this, the beſt:rule to guide 
them, in the work of ſhaping out Ret#z1o, being but the-pri- 
vate 'gueſs of this, 'or that Sei7-Maſter, or SecF': 'So IT ſhall 
never be tyed to grant'their Re/ig/onto be Apſtolick. 

Szondly, Taniwer; that according to this 'manner of pro- 
ceeding,” every Heretick, will prove his new Devices in'Re/;i- 
2102, .t0 be ApoPolict : Tf hehimiſelf may be Julge, and may 
have leave to Senſe and Expound the Seriptures, as'his'own 
Gueſs and Conceit ſhall lead him. Which abſurd Liberty 
—_— to Proteſtants, they. can never prove, even in 
this Senſe, their Relzgi07 tobe Apoſtolick.. : 


(n]. 


Queſtion III. 


7f the Proteſtant Religion, be Truly Catholick : When 

was it (pread over the World ; and what Heathen Na- 
tions hath it Converted to Chriſt ? 

Ethe Proteſtant Religion be truly Catholick, as the Teachers 


thereof do ſtile it ; it is now, and _in former Ages muſt 
have been ſpread over the World. For Chriſt,. as Daniel 


-foretold, c. 2. Was to grow into a Mountain, that is, into a 


Church, which is his Myſtical Body, that was to fill the whole 
Earth. And as the Royal Prophet Sung} P/al: 2.\He* wht) tb 
have the Gentiles for his Inheritaiice, ind" the'ends of "the Earth 


for bis Pelſeſsior The Chriſtians alſo” of all Ages, 'were 


* 3 


bound to believe a Catholick Church, according to the Creed of 
the Apoſtles, as I before ſbew d. © Which being fo; if Pro- 
teſtants have been this 'Catholick Church, and "their Religion, 
the moſt common and Univerſal Religion, beliey'd over the 
World : They muſt have {ſpread themſelves' and their Rel: 
groz over the World, 'by Converting Heathen Nations to 
Chriſt : according to the clear Promiſes off God made” to the 
Patriarchs; that in their Seed, that is, in Chriſt; all the Na- 
tions of the-Earth ſhould:be Blefſed : (Which Promiſes you 
ſhall find 'in my tenth Queſtion) and according to the words 


8. © 
W 


he Preached i the whole World, for 4 Teſtionny to all Nitions 
And roy ſhall come the Conſummation': That'is, the end of the 
World. EX FI 
Now then, -I demand of Proteſtants, what Heathen Na- 
ons, in this, and in former Ages, they have Converted to the 
Belief and Prattice of their Religion, and have thereby ſpread 
the-ſame over the World, as the True 'Catholick Faith of 
ne WES nl Ce | Chriſt 


_ of Chrift, Matth. 24. faying, 'Thit Goſpet of the Kingdom ſhall 
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Chriſt ought to be ſpread? If they cannot truly name any 
ſuch Nations, as indeed, they cannot, unleſs they will fetgne : 


ZE 
»*Y 


| Let them confeſs, as the certain Truth is, that their Religion 
' 18 neither Truly Catholick,but-ſo term'd,.to delude.the ſimple; 


nor the true Fazth of Chriſt, by which in him the. Nations of 
the Earth are to be Bleſſed. Let each Prudent Proseſtant, who 
truly ſeeks Salvation, thoroughly weigh this Point. 


/ 


Queſtion IV. | 


What likelihood there is, that to bring to'paſs,, and effeft, 
the great and Merciful work, of the Converſion of the 
Nations of the Earth ; and of their K mgs, to Chriſt, 
God hath nerver yet made uſe of the True Religion of 
Chriſt and of the Pure Light of his Goſpel. © 


T is certain out of the Word of God , alledg'd in the laſt 
Queſtion, that Chrift- was to:have the Gexrzles for his In- 


heritance,, aud-the ends of the Earth. for his Poſſeſsi07, as the 


Royal Prophet foretold, P/al. 2. 8: "That 1s, He was to de- 


ſtroy falſe Religions, and the Worſhip of Falſe Gods, and of 
the Devil, through the World ; and to: introduce his own Di- 
'vineand moſt Holy Ret;gion, and the True Worſhip. of one 


God amongſt the Nations of the Earth + Thereby to bringun- 


to them, the Bleſſing Promiſed, -Ger. c. 12. 22. C. 26.c.28, 
and Pal. 71. 

265. It 1s alfo certain, that Chrift was to enter upon thus his 
Inheritance, and to begin the ruine of 7do/atry, and the Con- 
verſion of the. Gentiles , by the Preaching of his. Apoſtles, 
within ſome few years after his Aſcexfior : As is clear out of 
the Commiſſion, whish he gave them, Matrh. 28. laying, = 

each 
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Teach all Nations; and out of the words of St. Paul, AZ.. 
1 3:Maying to the Jews, To you it behoow'd us firſt to ſpeak the 
Word of God : But becauſe you repel it, and judge your Jetves 
unworthy of Eternal Life ; beholg| we turn to the Gentiles ; for 
{o owr Lord commanded us : Thave put thee to be the Light of the 
Gentiles ; that thou-mayeſt' be Salvation unto the utmoſt of the 
Earth, Tiaias 49. | | | 
Thirdly, It is certain, that although the Converſion of the 
Gentiles, was to be begun by the Apoſtles ; yet it was not to 
be compleatly finiſhd by them ; but was to be continued by 
their Succeſſors the DotFors and Paſtors of the Church, Epheſ, 
4. 12, And not to be accompliſh'd till toward-the end of the 
World ; as is clear out of Gods word, Matth. 24. Where our 
S>viour being ask'd a Sign of” his coming to Fudgement, and 
of the end of the World, gave the compleat Preaching of his 
Goſpel to all Nations, for a ſign thereof, ſaying, This Goſpel 
of the Kingdom ſhall be Preached in the whole World, for a Teſti-- 
many to all Nations, and then ſhall come the Conſummation. 
This alſo is manifeſt out of 1/aias, by whom God foretold 
the converfion of the Kings of the Earth to Chriſt his Son,and 
their lowly ſubjeCtion to his Church, laying, v. 7.c. 49. Kings 
ſhall ſce, and Princes ſhall ariſe and Adore for the Lords ſake. 
And again, K/zmps ſhall be thy Nurſing Fathers, and Queens thy 
Nurſes : With Countenance caſt down toward the ground they 
ſhall Adore thee, and they ſhall lick the Duſt of thy feet... And c. 
60. Thy Gates ſhall be open continually, day and night they ſhall 
not be {but, that the. ſtrength of the Gentiles may be brought: to 
thee, and their Kings may be brought : For the Nation and the 
Kingdom, that ſhall not ſerve thee, ſhall periſh. And. a little 
after, ſpeaking again of the Church of Chriſt gather'd out of. 
the Gentiles, he ſays, For that thou waſt forſaken ( viz; 1n 
the time of the Law of Moſes) and hated, and. there was: none 
that paſs d by thee, I will make thee to be the pride of Worlds, a 
roy unto Generation and Generation: And thou ſhalt ſuck the milk 


of the Gentiles : And thou ſhalt be Nurſed with the Teats of Kings. 
® | Out . 
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"Out of which clear Propheſies, it ſeems to. be manifeſt, that 
the chief Converſion of the Gentiles was to be effeQed, long 
after the times of the Apoſtles.: When the Rowan Empire, the 
ftrength then of the Gexriles, in the time of CoxfFentine the 
Great : And iri the following Ages the Kings and Princes of 
Spain, France, England, Scotland, Ireland, Denmark, Norway, 
Swedeland, Poland, Hungary, and of other Countries, were 
Converted to the Faith of Chriſt, and wonderfully Honour'd 
and Inrich'd his Church ; as the Laws of exemption, which 
they made, or receiy'd, the Edifices which they Built, and 
—_— and Moxaſteries which they Founded, and Endows- 

» do abundantly teftify. For in the Apoſtles days, and 
fome Ages after, was rather fulfill'd the PrediCtion of Chriſt, 
foretelling Luke 21. That his Diſciples and Servants ſhould be 
Hated before Kzngs and Preſidents, and ſhould be Deſpis'd, 
Perſecuted, and Kill d by them. HE 

Which things being ſo, I demand of Prudent and Conſ—i- 
derate Proteſtants, what probability there is, that to bring to 
paſs the Divine and Merciful work, of the Converſion of the 
Nations of the Earth, and of their Kings to the Chaſte and 
Holy Faith .of Chriſt, and to the Worſhip of the true God, 
from the Impure Service of Falſe Gods, and deteſtable Wor- 
ſhip of the Devil. God hath never made uſe of 'the True Re- - 
hgi0n.of Chriſt, and of the Pure Light of his Goſpel ; (if the 
Proteſtant Prefeſsion be Chriſt's True Religion, and the Pure 
Light of his Soſpel ) but hath ever made uſe, to' effe&t this 
admirable work, of his Power and Mercy, of the Blind and 
Superſtitious Religion of the Papiſts ? 

That God for the ſpace of above a thouſand years, in the 
Converſion of Heather Nations and their Kings, hath ever 
made uſe of Ppi/try, is evident, out of the Hiſtories of for- 
mer times, which relates the. Converſion of Nations. Yea, 
even'in theſe latter times, in which, ſince the riſing of the 
Proteſtant Religion, the' Faith of Chrift, hath been, infinitely 
ipread in the Faſt and Weſt-Indies, and in divers vaſt Iſlands 
wot 


F L 7 51 © 
of the Sea, amonglit Heathen and Barbarous Nations : God 
hath utterly negleQed theTue Religion, and the pure Light 
of the 'Golpel, that is, the Proteftant Religion : And hath 
made-uſe only of Papiſryy, to make theſe Nations Bleſſed in 
Chriſt. . Now. is not thisa very likely thing, if Papiſtry be a 
Falfe, and Prote/tarcy the True Retigion? As likely, certain-- 
ly it is, as thatthe Sea doth burn, as that the Sun is dark, and 
Snow. black. 

For (to ſpeak plain Exglijh) If Proteſtancy be Gods Religion, 
and Papiftry the Devils, in regard, that God cannot in very 
deed, be Author of both theſe Religions, they being oppoſite, 
and contrary one to the other: How can God neglect the 
Proteſtant eligion, and make uſe'of Papiſtry, to ſpread the 
Faith of his Son over the World, to make thereby the, Nati- 
ons of the-Earth Bleſſed in him ? Nay, how can they be made. 
Bleſſed in Chiiſt,by the help of rhe Dro#7s Relizion? Howncan 
it become the Wiſdom and Goodaels df God ,, ito :neglett his 
own Religion, and to ſpread, increaſe and exalt the Devils? 
Toneglett the True Light of the Goſpel, and to delude the Na- 
tions of theEarth, with the Superftitionsof Papityy ? - 

Who then' is fo ſhort and dimn fighted, that he doth not ſee, - 
that even from hence is moſt clearly prov'd, that the Pro- 
teſt ant Profeſvion, 1s'no&t Gods Reljgion, ts/notithe Pure Light 
of theGoſpel, ordain'd by God, togive Light'to the Genres, 
and to.make them Bleſſed in Chriſt : Brit a 'late-ard new: In- 
vention ſuggeſted 'by the Enemy of 'God, tv deftroy/in thefe 
Northern parts of the World, that Religion which Go made 
uſe of heretofore, to root out Him and his Ido/atrows Worſhip; 


and to make theſe Nations Bleſſed in his Son? FEE 
I conclude then this Qaeftioz with'this Syllogiſin : That is 
Gods Religion, and the True Goſpel, and Dottrive 'of Chrift, 
which .is Preached over the World, to fpreadithereirr the 
Name and Faith of Chrift, for a 'Teftimony to all Nations. - 
But Papiſtry , and not Proteftanty, is {o'Preach'd over the 
World : Ergo Papiſtry, and not Proteftancy, is Gods —_—_— 
an 
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== and the True Goſpel, and Dorine of Chriſt. The Major is 
; Fzcertain, and clear out of the Waxds of Chriſt, Mat#h.. 24. 
== = -above-related. The M;zor is certain, and alſo clear out of 
& --* the Hiſtories of former Times; and alſo of this preſent Age. * 
_  "Theconcluſion follows well. And fo it refts demonſtrated, 

that the Holy Catholick Roman Faith, Nick-nam'd Papiſtry, is 
Gods Religion, and the True Goſpel of Chriſt. Which will 

. appear yet more clearly out of the Que/tions following. 


—_— 


——_ — —— 
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' Queſtion V. | i 


| Whether it be not a very inconfiderate thing, and full of 
danger, to prefer, in matters of, Faith and Religion, | 
the Teaching of Men, before the Word of God > f 


Lthough the Arguments of the precedent Queſtions, be 
firm, and ſtrong, and ſufficient, to make Conſiderate 
Proteſtants to look about them ; yet many of them, will be 
little mov'd therewith ; becauſe they are poſſeſs'd with a 
ſtrong imagination, that Their Religion 15 grounded upon the 
word of God, is ſquar'd out thereby, and -wholly, or at leaſt ' 
very much cleans'd\, from the DoCEtrines of men : To free 
them from which falſe and dangerous Conceit and Perſwaſion: 
I here demand. 
Whether it be not a thing of great Inconſideration, and of 
. no ſimall danger, to prefer, . in matters of Fazth and Reljgion, 
the Teaching of Men, the DoCttrine of 'This, or That Preacher, 
before the Word of God ? Yea, in effect, to hazard and pawn 
ones Soul, that the Teaching of theſe, or thoſe new Maſters, 
is truer, and rather, to be follow'd, than the expreſs word of 


God it {elf? | 
| © This 
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This will ſeem to Proteſtants a ſtrange demand, becauſe 
they eſteem Papi/ts not a little culpable, for relying too much 
upon the Dodtrines of Men: And therefore they will here 
bid me, take my ſelf by the Noſe. Nevertheleſs, whatſoever 
they imagine, I will eaſily here free Papiſts, and prove them 
guilty of preferring the Do&rines of Men, before the expreſs 
Word of God. 

That Papiſts are not guilty of this Crime, is clear enough. : 
Firſt, Becauſe no Text of the Word of God, taken 1n its 
proper Senſe, (and as the Antient Fathers, the general 
Councels, the ever viſible Catholick Church. of Chrilt , did 
take it , ) doth direQaly contradift, any Article held by 
the Roman Church. For example, no 'Text doth ſay, that 
we are not juſtify'd, by Faith and Good-Works : That 
Works of Grace done in the ſtate of Grace are not Me- 


ritorious : That the Body of Chriſt is not really in the Ho/ 
Euchariſt : That Lawful Prieſts, have not Power ( as Gods 


Inſtruments) to Abſolve from Sins rightly Confels'd : That 
no Satisfattion, is neceſſarily requir'd on our Parts: That 
there is no Purgatory : That it is not Lawful, or Profitable to 
Pray to Saints, to Honour them, as Sanftify'd Creatures, to 
reſpe& Reverently their-Re/:ques ; to have Holy Piftures, and 
Reverently to regard them, for the Love of Chriſt, or his 
Saints ; and the like. No Text, I ſay, of the Word of God, 
doth expreſly condemn Theſe , and the like Articles believ'd 
by Catholicks : Though many make exprelly for them, as Ca- 
tholick Divines do ſhew. | | | 
Secondly, Although all True Catholicks, do Humbly and 
Obediently believe, as the Church Teaches : And thereupon 
do-firmly imbrace divers Articles propos'd by Her, which are 
not, 1n expreſs Terms, found in the Scriptures : Yet in theſe 
very Points, they do not believe the Doitrines of men , or 
preter the Doitrines of men, before the expreſs Word of God ; 
or hazard their Souls, that the Teaching of Their Paſtors, is 
truer, or rather to be follow'd, than the Word of God : But 
111 


till the end of the World : Orher Sheep I have, which are not 
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in theſe particular Articles, they rely upon the Authority of 


God; and believe the Word of God, ſpeaking in, and by his 
Church ; which will not be hard to ſhew. 

For the Office of Preaching the Word of God, by Chriſt 
committed to his Apoſtles, dy'd not with them, but continu'd 


with their Succeſſors. And ſo the Preaching of their Succeſſors, 
was the Preaching of the Word of God, not only in the. firſt 


Ape after the Apoſtles, but inall ſucceeding Ages, the Holy 


. Ghoſt Ever 1b1ding with them, John 14. And Teaching them 


all Truth, in matrcrs of Faith, John 16. 
Moreover, in the Ages after the Apoſtles, not only thoſe 


who had Skill and Means to Read the Scriptures: But thoſe 
alſo, who could not Read them, might believe in Chriſt, and 


might be Saved by him : Arid conſequently they might have 
true Faith in him -- Which they could not have, but by Be- 
lteving the Word of God: The Apoſtle ſaying Rom. 10. Faith 
is by Hearing, and Hearing is by the Word of Chriſt. Whilſt 
ſuch tlien Heard and Believ'd The Dottrine of the Church; that 
is, the Teaching of the Doctors and Paſtors of the Church, 
they Heard, and Believd the Word of God : The ſame do 
Papiſts now. 

Futhermore, it cannot be doubted, but that the Goſpel 


and Voice of Chrift, is the Word of God; and that thoſe, 


which hear theſe, hear the Word of God. But the Preaching 


and Teaching of the DoCtors and Paſtors. of the Church of 


Chriſt, is the Goſpel and Voice of Chriſt, Ergo, 8&c. This 
is clear out of Matth. 24. where Chriſt ſays, This Goſpel of the 
Kingdom ſhall be Preach'd in the whole World, for a Teftimony 
to all Nations, and then ſhall come the Conſummation. For 
who do Preach this. Goſpel, in all Ages, till the end of the 


World, but the Doors and Paſtors of the Church ? Their 


Preaching then 1s the Goſpel of Chriſt, and conſequently the 
Word of God. Chrift likewiſe ſays, John 10. ſpeaking. of 
his Sheep, which he is to gather out of the Gerriles, even 


of. 
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of this Fold, (that is, of the Flock of the Jews;) Them alſo I 
muſt bring, and they ſhall hear my Voice. Chriſt did not, nor 
. doth not Preach to the Gemtziles, to gather his Sheep from 
amongſt them,in all Ages,by his own Corporal Voice : Butby 
the Voice and Teaching of the Paſtors of his Church. Their 
Voice then is his Voice, and conſequently the Word of God. 
Which is yet further ſhew'd out of Lake 10. where Chriſt 
ſays to his Paſtors, and Teachers : He that heareth you, heareth 
»77e. Wherefore while Papiſts do hear the Teaching, of the 
Dottors and Paſtors of the Church, lineally ſucceeding the 
Apoſtles, they hear the Word of God, the Goſpel of - Chriſt, 
the Voice of Chriſt; yea, Chriſt himſelf. And therefore they 
cannot be juſtly ſaid, to believe, in mattets of Faith , the 
Doctrines of men : Or to hazard their Souls upon the DoQtrines 
of men : But upon the Authority of God ſpeaking in, and by 
that Church , which his- continual affiſtance maketh to be, 
The Pillar and ground of Truth, 1 Tim. 3. | | 
But the Caſs is not ſo with Proteſtants : For they do not 
only rely, and hazard their Souls, upon the DoCtrines of 
Men : . But they alſo prefer the Doftrines of men, before the 
expreſs Word of God. For in divers moſt weighty Points of 
Religion, they leave, not only the Antient Fathers, the Ge- 
neral Councils, and the ever vifible and Catholick Church of 
Chriſt, but even the Word of God it ſelf, to follow the Teach- 
ing of their new Maſters. This will feemat firſt a ſtrange, or 
rather a very Injurious, and Contumeltous Imputation : But 
tet us make it plain by ſome examples. | 
The Wordof God, ſays FTames 2. 24. Do you ſee that aman 
is juſtify'd by Works , and not by Faith only? But Proteſtant 
Teachers lay , that a man 1s juſttfy'd, Not by Works, but by 
Faith only. Mark how dire&ly, they contraditt the Word of 
God. For that fays, Py Works,and not by Faith ouly. And theſe 
do Proteſtants believe, rather than the expreſs Word of God, 
in the weighty point of T«/tification : On which their Salvatt- 
on depends ; which 15 not obtain'd, but by the true manner of 
Juſtification. D 2 . So 
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Secondly, The Word of God , ſays, Luke 1. 6. That the 


Parents of Fohz the Baptiſt, Were both Fuſt before God, walk- 


ing in all the Commandments and Fuſtifications of our Lerd with. 


out blame. Whence it clearly follows,that this Holy Couple kept 
all Gods Commandments. For he that breaks them, doth not 
Walk in them without blame. The Word of God likewiſe ſays, 
1 John 5. 3. This is the Charity of God, that we keep: his Com- 
mandments, and his Commandments are not heauy» But. Pro- 
teſtant Teachers generally affirm, that the Commandments of 
God, are Impoſſible, are ſuch as no man can keep, are Tuſup- 
portable : And confequently they myſt ſay, that no man is 
bound to keep them. For no man is bound to do morethan 
he is able. By which DoCtrine, they do not only looſe the 
Bridle to all Vice, and make God more Indiſcreet, aud more 
Tyrannical, than any other Commander .in tke World : But 
They alſo flatly contradict the word of God : Which not 
only ſhews, that ſome men have kept the Commandments, 
but.alſo expreſly affirms, that they are not Heavy. ' And yet 
Proteſtants rather believe theſe, than the Word of God in this 
moſt weighty point, But Note well, what follows, againſt 
theſe Teachers, out of the Word of God, x Fohn 2. 4. Which 
there lays, He who ſaith he knows God, and does not keep his 
Commandments, is a Lyer, and the Truth is not in him, But 
Proteſtant Teachers affirm,that they rightly know God,but do 
not,nor cannot keep his Commandments, Ergo, They are Lyars. 
Our Saviour Inſtituting the Holy Euchariſe, 


generally ſay, That the Euchariſt is not Chriſt s Body, which 
was given for us ; that is, his True Body : But a Figure, or 
remembrance of it. Chriſt ſays, My Body, which i given for 


you ; Thatis, my True Body. For his True Body was given 


for- Us, ſuffer'd for Us, and not a Figure or Remembrance 
thereof. But theſe new Teachers: ſay, Not his True Body ; 


not that, which was given for Us, that ſuffer d for Us : But a 


Figure of it, which the Word of God no where. Teaches. 
And 


, lays, Luke 22.14. 
* This is my Body which is given = But Ergliſh Miniſters 
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And thus they flatly contradict the Word of God, in this moſt 
1mportant Article of Faith : On the right Belief, and Uſe of 
which, Salvations depends, as is maniteſt out of the 6 St. Joh. 
and out of the 11. of the x of Cor;mthians. - And yet Theſe our 
Emgliſh Proteſtants believe , rather than the Word of God, 
though it expreſly ſays, That the Euchariſt is the Body of 
Chrift, The Fleſh of Chriſs ; He himlelf ſaying, Foha 6. 51. 
The Bread which I will give, is my Fleſh for the Life of the 


World. 


4ly. Danicl 2.44. The V Vord of God ſays, In the days of 
thoſe Ringdoms, the God of Heaven will raiſe up a Kzngdom 
(that is, the Church of Chriſt) hat ſhall nor be difjipated for 
ever : Aad his Kingdom ſhall aot be deliver d to another people. - 
And it ſhall break 14 pieces, and ſhall conſume all theſe Ring- 
doms ; and it ſhall ſtand for ever. Of which Church of Chriſt 
{peaking again, c. 7. He ſaith, His Power is an Eternal Power, 


that ſhall not be taken away ; and bis Kingdom, that ſhall net be 


corrupted. Conformable to which clear Prophecy of Dartel, 
concerning the Perpetuity and Incorruption of the Kingdom, 
and: Church of the Mefias; Chriſt ſpeaking of his Church, * 
Matth. 16. lays, And the Gates of Hell ſhall no? prevail againſt 
her. That is, The Power of the Devil, and falſz:' DoQtrines, 
by which men are ſeduc'd, and brought to Hell. John 14. 16. 
He ſays, That the Holy Ghoſt. ſhould Abide with his Apoſtles 
for ever. Thatis, with them and their Succeſſcrs, the Doctors 
and Paſtors of his Church : For they were not in their own 
Perſons to abide for ever with the Church tg Teach and 
Guide her. And John 16. 13. He ſays, That the ſame Di- 
vine Spirit, ſhould Teach them all Truth. Tn reſpeCt of whale 
continual abode with the Church, to Teach her, in- matters 
of Faith and Religion, All Truth : St. Paul files her 1 Tim. 
3.15. The Pillar and ground of Truth. FE 

But Proteſtant Teachers ſay, that the Church of Chriſt - 
Hath been Corrupted : That the Gates of Hell, that is, the Devil 


and his Inftruments, Have prevail 'd againſt her, and have _ | 
er - 
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*her with Pernicious Errors, and Superſtit1005; for above theſe 
thouſand years * That the Holy Ghoſt, hath Not taught her 
AlTrath ; but hath given Place £0 theDevil, permitting him, 
to repleniſh Ber, with Errors and Superſtitions to the ruine 
and 1ols of Infinite Chriſtian Souls; That Che 4s not the Pillar 
and ground of Truth : But the receptacle and ſink of falſhood. 
And thus they dire&ly contradict the Word of God , about 
this prume and moſt important Article,of the Truth and Incor- 
ruption,ol the Church of C brift , matters Of Faith and Fets- 
gion : And yet Proteſtants -ather bel1eVE Them, than the clear 
IWord of God ; much d<tÞ draw an blind, the Love © 
Novelty and Libert)- | | 

Bur they will ſay, WE leave not the Word of God, tO follow 
the Teaching of Men : But ©© ollow the right meaning of rhe 
Word of God, Jeliverd unt9 Us by our Teachers. 1 an{wer, 
Firf, Have yOu juſt carlo £0 think, 'xhat theſe your Teachers, 
who have neither Unity, 207 Sanfrity, BOY Antiquity, Por the 
Gift of Miracles, BOY any true Calling and ſending from God, 
Jo rather deliver ue® you, the right meaning of rhe Word of 
God, than the Antient F arhers,General Councils, and ever V+- 
fible Churc® of Chriſt guided ÞY the Holy Ghoſt ? I believe not 

1 Anſiver , Second) , That you are miſtaken. For Yu 


leave the Word of God, £0 follow the Interpretation of your 


Teachers. Which Inrerpretation, 1 not Gods Word , Put. 


their Word their Conceit, er Do&trine, and Explication © 
Gods Word : To follow which, YM leave, as 1 have ſhew ©, 
the exprels Word 0! God. And therefore moſt true it iS, 


that you leave the W ord of God, tO follow the Do(trines of 


of your Teachers (eng © directly contrary to the VVord of 
God) cannot be rhe meaning thereof. Kor God 1n his Sacred 
VVord, Ordain'd £0 nſtruct, and NOtTo Jelude us, and 1 his 
profound Myſteries, Jorh not ule tO {peak onC thing, and tO 
me 
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mean the clean contrary : To ſay that the Exchariſt is his Body, 
and to mean, That #t is not his Body, but a Figure of it : To 
lay, that men' are juſtify d by Works, and not by Faith only : 
And to mean, that. they are wot juftify'd by Works, but by Faith 
ouly. For this. manner of dealing isfitter for a Jugler, than 
for God: And if the ſame be once allow'd of, what fooliſh, 
wicked, damnable Hereſie can there be, that may not be thus 
defended by Scripture? Or what Articles of the Chriſtiar 
Faith may be firmly prov'd out of the Word of God, it wiltull, 
head-ſtrong , Profumprion Teachers, may in this fort Expli- 
cate, Delude and ContradiQ, the clear, plain, and Litefal 
. Senſe thereof ? : . 

If any one deſire, to ſee more places of Gods word, con- 
tradited in this manner, by Proteſtazt Teachers, let him look 
in the Induſtrious Collation of DoCtor Smith, formerly Bifpop 
of Calcedon ; and he ſhall there find demonſtrated to hfs Eye, 
that theſe men, by their new Doctrine, do oppoſe the expreſs 
V Vord of God, in above two hundred Points of Re/igi0n, now 
Controverted betwixt the Catholicks and them : So far off they 
are, from Teaching the Pure V Vord of God, as they. make 
their Credulous Followers believe : And ſo wide their 
Dottrine is, from being the True Light -of the Goſpel , as 
they uſually ſtile it. VVhereas in very deed, ir is only their 
own new Interpretation of the Goſpel ; not the Goſpel it ſelf : 
As is evident by the multitude of Seeds, which are amongſt 
them : Some being Lwtherans, others Sving/ians, others Ana- 
baptiſts, others Calviniſts, others new riazs, others Qua- 
kers, ſome Puritans, ſome Arminians, fome Parliamentary 
Proteftants, and the like : VVhich could n&- happen , if all 
their Teachers, indeed did follow the VVord of God, ( that 
being but one) and not their ſeveral Explications, and Inter- 
pretations of it. VVhence 1t doth clearly appear, that the 
ſtate of Proteſtants is moſt dangerous : Becauſe, in theſe 
Points of Dorine, in which they differ from the 0/4 Reli-- 
gion, inſtead of following the VVord of God, they meerly 

follow the VVord of Men.  Quelſt- 
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Queſtion VI. 


Whether God hath left to Chriſtian Pedple , any ſure 
Rule of Faith, any certain Guide in matters of Reli- 
"gion ; any Infallible Interpreter of bis Word * 


'& O diſcover to Protefants,the true Root of their Diviſion 
into ſo many Ses, I demand of them, whether they 
have any certain Rule of Faith, or no? That is, whether 


they have any ſure and un.erring Guide to Dire& them,in mat- - 


ters of Faith,to the right meaning of the VVord of God : Any 
Infallible Propoſer of their Articles of Faith : Any unerring 
DireCtor, in the profound Myſteries of the Chriſtian Religion, 
and in the practice of the Worſhip of God? If they have none 
of theſe : How can their Faith be certain? Tf it be uncertain, 
doubtful, wavering, as indeed it is, for want of a ſure Rule 
to guide it by : With what Prudence may Chriftian People 

hazard their Souls therein ? | 
If Proteſtants have any certain Rule of Faith, why do not 
the Learned of their Charches, make uſe thereof, to agree and 
attone the Controverſies which are among them ? That they 
are divided into ſuch ſeveral Branches, as I a little before 
nam'd, cannot be deny*'d. That they jar, and contend about 
weighty Points of Religion, is manifeſt. For they differ a- 
bout Predeſtination, the Cauſe of Sin, the Redemption of Chriſt, 
his Deſcending inks Hell, bis Aſcenſion up to Heaven, and ſitting 
at the Right-hand of God, his Equality with his Father, the Bap- 
tizing of Infants, the Real Preſence, of the Body and Blood of 
Chriſt, in the Euchariſt, Church Government, Ceremonies, and 
like. Which to be weighty matters, and ſuch as wring the 
Conſcience, beſide the Nature itſelf, of theſe things, 1s ctear- 
Iy ſhew'd, by the ReluQtation of our Engliſh Non-conformiſts. 
| Bur 
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_ But, to avoid the Diſgrace of uncertainty, in Matters of 
Faith, ſome-Proteftants will ſay , that they want not a Sure 
Rule, toſquare out their Faith by : For the Scripture to them, 
isa certain and Infallible Guide. But to manifeſt how de- 
feCtive this Anſwer is ; I demand, whether the Scripture of it 
ſelf, or Interpreted , be a ſure Rule of Faith ? If of it felt, 
wit:zout the help of an Tzterpreter, it be ſuch a Rule: Why 
have not all, that read it, one and the ſame Faith ? Why do 
not al! believe the ſelf ſame Articles, and Divine Verities, 
1 the Scriprere it ſelf, clearly and diſtinQtly propoſe them to 
all * Where the Rule is certain, all that is meaſur'd by- it, is 
'Unitorm, and of the ſame quantity : As is manifeſt by a: Powzd, 
by a Quart, by an El, by a Buſhel, and the like. And there- 
tore if the Scriprare of it ſelf, withour the help of any 1zter- 
preter, beunto Men, a ſare Rule, a certain and fſtinted mea- 
lure of Faith ; it doth toall, that Read or Hear it, meaſure 
ſhape, and ſquare out, 'one and the ſame Be/zef, one and the 
ſame Religion, one and the ſame Worſhip of God. But this is 
_ evidently falſe : Ergo, evidently alſo falſe it is, that the Scrip- 
ture of itſelf, without the help of an Izterpreter., is a ſure 
Rule and Guide, in matters of Faith. 

For what is more manifeſt, then that ſeveral Readers, left 
to the guidance of the Scripture it: ſelf, and not tyed to any 


LEY 


Interpreter, do gather out of it, ſeveral and oppoſite Faiths 
and Reljgrons, Founh they uſe all Humane Diligences, to 
underſtand them rightly,and be never {o Learn'd,never ſo well 
Skilld in the Greek and Hebrew Tongues ? This ts evident, by 
cheſeveral branches of Proteſtants before-nam'd *Who all take 
tlie Scriptyre it ſelf, (as they ſay and pretend) for their Guide 
and Dire&or;in matters of Fazth and Religiou: And yet they 
differ and contend fo infinitely as they do. Which differing ar.d 
contending, we mult not conceive to {ſpring in them, meerly 
trom Matice,and the Spirit of Contentiou : But rather from the 
Obſcurity of the Scripture, and the depth and profundity, Cr 
the Myſteries therein contain'd : In which our weak under- 
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ſtandings may eaſily miſtake; and may eaſily be deluded by the 
Devil, #f we want'the help of a ſure and 1-fallible Tyterpreter. 


"This T think, underſtanding Proteſtants, will not deny. - 
And therefore, if they will have the Scripture to bea Sure 


R»le, todireCt their Faith and Retigiozby , will they , null 
they, they muſt admit of, and adjoyn to the Scriprure, a ſure, 
un-erring and Infallible Izterpreter thereof : But ſuch an one, 
it is impoſſible for them to find, unleſs they will leaye the Pro- 
zeftant,and return to the Catholick Faith again : For ſeeing they 
reje& the Interpretation of Fathers,of Councels,of the Ordinary 
PoFors and Paſtors of the Church : And hold, that the Church 
of Chriſt may err, yea, and hath ſhamfully and perniciouſ- 
ly err'd, for above theſe thouſand years ; where will they ficd 
afh U-erring Taterpreter of the Scripture ? Or in whom hath 
God plaC'd this high,moſt neceſſary,and moſt important Office? 

-"TFf he hath not placed it, in the DoCtors and Paſtors of his 
Church, which he hath ordain'd to Perfett his People, and to 
keep them from wavering in matters of Faith, Epheſ. 4. And 
which the Holy Ghoſt” hath plac'd in the Flock of Chriſt, 
AR&t:'20. To govern the Church of God : Hath he placed it in the 


Temporal Magiftrates,of Kingdoms and Common-wealths ? Or in 


ſome one Temporal Magiſtrate, to whom God hath committed 
the Teaching, 'and EY of all Nations ? If God hath not 
placed this moſt needful Office in Genera! Conncels confiſting 
of the Learned Sages and Prelates of the Church ; hath he plac'd 
it in the Parliaments of England ; conſiſting for the moſt part 


of unlearned Lay-men ? I think no Sober Proteftant will lay ſo. 


' Neither will any barns rs Proteſtant, T think, fly here 
to the private Spirit : An | 
Scripturiſt, an I»fallible Interpreter of Gods Word. For if hi- 


ther he fly, not only a Quaker, an Anabaptiſt, a Presbyterian, 


but a Taylor allo, a Button-maker, Weaver, or Cobler , will 
make his Party good, with any DoCttor the Proteſtants have, 
ad dart Text for Text with him, for whole Hours together, 
without looſing one Inch of ground : Till Church Awhericy 
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the deadly Weapon of the Hh be urgd againſt him. . By 
urging which againſt theſe Faatich. People, Proteſtant Pre- 
lates, do not a little, or ſleightly Wound themſelves ; they 
being as blame-worthy indeed, if not much more; for reſiſt- 
ing the Authority of the Carholick-Charch of Chriſt, as theſe 
are, for reſiſting the Authority of the Church of England. 

Nevertheleſs I approve not, but deteſt the Male-peart bold- 
nefs, of theſe and the like Ignorants : Who, tranſgreffing the 
bounds to them preſcrib'd , and entring upon, (to their own 
Perdition, ) the ſmoaking mount of the Holy Scriptures 
Exod.19. wherein God doth ſpeak to Moſes and Avon, arid: 
deliver his Sacred Oracles, to be by them made known to his 
People,) dare take upon them to interpret the ſame; and to 
ſearch into, and Senſe the Profouud Myſteries of God, wick- 
edly betrampling with their Impure Feet , —_— 
with their baſe Conceits, thoſe pure but deep-Fountains 0 
Heavenly Verities : It being their Duty, to Learn, and not to 
Feach. , Yet I cannot but pitty their Mead Zeal: Which if 
.1t wereſteer'd by the True Church of Chriſt, would Inrich their 
Souls with the precious Jewels of many Chriſtian Virtues ; 
whereas now it 15 likely to be the utter ruine of them. 

Neither can I but greatly blame thoſe, who to draw theſe 
weak and unwary People off, and to ſeperate them from the 
Breaſt of the Catholick Church : At which they were ſecure- 
ly nouriſhd, withthe Milk of Celeſtial Do#rine, Meat be- 
fiting their ſtate and Weakneſs,) did put the Bzb/e into their 
Prophane Hands, inviting them. to. the Goſpe/, to the Pure 
Light and Liberty of the Gofe/: And aſſuring them that thoſe 
Sacred Volumes were eafie to be underſtood, and that in them 
they were to ſeek: for the Truth of Gods Religion, as being or- 
dain'd by him, for the Readingand Inftruftion cof all. And 
to facilitate this deſir'd ſeparation ; thoſe New Teachers, ſpar'd 
110t tO Diſgrace with all Art and Cunning; the Rank and Dig- 
nity of the Prelates of . the Church, and to Vilify Church= Az- 
thority z Proclaiming it'to be Tyrannical : And that to urge 
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men'to believe, as the Church doth Teach, was no leſs than 
plain Butchering of Conſciences. _ 

Bur when theſe New Maſters ,, had effeted, what they 
fought; and by the help of Temporal Power , had brought 
Mulritudes of People under their Command : Then preſently 
they ſtept into the place of the Aztient Prelates : Took their 
Authority upon them, and in- matters of Faith and Religion, 
would have all to dance after their Pipe, all. to believe, not 
what they themſelves: Learn'd out of the Book of God, but 


what theſe men thought fit to propoſe : That Book now be-- 


ing too hard, for Vulgar People, for the Unlearn'd fort. Who 
now muſt ſtand below, .and not aſcend, and enter upon that 


obſcure. and ſmoking Mountain : But muſt hear Moſes and 


Aaron; muſt hear Authoriz'd Teachers; mult. obey the voice 


of the Church, viz. Of Saxony, of Geneva, of Fnzland ; and 


muſt follow in S4xozy one Faith, in Gezeva another, in Exg- 


11nd another. Now they muſt learn the Law. of God, from 


the mouth of Teachers: allow'd of ' by the Commcnwealth, 
and be ty*d to believe what they propoſe. LD 


' And therefore in Saxoxy, they muſt not budge from Luther . 


in Geneva from Calvin, in England from the Belief Eſtabliſh'd 
by Parliament : Which if they do, preſently they are urg'd, 


and ſomermnes born down by Church Authority : Preſently ex- _ 
cellent and pithy Sentences, extolling Church Authority, and 
ſhewing the Neceſſity thereof, are Alleadg'd, Magnify'd,. 


urg'd in Sermons, in Books, - out of the Scripture; out' of Tey- 


tulljan, St. Cyprian, Lirinenſis, and other Fathers : Notwith-- 


ſtanding that theſe very Sentences, through the ſides of theſe 
poor Ignorants, . do deadly ſtab the: Hearts, of thoſe which 
alleadge them, for diſobeying-that very Church Authority, 
which theſe Sentences ſpeak of, and commend. 

But with what Equity, (GifI may be ſo bold as to'ask) with 
what Security of Conſcience, do theſe Authoriz'd Teachers, 
proceed againſt theſe Zealous Ignorants, for following that Be- 


lief,yhich they gather out of the Word-of God, putinto their 


Hands 


% 
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Hands, by theſe their Teachers , and force them to follow- ano. 
ther, which by the very Rules and Tenets of theſe men, they 
cannot but eſteem Superſtitions ? May they not juſtly fay :If the 
Scripture only be the Rule of Faith,why do ye not permit us to 


believe, what we find therein ? If it be eafie to be underſtood, 


why do you puniſh us, for holding that Doftrine , which we 
cather out of it ?, If it be not eafte, why do you pur it into 
our Hands ? If we are not bound to believe, in Poizts of Faith 
any thing, that 1s not expretly in the Scripture, why will ye 
force us to believe and practice that, which there we find not 2 
It Church Authority 15 to be rejected, why do you interpoſe 
yours ? If it be a Butchering of Conſciences, to force men to 
Believe, as the Church doth Teach ;- Why do you force us to 
Believe as you Teach ? If you contema the. Authority,of the 
cyer Viſible Charch, why co you force us to Reverence, and 
ro ſtoop to yours ? What {ignes do you-ſhew, what Miracles 
do you work, to demonſtrate unto us, that your Church Au- 
thority is rather to be Follow'd, rather to be Obey d, than the 
Church Authority of the Antient Fathers,of the General Conrcels, 
of the ever Viſible Church of Chrift ? If Church Authority be to- 
be Follow d, be to be Reverencd, be to be Obey'd, Reſtore Us 
to that, which Hoary Awutiquity, wiiich Succeſſion of Prelates, 
which Conſent of Nations, which Excellent Sanf#ity , which 
Manifeſt Miracles do commend uato Us. If it is to te. 
rejected, leave us to Gods Word,and force not our Conſciences 
againſt that Light, which ſhineth unto us, in Reading the 
ſame. Thus may theſe mitled People now complain, again 
thoſe, who havingdrawn them out of the Boſom of the Ca- 
tholick Church, do now endeavour to Inthrawl them to them--- 
ſelves. But much more terrible, I tear will be the Bill of Com- 


plaint, which one day they ate likely to pur up, at the Chan 


cery Bar of Heaver, if a ſpeedy and ſerious Courſe be not taken, 

to reſtore theſe miſled Souls again, to: the ſecure feeding of. 
their Mother Church : Which God of his Mercy, bring to pals, .. 
for the Eternal Happineſs both of Them, and their Leaders. 


Ge 
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Queſtion VII 


If God bath left no ſure, and un-erring Interpreter 6 his 
Word, in Matters of Faith ; How can it be defended, 
That the Holy Scriptures are not Vinprofitable, and 
even Pernicious to Mankind * 


Erchance ſome Proteſtants, not able to give a fatisfying 
Anſwer to my Qye#ion, about the Interpreter of the 
Scriptures, will affirm, 'That God hath not ordained any cer- 
tain Tterpreter of thoſe his Sacred Oractes : but hath left 
them to the ſcanning, and gueſs of all Readers whatſoever. 
But then I demand, How it can be defended, that theſe Di- 
vine Books are not hurtful ; yea, and even pernicious to Man- 
kind ? For evident it is, that they may be taken 1n divers, 
and oppoſite Senſes : Yea, evident it is, that they are de facto 


to taken; by ſeveral Learned Men. Who, following nourer 


Interpreter, than the ſtrength of their own Wit and Learn- 
ing : do gather out of them, contrary Faiths and Religions, 
and ſeveral worſhips of God : Of which ſome of neceſfity 
muſt be: falſe, and hurtful to all that follow them ; for Fae 


Religions are ever hurtful, yea plainly pernicious, to thoſe 


which follow them ; as more clearly hereafter ſhall ap- 
pear. 

And indeed three things are queſtionable about the Holy 
Scriptures, which, without the help of an un-erring Interpre- 
zer, authorized, and enabled by God himſelf, to guide us to 


\ the Truth about them, can never be rightly, and fittingly de- 
cided. The firſt is, Which Books are Canonical, and truly the 


Word of God : And which are wot? The ſecond is, Which 
Tranſlation is good, right, authentical ; and which is not ? The 


third is, Which i the true and right meaning of the' Holy Ghoſt, 
| | in 


»z 4 
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| [31x] 
in this or that Text, or Sentence of Scripture, tonching upon ſome 
point of Faith : About the ſenſe whereof, the Learned do con- 
tend. | 
Which being ſo, divers People, perſwaded in their Con- 
ſciences, that the Srriptures are Divine Books, and really the 
Word of God : And that by believing them rightly, and by 
following that Re/7gioz, which they teach, they may obtain 
Life Everlaſting : Will earneſtly endeavour to ſearch out the 
true meaning of them. Which they being not able every 
where to find by their own natural Forces, without the hel 
of a ſure Interpreter, diredted by the Holy Ghoſt : They will 
pick out divers falſe Senſes ; yea, and Religions, out of the 
Scriptures, by miſtaking their right meaning : Which they 
will repute the true meaning-of them, ( being not tyed to any 
Interpreter, ) and will defend Tooth and Nail, to the afſured 
Perdition of their own Souls, and theirs, whom they draw 
after them ; and to the raiſing of ſeveral FaCtions, endleſs 
Contentions, and bloody Broils amongſt Chriſtian People; as 
we ſee fallen out ſince the riſing of Lather. : 
For e ach of thoſe, who thus ſearch the Scriptures, without 
regarding any Izfallible Interpreter, will eafily perſwade him- 
ſelf, that is the right meaning” of the Holy Ghoſt, which he 
hath lighted upon, and that, the true Light of the Goſpel, 
which ſhineth to him, in reading and-ſcanning the Word of 
God-; and that therefore it ftandeth him upon, if-he will not 
betray the Truth, and loſe his own Soul, to ſtick firmly there- 
unto ; and to ſtrive even to death to maintain the ſame -- 
Yea, ſometimes ſuch Searchers of God's Word, efteem them- 
ſelves bound in Conſcience, to bandy with all the force they 
can, againſt thoſe, who ſeek to Ruine, what they would Raiſe. 
From which manner of perſwafions, have proceeded, not only 
great varieties of. Religions, and great Animolity in the de- 
fence of them ; but all the furious Garboils alſo, and bloody 
Contentions about Religioz, which now for above theſe Hun- \. 
dred_ Years have miſerably turmoil'd the Chriftsan World; and 
yet 
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yer are likely further to turmoil it ; unleſs Chriſtian Princes 
open their Eyes, to behold the true Root of thele Difſentions ; 
and how abſolutely neceſſary it is, to admit of ſome one Infal- 
lible, and Un-erring Interpreter of God's Word, authorized, 
and enabled by the Holy Ghoſt, to deliver the true Senſe 
thereof unto us, and to guide us in Matters of Faith and Re- 
ligion; if ever they mean to repreſs juſtly, the TIrreligious | 
boldneſs of Fanatical Interpreters, and to ſee Peace again re- 
ſtored to the Chriſtian World. 

Which Root of Diſſention is no other thing than that liber- 
ty, to Read and Interpret the Holy Scriptures, which the Pro- 
teitant Religion inſtilleth into Men ; -while it denieth the Iz- 
fallibility of the Church, admitteth of no certain, and un-erring 
Fudge of Controverſies, to whoſe definitive Sentence, all are 
bound to ſubmit ; and maketh the written Word of God, of 
it ſelf, without an Tzrerpreter, the ſole Rule of Faith; by which 
all Men ought to ſquare out their Belief and Religion. 

By all which, it appeareth to be manifeſt, "That, according 
to the Grounds and Tenets of the Proteſtant Religion, the Sa- 
cred word of Gov, is not only unprofitable, but even hurtful 
and pernicious to Mankind, for want of a Sure Interpreter, ap- 
pointed by God, to guide us, (in Faith and Religion, J to the 
right Senſe and Meaning thereof : As beſide the Reaſons gi- 
ven, the manifold Examples of divers unfortunate Men, do 
convince ; who, by over-boldly ſearching into the Bible, have 
either crack'd their Brains, or fallen into deſpair, or turned 
Fews, Turks, or Atheifs, or imbraced abſurd and ridiculous 
Opinions ; for what made Hacker formerly, Naylor, and others 
lately, to give themſelves out for New .Chriſts ? What made 
ſo many falſe Prophets, and chr os appear in the late 
Confuſtons of Exgland? Or what occaſiond then ſo many 
_ Sacriledges, Barbarities and Craelties, but too much poring 1n- 
to, and medling with the Bible ? 


: | Queſt, 
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LL: aderndiny \Proefiens will cafly: grant, "that 
no Feily,- City,” Kingdom,. Commonwealth; Army, -or 
Nevy, can -be-fittingly, and rightly ordered; and governid, 
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| = the beſt me that ever was, and milker of the- OR. 
E* . beſt Law that Mankind ever received ; it'can be no leG than 
E= - Blaſphemy, to affirm, , thar he- left, this his Noble Common- | 
wealth 1»! Sno a Supream Magiſtrate,. to whom his” People "%<- 
mightibaye recourſe 5- and his: Divine and. Evangelical Lam: | 
cantaining ſa many: qbfeure:Verigies,(a.m: profound Myſte- 
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Moreover, If Chriſt hath odeined no Gach: Supream M:- 
giſtrate, Head or Guide of his Church, in things Spirity fl, 
appertaining to; Faith:and/Religion, it ſeems to-followiclgars, 
ly and manifeſtly, that every man is at liberty to believe what. 
he liſt; and to practiſe what Worſhip of God he.thinks belt, - 
What Unity then in- Faith, what Uniformity in the Worſhip: - 
of the Divinity can-there be in the Church of Chrifs 7"Or: 
what ſure means have Chriſtian People to know'who be right- 
and-who- Heretical Believers#: Or to.diſceratheis-true Frys 
lates, whom they are bound to obey, Heb. 119.17: alſe 
Prophets, fron Heretical Teachers, whom they are to Gin | 
under pain of Damnation ? Mutth. 7. Tit. 3. Yea, How can- 
any man be proved-to-be a falſe. Teaches; if- there 'be” noe” 
ſome known true Teacher 2 \ If no-man; bath: Powerand. Au-” 
thority from God+to dire& the Faith of. others. '*Ifne 
be-boand and obliged by Chriſt: to Believe, or to: Teach as an 
other would have: him, .how can-any man-be my eſteemed” 
- to Believe or-Feach amiſsÞ; Oc why hauld he foe 2 repiited to- 

| Believe or Teach amils,if he be tnox/bound:to limit and ſquare” 
qut-hisFaith-and Toaching; by the-Jodge nentand Q 
of fome other: 2: + OTE th 
| Wherefore, cither-we muſt ſay, that the Church of C 

1-not to be obeyed, :that falſe FraphawwroiE WEE voided, - 

that no man'doth 'Believe-or; Teach amiſs, Fn mg as he- 

lieves-and Teaches, well-n his owh Jac 


man-is, .or can be, in refpet.of Men, an grown oh wi a rl W 
 ®rophet :- All which is contrary to the: Word of- w and: 
n ainly. 
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ledge themſelves to be, nor ſee the Danger they are in, till it 
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5 | [41 ] | | 
the avoiding of fin, and for the Profeſſion of our Faith, if A 
ſtorm of Perſecution ariſe.. If, I fay, for Theſe, and ſuch 
like reſpe&ts, the TraCt of Salvation be indeed a narrow way, 
as the Bleſſed Son of God affirms, whogbeſt knew this matter : 
How may any Proteſtant Prudently perſwade himſelf, that 
the Proteſtant Religion, is really this hard and narrow way ; 
ſeeing that 1t 15 one of the eaſieſt Religions in the World ; one 
of the wideſt and broadeſt ways ? 

For what greater eaſe, and freedom in Religion, can there 
be, than to be ty'd to no ſharpneſs, and Mortification of Boa : 
And to be at liberty in Mind, to believe in matters of Religion, 
what we think beſt our ſelves? V Vhich liberty moſt certainly 
all Proteſtants have, by the very Tenets and Principles of their 
Religion ; which freeth them trom being bound (in their own 
Conceit) to Believe as the Church Teaches: And takes from 
them, .in the ſame manner, the yoke of Faſting, of Confeſ- 
ſion, of Pennance : Freeth them from all neceſſity of doing 
good VVorks, to beSavd : Yea, and of keeping the Com- 
mandments of God, as moſt Proteſtazts hold : And Teach- 
eth them, to eſteem themſelves juſtify'd from Sin, and ſe- 
cur'd from all pain, in the next Life, and ſure of Salvation, 
by only Faith , by Believing only and ſtedfaſtly, that the Lord 
hath dy'd for them, and pay'd the ſhot of their Sins. 

That this is ſo, not only their expreſs Dofrine, but even 
alſo the Lives of Proteſtants, eſpecially of their Teachers and 
Ring-leaders, do evidently convince. And therefore ſeeing 
that no doubt can be made, but that the Proteſtant, is a molt 
ealie Religion, and exceedingly pleaſing to Fleſh and Blood : 

Chere can no doubt alſo be made, but that it is not that nar- 
row way, of which our Saviour did ſpeak, which leadeth to 
Salvation : But rather the broad way, which leadeth to ever- 
laſting Perdition. VVhat farisfying Anſwer to this, Pro- 
zeſtants may make, I ſee not. And therelore ſuch of them, as 
truly defire to ſecure their Souls, and to avoid everlaſting mi- 
ſery, may do well and wiſely, to return { whilſt they have 
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[42] 
| time) to that Religion , wherein their Fore-fathers, for the 
ſpace almoſt of a thouſand years, were Sav'd : And wherein 
alfo they may be Sav'd, if they will, even by the grant of their 
own Learned men, as hereafter ſhall appear ; which Religion, 
if they will praQtice exactly, they ſhall find it indeed, to bea 
Narrow-way, to Fleſh and Blood : Yet ſweet and eaſie to Minds 
elevated by Grace, and inflam'd with the Love of Heaven. 


———— 
— 
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Queſtion X. 

How it can be defended, that Jeſus was the True Meſliah, 
promis'd in the Old Teſtament, if the Church, which 
he Founded, err'd ſo many Ages , mm her Dodtrine of 
Faith. 


T isa certain, undoubted, and undenyable Truth, and not 

to be queſtion'd amongſt Chriſtians, that Feſws the Son of 

the Virgin Mary,is the true Meſias,the True Chriſt promis'd in 
the O!d Teſtament,the Omnipotent Son of God, Truly God, Truly 
Man,and the true and ſole Redeemer of the World. This I fay, 
isa moſt certain Truth, and not doubted of by any, but wick- 
ed Miſcreants. Yet to diſcover the Nature of the Proteſtant 
Religion, and toſhew clearly, to my Dear Countrymen, whe- 
ther it tendeth, that thereby, if they will, they may receive 
the leſs hurt by it: T muſt crave leave to demand, how this 
prime and Fundamental Truth of Chriſtianity, can be defended, 
and maintain'd againſt Atheiſts, Turks and Fews, if we ad- 
mit for a Truth ; that, That Church, which Fe/as founded, 
and which his Apoftes planted in the World, hath grievouſly 
and perniciouſly err'd in her Doirine of Faith, and in the 
practice of the Worſhip of God, for many Hundred years ? 
' Yea almoſt even ſince the times of the Apoſtles ? 


That 
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That the Church of Feſws bath fo Erred, is the Main, Prime, 


and Fundamental Ground of the _ Religion, as is well "he hs 
known ; For upon This, as upon a ſure Foundation, Pyote- gaintche 
ftent Teachers have raiſed all their New Buildings : Upon this\7;7 
as upon a ſufficient Cauſe, they have forſaken the 0/4 Rel v: 57: 


2ion, of the Chriſtian World, pretending it to be Erroneozs, 
Superſtitions, Idolatrous, and have undertaken their various, 
and diſcordant Reformatioxs ; about which they themſelves 
cannot yet agree. Which being ſo; to Demonſtrate clearly 


- that this prime Ground of the Proteſtant Religion, and general 


Tenet of all Proteſtant Teachers, doth direCtly lead, yea, in- 
evitably force, ( if it be throughly looked into, and ſearched 
to the bottom, to the denyal of Chrif, and all Chriſftia- 
ulty. 

T lay for my Firſt Ground, That without Faith in Jeſus 
Chriſt, no Man can be ſaved. This is not only the Belief of 
all, that wear and deferve the Noble Title of a Chriftian, but 
certain alſo out of the Word of God. A. 4.12. There t wot 
Selvation in any other ; for neither is there any other Name un- 
der Heaven given to Men, ( to wit, but the Name of Jeſus, ) 
wherein we muff be ſaved. Mark 16. 16, But he that ſhall not 
believe, ( namely, the Goſpel, and Religion of Chriſt, ) ſhall be 
condemned. Heb. 11. 6, Without Faith it i impoſsible to pleaſe 
God. Rom. 5. 1, Being therefore juſtified by Faith, let us- have 
Peace toward God, by our Loxd Feſus C brifſe : By whows alſo we 
heve asceſs, through Faith, to his Grace. This Ground then is 
certain, and cannot be denied by any Chriſtian. 

For my Second Ground I lay : That this Faith in Teſs 
Chrift, which by God's Ordination, is of neceſſity required 
to Salvation ; 1s not a mere Vatural Faith, or Humane Creds= 
lity ; which Men may have by their own natural Forces, 
without the help of God's ſpecial Grace z ſuch as. is the Faith 
of Heathens, of Fews, and Twrks ; and ſuch indeed, as is the 
Faith of all Heretacks : But it is a Divine, and Supernatural 
thing, which Men acquire and attain to, by the ſpecial Aid of 
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God,-by the help of Divine Grace ; and therefore this Faith 
15 called, and truly is, The gift of God. | 

This ground is certain, firſt out of the Word of God, which 
clearly teacheth, That ſaving Faith is the gift of God, Phil. 1. 
29. To you it is given for Chriſt, not only to Believe in him, but 
alſo to Suffer for him. Eph.2.8. By Grace you are ſaves through 
Faith, and that not of your ſelves, for it is the gift of God : Not 
of Works, that no Man may glory. Joh. 6.44. No Man can come 
unto. me, ( that 1s, believe-in me ; for our firſt ſtep toward 
Chriſt is Faith, ) neſs the Father that ſent me draw him. Ard 
Verſe 65. Therefore did Tay to you, that no Man can come to 
me, unleſs it be given him of my Father. Joh. 15. 5. I am the 
Vine, you the Branches ; he that abideth in me, and I ia him, 
the ſame bringeth much fruit ; for without me, you can do no- 
thing. Namely, appertaining to Salvation ; and therefore 
not believe, as is requiſite to Life Everlaſting, without the 
help of Chriſt, that is, of Divine Grace by Chriſt merited, 
and purchaſed for us. Theſe places are clear. 

Secondly, This ground is ſtrongly proved by Reaſon : For 
the end of Man being to enjoy Supernatural Glory, that is the 
clear Viſion of God, in his bleſſed Kingdom : The means to 
. obtain this high and divine End muſt be ſuitable to it, that is, 
Divine, and Supernatural. For who will fay, that Man of 
himſelf, and by his own forces, without the Aid and ſpecial 
Favour of God, is able to make himſelf fit, and proportionate, 
to be aſſociated to the Sazzts, to the Angels, to Chrift, to God, 
in Eternal Glory 2 Who will ſay, that of himſelf, he is able 
to cleanſe his Soul from the ſtains and filth of Sin, and to put 
upon her a Wedding Garment, a Golden, and Reſplendent 
Veſture, ſuitable to the Banquet and Banqueters, of Heaven ? 
The ſpecial Operation then of Divine Grace, muſt Purifie and 
Embelliſh the Soul of Man, and Attire her in Holy and Di- 
vine Virtues, that ſo ſhe may be fit to be the Conſort of God, 
in the fruition of his Eternal Glory, And ſo Fazth, which is 


one of theſe Virtues, and the very Ground and F ___ 
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of the reſt, muſt be Divine and Supernatural, and ſpring in 
Man, from the help of God's Grace ; and be Adorned and 
Dignified by it, that ſo there may be a fit proportion betwixt 
the oor and the Tree, the Seed and the Fruit, the £2g and 
the Bird, a Chriſtian Life, and the Glory of Heaven. | 

Whoſoever will deny this ground, muſt not only forſake 
tl.eclear Dottrine of the Holy Scriptures, and go againſt the 
light of Reaſon, but he muſt alſo fall into the Pelagian He- 
refie, condemned by the Church of Chriſt, Twelve Hundred 
Years ago. Which held, That the Goſpel of Chriſt, being 
propoſed by his Preachers, Men of themſelves, without any 
turther help of Divize Grace, are able to believe the ſame, 
and to do all therein required to Life Everlaſting. Which 
proud phanſy of Pelagizs, St. Hierom, $. Auguſtine; and eſpe- 
cially the Biſhops of Rome, by the invincible force of God's 
Word, did cruſh, confound, and beat to the ground. 

My third Ground is, That as God cannot be the Author 
of a Lye, of falſe Doitrine, of a falſe Faith, of a falſe Religion : 
That is, of a Religion and Dot#rine of Faith, that is mixed 
with Falſhqod, and is partly true, and partly falſe : So he 
neither doth, neither can ſtir up, and draw Men by his ſpe- 
cial Grace, Aid, and Operation, to believe thoſe Religions, or 
' Dodrines of Faith, which are ſo mixed with Falſhood. This 
ſeems to be evident, even by the light of Reaſon 3 for as it is 
the proper work of the Devil, to mix Re/zgions, and to pol- 
lute them with Falſhood : So it 1s his continual, and ſtudious 
endeavour, to ſtir up, and induce Men, { by propoſing ſome 
pleaſing and deleQable thing or other, ) to believe and embrace 
the ſame, that ſo he may deprive them of Divize Faith, which 
is the Gift of God, and bring them affuredly to Everlaſting 
Damnation. Neither let any one be ſo ſimple, as to imagine, 
That the: Devil is only the Author of thoſe Religzons, which 
are wholly Falſe. For ſcarcely is there any Religion in the 
World, that doth teach no Truth at all. And therefore it is 


ſufficient, to prove a Religion to be the work of the. _— 
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if there be any Falſhood in it at all, as S. Pau/ doth ſeem to 
teach, 1 Tim. 4. 1. where, foretelling the riſing of the Max:s- 
chean Herefie, which long did Peſter the Church of God, he 
call's the DoQrine thereof, the DoFrine of Devils : Notwith- 
ſtanding that thoſe Hereticks, with ſome Falſhoods, did teach 
many Truths ; even as all Hereticks do; who, nevertheleſs, 
are ky Inſtruments of the Devil, to ſeduce and deſtroy 
Souls. 

Wherefore, whoſoever do culpably Believe, and Follow 
Religions, or Dottrines of Faith, partly True, partly Falſe, do 
never believe the ſame with Divine Faith, which is the G#t 
of God ; though they eſteem the Relzgzo» which they follow, 
to be the beſt of all others; yea, to be the pure Light of the 
Goſpel of Chriſt : But their Faith 1s ever a meer Humane Cre- 
dulity, ſuch as is the Faith of all Miſ-believers, which can 
never bring them to Eternal Happineſs, how laudably ſoever 
they live ; becauſe without Divine Faith, that is, the Gift of 
God, no Man can be faved, according to the ſettled Ordination, 
and Providence of God ; as I before have clearly ſhewed out 
of his Word. | 

Out of this NoArine, which is moſt True, doth appear, 
Firſt, The Reaſon of the DofQtrine dF Chriſt, deliver'd Mare. 7. 
where he declares, That falſe Prophets, that is, falſe Expoun- 
ders of the Word of God, in Matters 'of Fazth, do deſtroy Souls, 
like as Wolves do deftroy Sheep ; and that it is as impoſlible, 
that- their Followers ſhould acquire, by their Teaching, Dz#- 
vine Faith, and True Sanity, as it is impoſſible, that Thorns 
ſhould bring out Grapes, or Thiſtles, Figgs. The ſame Do- 
Qrine is taught by the Apoſtle ; who aftirms, That Hereticks 
are Subverted, Tit. 3. And Subvert the Faith of others, 2 Tim. 
2.18. That they make Shipwrack about Faith, 1 Tim. 1. 19. 
That they mw ſo. the Faith, 1 Tim. 4. 1. That they are 
Reprobate about Faith, 2 Tim. 3.8. and the like. Which 
miſchief they fall into themſelves, and bring upon their Fol- 
lowers, though they Err but in one Article of Faith, as Hime- 
B&U5 
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eu and Philetus did, 2 Tim. 2.18. And as Arins did at the 
firſt, denying the Equality of the Father and the Son. 

But Note here, That the Apoſtle in the places cited, doth 
not mean, that Heyetical Teachers, do ſo Subvert and Ruine 
the Faith of their Followers, that they leave them no Faith 
at all ; but that they Subvert their Divize Faith, which is the 
Gift of God, wholly overthrowing that, though they leave 
them ſtore of Humane Faith ; to which ſeduced People firm- 
ly ſticking, yea ſometimes even to Fetters and Death, do reap 
thereby nothing at all, but Temporal Commodities, and Vain- 
glory, purchaſed with the Eternal loſs of their Souls. 

Secondly, Doth appear, out of the ſame DoCtQtrine, the great 
Obligation that wg People have, to keep themſelves 
within the Boſom of the True and Catholick Charch of Chriſt : 
Becauſe that this Church, being continually aſsiſtked by Chriſt 
himſelf, Matth. 28.20. And taught all Truth by the Holy 
_ John 16. 13. doth propoſe unto her Followers, ir her 
Dottrine of Faith, nothing but Truth ; whereby their Faith 
doth eaſily come to be Divire, and the Gift of God, his Hea- 
venly Grace Co-operating with them. It doth alſo appear, 
how —_— they are obliged to take heed of, and to ſhun, and 
avoid Falſe Prophets ; Falſe, and Heretical Expounders of 
God's Word ; which run of their own accord, not being ſent, 
authorized, or allowed of, by the Ordinary Doors, and Pa- 
ſtors, of the Ever Viſible and Catholick Church of Chriſt : And 
how wary they ought to be, not to have itching Ears, after 
new Maſters, 2 Tim. 4. 3. Or greedily to hearken to their 
. Novelties in Matters of Faith ; which upon the reckoning, 
w1ll be found to be no better than Fables, that is, than the 
Fiftitious and Self-inventions of Mens Brains : Though theſe 
buſie Teachers palliate them, with ſpecious terms, and bear 
their Hearers in Hand, That theſe their new devices, are the 
Pare Light of the Goſpel. For by forſaking the- Do&rine of 
' the Church, the —_— Mother and Miſtreſs of all Nations ; 


and as the Apoſtle terms her, 1 Tim. 3. 15. The Pillar and 
| Ground 
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Ground of Truth, ; and following ſuch New Teachers, they 
make Shipwrack of their D:vwine Faith, and run themſelves 
aſſuredly upon the Rock of Perdition. 

Thirdly, It appears how dangerouſly thoſe are deceived, 
who think they have Faith enough to Salvation, if they be- 
lieve thoſe Points of the Chriſtian Religion, about which both 
Catholicks and Proteſtants agree ; eſteeming themſelves not 
obliged to believe any of thoſe Articles, about which the 
Learned of theſe two Religions do differ and contend. As 
though Chriſtian People were not obliged, under pain of Dam- 
nation, tO beware of Falſe Prophets, Matth. 7. To ſbun Hereti- 


cal Teachers, Tit. 3. To obey their Lawful Prelates, and to be 
 ſubjeft unto them, in Matters of Faith and Religion, Heb. x3. 


To hear thoſe Teachers, whom Chriſt doth ſend, Luk. xo. To 
hear and obey the Voice of his Church, if they will not be held 
to be in as ill Caſe, as Publicans, and Erhnicks are, Matth. 18. 
Or as though they were not bound to know the right 
means, by which they are to be Juſtified, cleanſed from Sin, 
and Saved ; to Believe rightly, and to Receive worthily, the 
great Sacrament of the Body and Blood of Chriſt, 1 Cor. 11. 
Foh. 6. And as though they were not obliged, under the ſame 
Penalty, to believe and profeſs the True Goſpel, the True 
Faith and Religion of Chriſt ; and to Serve, and Worſhip God 
rightly. Seeing thoſe which believe. not his Goſpel, that is, 
the whole Summ of Divine Dottrine, taught by his Apoſtles, 
Apoſtles, and by their Succeſſors, the Ordinary DoCtors, and 
Paſtors of his Church, are to be Damned, Mark 16. As thoſe 
alſo are, Which deny Chriſt before Mex, Matth. 10.33. Which 
Crime all commit, who deny themſelves to be of rhe True 
Religion, as is manifeſt by the Example of St. Peter, who de- 
nying only, that he was a Follower of. Chriſt, and of his 
Company, was reputed to deny- Chriſt ; even as thoſe will 
be, who culpably profeſs a Falſe Religion. For ſuch by their 
very Fact, deny the True, and themſelves to be of the Com- 
munion thereof, and of the Company, and Society of the True 
| | Followers, 
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Followers, Diſciples and Servants of Chriſt, whereby, at his 
Judgement-ſeat, they will be reputed to have forſaken and 
denied him. _ OP | | | 

But to open this Point a little more (becauſe many, even 
of the better ſort, are brought thereby into no ſmall danger 
of Perdition) this their Conceit is not grounded upon any 
clear Text of Gods Word, or upon the Authority of any UV#- 
erring Charch, but meerly upon a Miſtake of their own; by 
which, out of one or two Truths, they infer a pernicious 
Falſhood ; upon which, while they truſt, they truſt to a bro- 
ken Staff, which at their laſt Leap, will let them fall into the 
deep Ditch of Perdition, if before their Death they caſt it 
not away- | | 

The firſt Truth is, that the Illiterate, Simple, Unlearned of 

the True and Catholick Church of Chrift, are not bound to 
know, and expreſly believe (that is, with Faith explicit, as 
Divines ſpeak) all the Articles of Faith, which the Learned 
DoFors and Paſtors of this Church, do know, and believe, But 
ſuch do fatisfie the Precept of Faith, if they believe with _ 
Faith explicit, the prime and more celebrated Articles and 
Miſteries of the Chrif#za» Religion contained in the Creed, 
or ſolemnized by the Church, which appertain to the right 
knowledge of the Trinity, Incarnation, Paſſion, and Reſur- 
reFion of Chrift, and which concern the Redemption, Fnſtifi- 
cation, SanFification and Glorification of Man, {o-that they 
believe the reſt with Faith implicit z that is, ſo that they be- 
lieve as the Church believes, being ever ready, in Heart 
and Aﬀection, to ſubmit their Judgements, in matters of Fazth 
and Religion, to the Judgement of the Church, and to believe 
as She ſhall teach. 

But yet although ſuch are not bound to believe expreſly; 
and in particular, all the Articles of Faith which the Learned 
Paſtors of the Church believe, yet they are bound, under the 
Penalty of Eternal Damnation, not to deny wittingly, any 
one of them, nor to doubt ſtubbornly of the truth of them, 

2 not 
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nor to beheve wittingly the contrary ; for he that ſo doth, 
falleth thereby into the damning Crime of Fereſe, Which 
. ever includes a EleFion, or Culing out (of certain Articles) 
out of the DoFrine of the Church, which are imbraced for 
true, and a RejeFjor of the reſt, as Doubtfu], Falſe, or Er- 
ronious. | | | 

'Which preſumptuous diſcarding of Divine Verities, re- 
vealed by Chriſt to his Apoſtles, tor the direction of Man- 
kind to Eternal Happineſs, and by them laid up in the Trea- 
ſary of the Church, as a Sacred Depoſitum, 1 Tim. 6, 20, un- 
der the ſure Cuſtody of the Holy Ghoſt, isno leſs than High- 
Treaſon againſt Chriſt our Saviour, in regard that it raiſes a 
moſt pernicions Rebelion 1n his Spiritual Kingdom, bringing 
part thereof again under the Tyranny of the Devil. It 
fraſtrates the full Operation of his Paſſion, extinguiſhes 
the true and right Worſhip of God, deſpoils Chriſtian People 
of Divine Faith, and thereby of the true means of Salvation. 
It deprives the Saints of das Honour, defrauds the Faithful 
departed of neceſfary Relief. It robbs Heaven of Souls, and 
inriches Hell with innumerable unwary, and moſt unhappy 
People. For which reſpeQs, it is rightly ſtiled one of the 
greateſt Sins, and of the Joudeſt crying Crimes that is. 

Although I ſay, the Unlearned of the Church are not 
bound to believe explicitly, all Her Sacred Verities, yet 
they are bound not- to deny any one of them wittingly ; 
even as they are not bound to know all that is in the Sacred 
Scripture, yet they are bound not to deny any thing therein 
contain'd, though it be never ſo ſmaſl a thing, becauſe all 
is warranted by the Authority of Goa, which is of equal 
Force and Worth, of equal Truth, both in great and in ſmall 
things, which therefore are of equal Certainty, it being as 
far from God, to lie and deceive in ſmall things as in great. 
And therefore prudent Men, in Matters of Fazth and Religi- 
on, ſeek no farther, than whether this, or that be warranted 
by Gods Authority, or no, which they learn by the Teaching 
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of the Church, guided by the Holy GhoF, tor there is no 
other ſure and infallible Means on Earth, to dire@ us in the: 
obſcure Mzſteries of Faith, about which anew, Gad now re- 
veals nothing, but leaves us to the Teaching of his Church, 
guided, as I (aid, by the Holy Ghoſt ; which makes all Di/- 
creet Chriſtians to ſubmiSſ\o humbly their Judgements to the 
Church, and to relie ſo ſecurely upou her Authority ; God 
himſelf aſſuring them, that She is the Pillar and Ground of 
Truth, 1 Tim. 3. 15. vs 

The Second Truth is, That the Subje&s of the Church of 
Chriſt, are not bound either to know or believe certain dif- 
patable Points of Divinity, not defin'd by the Church, which 
are controverted among the Learned. 

The pernicibus Falſhood inferred out of theſe Truths, is, 
That Chriſtian People, who are not Learned, are not bound, 
under hazard of their Souls, to believe thoſe Articles of Faith, 
taught by the the True and Catholick Church of Chriff, which 
falſe Prophets, which Heretical Men, reputed Learned, do 
queſtion, deny, and diſpute againſt. As though the Bad, 
Proud, Rebellious and Ungodly, proceeding of theſe Men, 
were a ſufficient Warrant unto others, to doubt of the Truth 
of Gods revealed Veritiesz to mangle and believe by halves 
his Sacred Religion, to diſobey their Lawful Prelates, to de- 
prive their Souls of the fruitful uſe of Chriſts Divine Sacra- 
ments, to contemn the Doctrine, and to forſake the Commu: 
ion of the Church, 

Which is manifeſtly abſurd and untrue, being contrary 
both to Reaſon and Scripture, as I have ſhewed. Which 
reach that Chrftian People, 1n the profound Myſteries of the 
Chriftian Religion, are bound to be guided by thoſe DoFors 
and Paſtors, AF. 20. which God hath placed in his Church, 
and authoriſed to Teach, Dire&, and Guide them. And that 
they are likewiſe moſt deeply obliged, to beware of, and to 
{hun falſe Prophets, and Heretical Teachers, and not to heap 


to themſelves new Maſters, with itching Ears, leaving the 
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Truth of the PiPar of Trath, the Church of the Living God, 
and turning to Fables, that is, either to their own Self-con 
ceits, Or to the Self-conceits of others, which in the Myſte- 
ries of the Chriſtian Religion, when they (werve from the 
Do#rine of the Church, are no truer than Fables, though they 
be gilded over with the fair Title of the true Light of the 
Goſpel; and therefore the Faith of thoſe, who are guided 
by ſuch Conceiters, is never Dzvine, never the Gift of God, 
never available to Salvation. . 

For the clear underſtanding of which Afſertion ; Note 
Firft, That moſt true it is, that God hath revealed many pro- 
found Mifteries. and Divine Verities for Men to believe, to 
be thereby directed fittingly what to hold, and to practiſe, for _ 
the obtaining of ever-during Happineſs. ; 

Note Secondly, That it is alſo moſt true, that Man of him- 
ſelf, without the Aid of Ccaleſtial Grace, is not able to be: 
lieve theſe Verities fittingly and ſuitably to his Supernatural 
End. | 

Note Thirdly, That God cannot ſtir up, and draw men, by 
this his Heavenly Grace, to believe thele Verities, unleſs they 
be propoſed to be believ'd without all mixture of Falſhood ; 
for if any Falſhood be packt in among them, and propoſed 
with them for a Divine Truth, revealed by God, he cannot 
draw men, by his Grace, to believe them thus mingled and 
propoſed with Falſhood, as is manifeſt, becauſe he cannot in- 
duce men to believe any Falſhood at all. - And therefore, 
whoſoever doth thruſt in, among ſome Divine Verities, any 
falſe Doctrine, contrary to that which God hath revealed, 
propoſing the ſame to be believed as a Divine Truth, and 
therein (tubbornly contradifting the Teaching of the Church, 
he debars God from co-opperating with his Grace, and 
from drawing *People to believe, with Divine Faith, the 
Dofrine fo mixt and propoſed. | 

Note Foxrthly, That Gods revealed Verities will fall out 
to be of no utility at all to Mankind, but rather a Trap to ruine 


them, 
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them, unleſs there be ſome ſure, un-erring and infallible Pro- 
pofer of them, who doth propoſe them to Gods People, 
without any mjxture of Falſhood- at all, in ſuch ſort, that he 
doth not propoſe any thing, as an Article revealed by God, 
which is not ſo, or which is falſe, and contrary to that which 
. God hath indeed reveal'd. And therefore that God may draw 
men, by the ſpecial aid of his Grace, to believe with Divine 
Faith, his revealed Miſteries and Verities; he muſt cauſe 
them to be propoſed to men ſincerely, and without all mix- 
ture of Falſhood; He I ſay, muſt cauſe them to be ſo pro- 
poſed, becauſe no man of himſelf without the continual gui- 
dance and afliſtance of the Holy Ghoſt, is able always ſo to 
propoſe them. 

All then, that will have D;vine Faith, muſt be guided by 
Gods Propoſer of Divine DoGrine, and believe as he doth 
teach. For if they follow any contrary Propoſer, who does 
mingle Truth with Falſhood, contrary to the Doctrine of the 
right Propoſer, their Faith cannot be Divize, nor avail them 
to Salvation. If any one ask who 1s Gods un-erring Propo- 
ſer of Dzvine Verities, I an{wer now, as I anſwer'd before, 
no other but the Ordinary Doors and Paſtors of the ever 
viſible and Catholick Church of Chrif# ; which DoGQors and 
Paſtors, among other things, propoſe as a Divine and cer. 
tain Truth, that out of the Communion of the True and Ca- 
tholick Church, no Salvation can be had : out of whoſe 
Communion, thoſe molt certainly do live, who are ſepara- 
ted from the Chair of St. Peter, and proteſs Rzligions by it 
condemned. And therefore thoſe which eſteem themſelves 
' ſecure, by believing only thoſe general Points of the Chri- ' 
Tian Religion, which are not controverted betwixt the 
Learned of the Proteſtant, and of the Roman Church, are 
greatly deceived; they being not only deſtitute of Divine 
Faith, but alſo very far off from performing the Duty of 
good Chriſtians, as may ſufficiently appear by what is 1aid. 
And therefore this their Conceit , ferves to little elſe; but 
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-to bring them to Hell with a quiet and unfrighted Con- 
ſcience. SE Be 

Fourthly, Out of the Grounds laid, a ſufficient Reaſon doth 
appear of the DoFrine of the Ancient Fathers, who con- 
ſtantly taught, that out of the Catholick Church there 1s no 
Salvation ; which Catholick Church, they eſteemed to be no” 
other, than that which is joyned in Communion with the 
Chair of St. Peter. Hear a word or two out of thoſe ancient 
Worthies ; St. Athanaſius in his Creed, approved of, and re- 
ceived by the whole Church, ſpeaketh . thus, Whoſoever will 
be ſaved, before all things it is needful, that he hold the Catho- 
lick Faith ; the which, anleſs one keep entire and inviolate, with- 
out all doubt, he ſhall periſh eternally. 

St. Cyprian, De Simpl. Prelat. And St. Auguſtin, De 
Simbol. I. 4. c: 10. faith, If any one be found without the Church, 
he ſhall be an Alien from the Children of God, neither ſhall he 
have God for his Father, who would not have the Church for his 
Mother. The ſame St. /nguſtin, (peaking of Emeritus a Do- 
 matiſt, and a Biſhop ſaith, JSerm. de geſits cum Emerito. He 
' cannot have Salvation, but in the Catholick Church, out of the 
Church he may have all but Salvation. He may have Honour, 
he may have the Sacrament, he may ſing Alleluja, he may anſwer 
Amen, he may hold the Goſpel, he may both have and preach Faith, 
3 the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghoſt ; but Salvation he can no where have, ſaving in the Catho- 
lick, Church. Where note, that Biſhop Emeritus being a Do+ 
zatiſt, was not ſO much ſeparated from the Roman Church, 
. as Proteſtants are. And yet this Learned Father, and great 

Light of Gods Church,efteemed him to be out of the Catholick 
Church, and out of the State of Salvation, In vain then do 
Proteſtants confide, that they are within the Catholick Church, 
they being farther ſeparated from the ſame than this Biſhop was. 
. St, Fulgentinus, De Fid. ad Pet. c. 39. faith, Mo$t firmly hold, 
and in no ſort doubt, that each Heretick, or Schiſmatick Bapti- 


zed in the Name rf the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
| Ghoſt, 
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Gho#F, if ha be not reffored to the Catholick, Church, how great 
Alms ſoever he give, yea, though he ſhould ſhed his Blood for the 
Name of Chriſt, yet he cannot be ſaved. Thus theſe Holy 
and Learned Fathers, with whom, in this Point agree the 
reſt. | 
Fifthly, Tt-appears by the Grounds aforeſaid, that there can 
| bebutonly one ſaving Faith and Religionin the World,becauſe 
there can be but only one DoFrine of Faith that is wholly 
true, and free from all mixture of Falſhood 3; for all other 
Dotrines of Faith, muſt of neceſſity be mixed and ſtain'd 
with fome Falſhood, more or leſs, according as they do, more 
or leſs differ from, and contradid, that one Divine Do@rirne 
of Faith, which is wholly true, as is manifeſt. And therefore. 
God cannot draw men to believe any of them, with Divine 
Faith, 'required of neceſfity to Salvation. And ſo no Fel;- 
gion, whole DoFrine of Faith is mixed with Falſhood, is 
truly and really a ſaving Religion; how much ſoever 
it be adorned by the: ſeducing Teachers, or the ſeduced Fol- 
lowers thereof, with the gay Title of the pure Light of the 
Goſpel. 
| Sixthly, Tt appears how juſt cauſe all Proteſtants have to 
return with ſpeed to the Roman Church, in which they may 
alſuredly be ſaved,even by the Judgement ofthe moſt Learn- 
ed among them, as hereafter ſhall appear; becauſe it is more 
than probable, that the Proteſtant Profeſſion 1s not a ſaving 
Religion, in regard, that the DoFrine of Faith, which it im- 
braceth, is not, nor cannot be wholly true, bur really and. 
certainly is mixed with much Falſhood, . 1, Becaule in di- 
vers weighty Points of Faith, it diretly contradifts the ex-- 
preſs Word of God, as I before have ſhewed. F- 
2. Becauſe this DoFrine of Faith, is not direted by 
any ſure Rule of Faith, by any Infallzb!e Interpreter of the 
Scriptures, by any Un-erting Judge of Controverſies, nor pro- 
poſed by any ſure and Infallible Propoſer. 3. Becauſe Pro- 


teſtants are divided into ſeveral Branches or Sefs, which 
, greatly 
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greatly differ, and are contrary one to another, in divers 
weighty Points of Faith, asI before have noted. And 4. Be- 
caule Proteſtants hold, that all Churches are ſubje& to erring, 
yea, and have erred in their Do@rine of Faith. What afſu- 
rance then have they, that Theirs doth not err 2? none at all. 
But to come now to the principal Point intended in this 
#eZ3jon ; 1 affirm, that out of the Grounds laid, which Chri- 
ſtianly cannot be deny'd, it clearly follows, that according to 


' the main Tenet, and Ground of the Proteſtant Religion, Je- 
ſus, the Son of the Virgin Mary, was not the true Meſſras 


promiſed in the Old Teftamert, nor the true Saviour of the 


World. This monſtrous Falſhood, and deteſtable Blaſphemy, 
| I ay, doth clearly and inevitably follow, out of the chief 
and Fundamental Ground of the Proteſtant Religion. For 
if the Church, which Jeſus founded, came to erre in her 
DoFrine of Fazth, in the Ages after the Apoſtles, and to be 
corrupted with many pernicious Falſhoods and Superſtitions, 
as Proteftant Teachers affirm, the Promiſes of God, concern- 
ing the Meſſzas, made (ſo ſeriouſly to the Patriarchs of the 
Old Teftazgent, cannot poſſibly be verified of Jeſus, and con- 
fequently he was not the true Meſſzas, the true Chriſt and 
Saviour of the World ; for of the true Meſſzas theſe Promi- 
ſes muſt be verified moſt certainly, in regard that God can- 
not be falſe of his Word. | ; 

Thus then he promiſed to Abraham, Gen. 12. 3. Ir thee 
ſhall al the Kindreds of the Earth be bleſſed. Gen. 18, 18. 
In him (Abraham) are to be bleſſed all the Nations of the 
Earth. To Iſaac, Gen. 26. 4. Is thy Seed ſhall be bleſſed all 
the Nations of the Earth. To Jacob, Gen. 28. 14. Ir thee 
and in thy Seed, all the Tribes of the Earth ſhall be bleſſed. 
That is, in Chriſt, in the true Meſſzas, as the Apolile does 
interpret 3 Gal. 3. 6. Of whom allo the /oyal Prophet ſang. 
Pſal. 17. 7. All the Tribes of the Earth ſhall be bleſſed in him, 
all Nations ſhall magnifie him. | 


Now 
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Now then, out of theſe places of Holy Writ, it ſeems clear : 
- Firſt, That according toGods often: reiterated Promiſe, all 
the Nations of the Earth;-are truly:to be Blefſed in the Mefav, 

the Hopeful Seed of the Patriarchs. ph | 

Secondly, It ſeems clear, : that this ſo Solemnly Promis'd 
Bleſſing , was not chiefly to. confiſt 'in Earthly, Temporal, 
AUP Riches and Happineſs, but ia Heavenly, Spiritual, 

ternal. Way riffs 03 tab nfm | 

Thirdly, Tt ſeems clear, that the Nations of the Earth, are 
to obtain this Bleſſing ,” by: Receiving, Believing, Praftiſing 
that Religion, and Worſhip of God;:; which the Meſias was to 
inſtitute, and to introduce amongſt: them;;by the Teaching 
of his DoCtors and Paſtors. See Epheſ. 4. 12. , ' © 

Fourthly, It ſeems clear, that the Religion of the True Meſ- 
fias, 1s not to be introduc'd amongſt the Nations of the Earth, 
in one Year, or in ne Age.; Butby degrees;. and. by the La- 
bours and Charitable Endeavours of many Ages: Becauſe the | 
- fame is not to be brought in by Force, but by Fair Means : 
Not by the Soldiers Sword, but by the Teachers Word : Not 
by Violent Compulſion, but by Gentle: Perſwaſion ; ſuch as 
the Apoſtles and Apoftolical (Teachers have ever usd. Going, 
(faith our Sweet Saviour) Teach af. Nations, Matth. 28. And 
therefore this muſt needs be-a. work of long continuance ;* the 
Nariogs of the Earth being ſo many as they are,ſ{o diſpers'd over 
the whole World, and diſ-joyn'd.one from another, by Moun- 
tains and Seas; ſo Barbarous, ſo Drench'd in Sin, :1nur'd to 
Carnal and Brutiſh Cuſtoms : And the Religion of the Me/ſ- 
fas, being ſo Holy and Profound, as Gods Religion mult be. 
Yea, this Divine Work, of notifying, the Mzſfzas, - to all the 
_ Nations of the Earth, and of Converting them, or at leaſt 
part of each of them to him, is to endure and laſt, even till 
the end of the World; as is manifeſt out of our Saviours 
Words, before alleadg'd out of the 24 of Math. See the place, 
and weigh it well. 7m | 
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Fifthly, Ttis certain, out of the grounds. before laid , that” 
the Nations of the Earth, cannot. believe the Religion of the 
Meſfas availably to Salvation, and'gain thereby.the Promis'd 
Bleſſing, without the help .of Divize Grace :: That is , unlefs 
by the ſpecial working and Aid of God , they be effeQuually 
mov'd, ftir'd up, and drawn, . to forſake their 0/4 and Blind 
Traditions, their Falſe and Idolatrous Worthips, their Beaft- 
ly and Abominable Manners , to imbrace and praQtice Reli- 
gioufly the Holy Difficil and _ Religion of the Meffas, be- 
lieving the ſame, with ſach, and ſo Diyine a Faith , as really 
is the Gift of God; without which no man can be:Sav'd._ 
 Sixthly, Tt is alſo certain, out of the fame grounds, that 
God by his Grace, and ſpecial Aid, cannot ſtir up, and effeCtu- 
ally draw the Nations of the Earth, to Receive, Believe and 
and PraCtice the Re/igio of the Meſfias , unleſs it be: wholly 
true :. Unleſs I fay it be wholty True, wholly Pure from Errors 
and Superſtitions. For if with fuch ftuff, it be mix'd, corrup- 
ted, defil'd, and made diſplealing to God, and hurtful to the 
Soul of Man, it is impoſſible, that God by his Aid and Grace, 
ſhould induce and draw: Men to Beheve it :. As the very Light 
of Reaſon doth Feach. Note, This well. OY 

And therefore, as the Work of the Converſion of Nations, 
to the Meſzas, that they may be made Bleſſed in him, muſt 
continue tn all Ages, even till the end of the World : So moſt 
certainly, the True Meias mult ever” preſerve in the World, 
even till the end thereof, -a Holy and Divine Religion , a 
Do&rine of Faith intirely and wholly True , intirely' and 
wholly. Pure, from Errours and Superſtitions , ' that ſo the 
Bleſſed Majeſty of Heaven,by his Divine and Powerful Grace, 
may draw the Nations-of the- Earth, to Believe this his' Re/;- 
210, and to prattice it Religiouly, that thereby they immay 
become Bleſſed in Him. All this is clear and manifeſt out of 
| the Word of God, the Light of Reaſon, and the grounds laid. 


But 
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- But Jeſus, - for above theſe thouſand, 'twelve hundred , or 

-fourteen hundred years, hath not hal any Religion ſpread over 
the World, among the Nations of the Earth; and Preach'd 
unto them, 'to make them Bleſſed in Him, which hath been 
wholly True, and Pure from Errors and Superſtitions ; (if 
Protefant Teachers fay true ; and. do 'n6t' moſt dangeroufly 
miſtake, to the Perdition of themſelves and their Followers) 
Ergo,. Jeſus isnot the true Meſ3:zas, the True Chrift and Sa- 
viour of the World , according. to the General Tenet of all 
Proteſtant Teachers, and the' main ground of the Proreſtart 
Religion. | 

For the True Me{5i25, muſt of neceſſity, have ſuch a Re- 
ligionin all Ages, that thereby the Nations of the Earth ma 
be Bleſſed in him : As I have. clearly deduc'd and ſhew'd. 
But ay (according to the DoEtrine of Proteſtants ) hath 
not had ſuch a Religion ſcarcely ſince the Apoſtles times : 
And therefore the Natkdei of the Earth, have not been 
Bleſſed in Him : And conſequently, if their Divinity be good, 
he is not the True' Meſ57as. wn Bodt O 

The Nations of the Earth; Tay , for above theſe twelve 
hundred years, have not been Bleſſed in Jeſus, by believing 
in him, for want of a Trze Religion, though very many of 
them, within this ſpace of time, have'been Converted to him, 
by the Roman Church, by the Labours and Induſtry of Papiſts, 
both in Europe , Afia, Africa, and the New-found World : 
Neither are they ever likely to be Bleſſed in Him : For if al- 
ready he hath not taken order, to preſerve a True, Divine, 
and Pure Religion among them, to bring unto them the Pro- 
mis'd Bleſſing, that is, to apy f and Save them : He is 
never likely todo it. For he is not ikely to be wiſer, or better, 


or more Powerful hereafter, than he hath been heretofore: 
Neither is ke likely to come into the World again, to found a 
new Churchand Religion, and to eſtabliſh it better, then He 


did his firſt, for the Salvation of Mankind. 
8 1 | Out 
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Out.of all which.,it -foflows. clearly and: manifeſtly, that, 
accarding, to, the Doftrine, and fundamental ground' of the 
Proteſtant Religion (which 1s, that the Church of Jeſus, for 
many hundred years , hath ſhamefully and pernicioully err'd 
in her Do&rine of Faith, and in the True Worſhip of God,) 
it follows, I ſay, out, of this Aſſertion, clearly and manifeſt- 
ly, that Jeſus was not, nor is not, the True Meſsias, the True 
Chrift and Saviour of the World; Behold, here the true depth 
of the Proteſtant Religion, and whether it direttly leads, if 
it's ſearch'd to the bottom : And doubt not,. but that the Bird 
is naught, that lays ſo bad an Egg. Fo 9 

What will Proteſtants anſwer here, to ſtruggle out of theſe 
narrow ſtraits? Will they fay, that although Jeſus had nor, 
for ſo many hundred years, any Viſible True Religion; yet he 
had an Inviſible Trae. Religion, by which the Nations of the 
Earth were made Bleſſed ? But then I demand 1/. With what 
SpeRacles do theſe men, who thus Anſwer, fee this Iwiſible 
Religion? Or how do they know there was any ſuch in the 
World ? What Text of. the Bib/e, what Hiſtory makes men- 
tion thereof? 2/y, Who were the Preachers of this Inyiſible 
Religion? Who the Followers? What Nations receiv'd it ? 
What Sacraments had it ? What Divine Service, or Worſhip 
of God ? In what Churches was it praQtic'd, or Caves, or De- 
ſarts? How did :the Followers thereof know one another ? 
What Candles did they uſe at their Meetings , all being In- 
viſible amongſt them ? 34y. What Fooliſh Heretick, may not, 
by thus Anſwering, maintain, that his Deviſes were ever ex- 
tant, though Inviſibly, and that the Nations of the Earth by 
them have been Bleſſed, yet Inviſibly ? | 

This Anſwer then being too too Abſurd- and Ridiculous : 
Will other Prozeftants hope to evade, by ſaying, That although 
the Faith of the Roman Church , grew by degrees to be full of 
Errors and Superſtitions ; yet the Nations of the Earth, were 
Sav'd thereby, and thereby were made truly Bleſſed in Jeſus ? 
But then I demand firſt, whether the Faith of the Roman 


Church, 


o 
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Church, be truly Holy, truly pleaſing to God, and profitable 
to'Man, or no ? If it be not, how could God draw Men by 
his Heavenly Grace, to believe it ? But if it be, why did Pros 
teftants at the firſt revolt from it ? Or how durſt they lately 
Perſecute it ? May they ſecurely Perſecute and ſeek to ruine 
that Religion, by which for ſo many hundred years, the Na- 
tions of the Earth, have been made Bleſſed in Jeſus ? T believe 
not. 
Secondly, I demand by what Text of Scripture, or light of 
Reaſon, will Proteſtants maintain, that God by his Grace and 
ſpecial operation, can draw men to believe a falſe and Swper- 
ſtitious Religion ? A Religion, that had ſo great need of Re- 
forming, that the World was to be turn'd up-ſide down, and 
Infinite Tumults, and Bloody Broils to be ſet a foot, rather 
than not to undertake it ? If God can draw men by his Grace, 
can move and tir them up, to imbrace and believe Errors 
and Superſtitions, or Religions, that are Erronious and Super- 
ſtitious ; how is he not, in this reſpe&, as bad as the Devil * 
Or upon what firm ground can we maintain, that the Reli- 
gion of Moſes, the Religion of Feſus, was Pure and Holy * 
By faying and proving that-God was the Author of theſe Re- 


ligions ? That proves nothing, if God by his Grace, can draw 


' men to believe Errors and Superſtitions. 
Thirdly, T demand If Jeſus was the true Meſ5ias, and that 
God did intend, to draw the Nations of the Earth, to believe 


in him, and to make them Bleſſed by him; was he not able 


to provide himſelf of a 'True, Holy and Divine Religion; to 
which with his Honour he might draw them : But muſt he 
needs make uſe of a Falſe, Blind, Superſtitious one, to the ex- 
tream Diſgrace of himſelf? Theſe Anſwers then being Abſurd, 
and far from ſatisfying Prudent men : To maintain, that Je- 
ſus is the True Meſ5;as, and that the Promiſes of God, made 
to the Patriarchs, have been really fulfill'd'in him : Will con- 
ſiderate Proteſtants grant and acknowledge, that he hath ever 


had in all Ages, a Divize Religion, wholly True; and truly 
| Saving, 
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Saving, ſpread over the World, to bring to the Nationsthere- 
' of, the promis'd Bleſſing ? If this they will do, they ſhall do 
like Good Chriſtians : Bur then they muſt name a Divine, Pure 
and Tuſtrious Religion, different and diſtinct from Papiſtry, 
which hath Converted the Nations of the Earth to Jeſus, and 
in- all Ages hath made them Bleſſed in him : Which is im- 
poſſible for them to do : Orelfe they muſt acknowledge, and 
grant, that Papiſtry is a Divine Religion, 1s wholly true, is 
the True Light of the Goſpel of Chriſt, is his only Saving 
Faith, and abundantly apt and able, to bring to the Nations 
_ of the Earth, the Promis'd Blefling (all which is moſt true) 
as I hope they will grant ; rather then deny, that Jeſus was 
the True Meſsjas and Saviour of the World , as ſome Pro- 
zeftants have done, to the aſſured damnation of their Souls : 
Being by this Argument choak'd; and not able to find, any fa- 
tisying Anſwer thereunto; unleſs they would yield, that 
Papiſtry is a Holy and Saving Religion, and the true Light 
of the Goſpel of Chriſt: Which they being unwilling to 
yield unto, either for ſhame, or for their extream hatred there- 
of, turn'd either Jews, Tarks or Atheiſts, and ſo made ſure 
their Eternal Damnation. But our Proteſtants, 1 hope, will 
be Wiſer, and will rather return to the Faith, of their Noble 
Progenitors , in which they may aſſuredly be Sav'd; than run 
into ſo great madneſs, and thereby periſh Eternally. 
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Queſt 10n XI. 


Did the Church of Chriſt err heretofore, becauſe Chriſt 
could not preſerve her from erring, or becauſe he 
would nat. - | 


\ | Y Eleventh Demand of Proteftants, is, if the Church 
of Chriſt, hath err'd, as they fay, in her DoQrine 
of Faith, from whence proceeded, this her erring ? Did this 
happen, becauſe Chriſt could not keep her from erring; or 
becauſe he would not ? If he could not, how 1s he God ? How 
is he Omnipotent ? How is it True, that he had 47 Power 
given him both in Heaven and Earth, Mat. 28. 18. If Chriſt 
could enable his Apoſtles, to Preach his Religion , over the 
World, without danger of erring, and of deluding the Na- 
tions of the Earth; why could he not alſo Enable their Suc- 
ceſſors, the Ordinary Dottors and Paſtors of his Church, to 
Teach and continue the ſame Religion, in all ſucceeding Ages, 
without danger of erring, and of miſleading his People ? It 
God could dire&t men to write his Holy Scriptures, without 
danger of erring 3 why can he not direct men, to explicate 
the ſame Holy Scriptures inall Ages, without danger of erring, 
' in matters of Faith ? 

Well then, Prozeftauts mult fay, that Chritt could have 
preſerv*d his Church, in all Ages, trom danger of erring, in 
her Doctrine of Faith ; but would not. But why would he 
not ? Did the Increaſe of his own Credit and Glory, move 
him to this negle&, or the good of Mankind ? Not the In- 
creaſe of his own Credit, For what Credit, Honour, Glory 
could acrew and ariſe to him, by the erring of his Church ? 
Doth this commend his Workmanſhip, in Founding her ? 
His Wiſdom, Goodneſs, Power in Governing her ? I thirt 

. nor, . 
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not. Nay, could it become the Wiſdom of a Diſcreet mar.,. 
to take ſo great Pains, and to ſuffer ſd Painful and Ignomini- 
ous a Death, as Chriſt did, for the Founding of an nrring 
Church , which ſhould Delude and Miſlead the World ? - 
Would any Honeſt Proteſtant, if he had the like Power, 
that Chriſt had, have Founded ſo miſerable a Church, as they 
eſteem Chriſt to have Founded ? T believe not. | 

Was it then, the good of Mankind, that invited Chriſt, to 
Conſtitute an erring Church ? Truly no. For no good can come 
to men, by ſuch a Church ; but rather nauch harm ; yea, 
infinite miſchief. As endleſs Diſcord, Broils, Contentions ; 
Bloody Encounters , uncertainty in matters of Faith ; con- 
tempt of all Religion ; and the ruine and deſtruCtion of In- 
finite Souls. For the Devil would never go about to ſeduce 
the Church, and to Pollute her DoQtrine, with Errours and 
-- » va but to do Miſchief, and to bring Souls to Per- 

ition. 

Wherefore ſeeing that it could not redound, either to the 
Glory of God, or the good of Men, that Chriſt ſhould 
Found an Erring Church ; it is a very groſs Errour, to hold 
that he did. And thoſe, who ſo think ; do greatly miſtake, 
and exceedingly wrong the Wiſdom, and Goodneſs of our 
Saviour ; as will more clearly appear by the next Queſtion. 
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Queſtion XIT. 


Tf the Church of Chriſt did Err, for Jo many Ages ; 
How can it be Defended, that God is Truly good, 
and doth Truly deſire the Salvation of Mankind 2 


for ſo many Ages, hath Err'd in her Do&rine of 
Faith : Imbracing , as it were, with both her Arms, and 
inſtilling into her Followers, many Pernicious Errors, many 
groſs Superſtitions : Notwithſtanding , that Chriſt her 
Spouſe and Saviour Promis'd, Math. 16. That the Gates of 
| Hell ſhould never prevail againſt her. That the Holy Ghoſt 
ſhould Abide with her Paſtors for ever, St. John Tap. 14. and 
ſhould Teach them all Truth, Joh. 16. That he himſelf would 
be with them Al! days, ever till the End of the World, Mat. 
28. And notwithſtanding, that God Promis'd, that Hzs 
Spirit and Word ſhould never depart from this Church, Taias 
59. That ſhe ſhould Stand for ever, Daniel 2. And ſhould 
Never be Corrupted, Daniel 7. Being indeed the Pillar and 
ground of Truth, As the Apoſtle affirms, x Tim. 3. If T fay 
the Dottrine of Proteſtant Teachers, about the Erring of the 
Church of Chriſt, being {o contrary to the Word of God 
as It 15, be true. 

I demand of Prudent and Underſtanding Proteſtants, 
how it can be defended, that God is truly Good, hath a 
Fatherly care of Men, doth truly Love them, and tender 
their Spiritual good, and hath a true deſire of their Eter- 
nal Salvation : Seeing, that whereas he doth freely permit 
the Devil, to fill the World, - with Falſe and Wicked Rel. 
gions, with Abominable and Deteſtable Worſhips, to bring 

| K Men 


Welfthly,' If it be true, that the Church: of Chriſt 
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Men aſſuredly to everlaſting Damnation : He himſelf 
(though he could moſt eaſily do it > doth not continue, 
maintain, and uphold in the World', in all Ages, ſo much 
as one True Religion, ſo much as one Holy and Divine 
Worſhip, to being them to Salvation ? No, not after that 
bis Blefled Son made Man, by Infiaite Humility, by Innu- 
merable Labours undergone for his fake, by ſhedding his 
moſt Precious Blood, had endeavour'd to appeaſe his In- 
dignation, to mitigate his. Wrath, and to Molity his Heart, 
and to gain and purchaſe Love and Mercy for them. 

What Chriſtian Breaſt, can believe ſo monſtrous a thing 
as this? Or who-can Harbour ſo baſe a Thought of the 
the Wiſdom, Goodneſs, Sweetneſs and Mercy of God ? 
Or how.come Diſcreet and Underſtanding Proteſtants, to 
{wallow ſo gtoſs an Abſurdity as this ? If the Tenet of Pro- 
zeſtant Teachers, touching the Erring of the Church, be 
true ; how. is that true which Chriſt ſays, Fohz 3. 16. 
That God ſo loved the World, that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that every one that believeth in him, periſh uot, but may 
have Life everlaſting. Foy God ſent xot his Sow to judge 
(that is to Damn) the World ; but that the World may be 
Sav'd by him :- Or that which St. Paul ſays, 1 Tim. 2. 4. 
God will have all men Sav'd, and come to the knowledge of 
the Truth ? How I ſay are theſe Divine Aſlertions true, if 
to bring Men to'Salvation, God doth not ever preſerve a 
True Religion in the World ? Doth not ever uphold the 
Truth of his Goſpel * | 

For by Falſe Religions, no man can be Saved ; .in regard, | 
that the Devil, and not God, is the Author and Sugpgeſtor 
of Falſe Religions, by which he intends the Damnation 
of Men, and not their Salvation, as is manifeſt. Yea, he 
neither can, neither will induce men, to invent a Rehgion 
able and fit, to Save men in... Mark this well, and alſo 
Note, that our Saviour, in the. Sentence. alleadg'd by the. 

| word . 
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word World, doth not mean that only Age, in which He 
and his Apoſtles livd, nor thoſe Men only, which then 
liv'd: But all following Ages, and all that were to live; 
even till the day of Doom. *' All which, God would have 
to come to the knowledge of the Truth ; namely, of his 
Divine Goſpel : And to ſave them all, he ſent his Bleſſed - 
Son into the World, And therefore we muſt of neceſſity 
grant, that he provideth the People of all Ages, of a True 
and Illuſtrious Religion, by which they may be Sav'd : And 
that he ever preſerves, inall Ages, the Truth of his Goſpel 
(of which the Apoſtle ſpeaks in the Sentence alleadgd) 
that ſo men may come to the knowledge thereof. 

For if the true Goſpel of Chriſt , be not extant in all” 
Ages, how hath God a true Will and deſire, that the 
People of all Ages, ſhould come to the knowledge thereof? 
Neither is it ſufficient, that it be extant in the BIBLE, for 
all to come to the knowledge thereof: For all cannot 
read the Bzjble ; neither can thoſe which - are skill'd mn 
Reading , thence pick out the true Galpel, without the 
help of a True Izterpreter, as I before have ſhew'd : But it 
mult be ever extant in the Doftrine, and Teaching, of the 
Ordinary Do@ors and Paſtors of the Church, whom others 
are bound to Hear and Obey, Luke 10, Heb. 13. And of 
whem they are to learn Divine Faith, which 1s gotten by 
Hearing, Rom. 10. which is clear out of Match. 24. where 
Chriſt expreſly foretells, that his True Goſpel , (vz.) the 
ſame that he "Taught, ſhould be Preached to all Nations, 
even till the end of the World, as T have before Noted : 
And tierefore the True Goſpel muſt not lurk in tlie Bz#/e, 
but be ever extant 1n the Preaciing of the Church. 

Out of that which hath been ſpoken in this Queſt:oz, 
who doth not ſee, that the Prime and Fundamental Arcicle, 
of the Proteſtant Religion, doth not only extreamly Dif- 
orace the Wildom, Goodneſs and Mercy of God, and cx- 
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tenuate the Merits of Chriſt ;-but doth alſo tend to the 
Denial of all Chriſtianity : to the utter negle&t of God : 
Yea, and to plain Atheiſm it ſelf ? For who will think, 
that the Son of God, really Dy'd for Mankind, if he gain'd' 
ſo little for them ? Or that there is a God, that doth truly 
Love Men, and tender their Good, if he be ſo mindleſs of 
them, and of their Eternal Happineſs and Salvation. The: 
tending then of the Proteſtant Religion, fo much to the 
Diſgrace of Chriſt, and of God, doth clearly ſhew , who 
was the firſt ſuggeſtor of it. | 
Wherefore how certain it 1s,  that- there is a God, who 
is Infinitely Wiſe, Good and Merciful; and who doth 
truly Love Mankind , and tender their Eternal Good : 
And how certain it is, that Chriſt the Son of God, Died 
for us,took a moſt Provident courle, for our Salvation ; and 
that his Merits are of ineftimable worth : So certain it is, 
that God hatheever preſerv'd in the World, a True, Di- 
vine and Illuſtrious Religion, in which Men may be Sav'd 
if they will. For Chriſt did not Light up a Candle to put it 
under a Buſhel, Mat. 5. And fo certain it is, that the Pyo- 
zeſtant Religion, which is Eretted upon ſo bad a -Founda-- 
tion as the Erring of she Church 1s, is neither good, nor 
{ufficient to Salvation. | 


[ 69 ] 


Queſtion XIE. 


If the Church of Chriſt did Err, from the True 
Light cf the Goſpel for ſo many Ages ; could he find 
none fit, in ſo many hundred years, to reſtore the 
ſame, till Luther ( falling out with the Pope, and 
breaking his Vow of Chaſtity,) began to Teach a 
New Religion tending to Luberty and Looſeneſs ? 


O make way for my next demand, IT muſt again re- 
peat, that Proteſtants Believe and Teach ; that the 
Church of Chriſt, quickly fell from that Purity of Doctrine, 
which he and his Apoſtles deliverd unto her: And that 
ſhortly after their times, her Paſtors and DoCtors, by Hu- 
mane Inventions, and Traditions, Obſcur'd the true and 
ſincere Light of the Goſpel : And obtruded upon their Fol- 
lowers, many groſs Errors about Faith, many vain and 
hurtful Superſtitions, in the .praCtice of Religion , and 
about the Worſhip of God. In which ſhe continu'd, ill 
increaſing them, for 1400, 1200. or at leaſt a thouſand: 
years: And from which, ſhe ought long ago , to have 
been cleans d, but was not, through the Ambition, Neg- 
ligence; or groſs Ignorance, of her Paſtors; Who living 
in Blindneſs themſelves, lead their Followers in Blindneſs, 
as Proteſtants imagine. Who therefore call this long tract 
of time, in which they eſteem the Church to have Errd, 
the time of Blindneſs : But how Blindly, may partly appear 
by that which I have already ſaid, partly by this. 

That thoſe Articles of the 0/4 Religion, which theſe men 
account Errors,are the prime parts of the Religion of Chritt, 
which tend to good Lite, to nouriſh Piety, and to inflame 

De- 
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* Devotion ; and which he ordain'd to Animate, Help, Curb, 
and Cure,our ſluggiſh, weak and frail Nature ; and to bring 
his People, to live in the Fear of God, to walk in his Holy 
. Commandments ; to live according to Conſcience, to ab- 
ſain from Evil, and to do Good ; To Crucifie the Fleſh 
and the bad Deſires thereof, Gal. 5. 24. And ina Word, to 
imitate ſtudiouſly his own Blefſed Life, and the Lives and 
Actions of his Holy Apoſtles, and other prime Saints, who 
 Forſook all to follow him, Mat. 19. 27. | 

Such are thoſe Articles, of the 0/4 Religion, which bind 
under pain of Damnatiog, to the neceſiity of keeping the 
Commandments of God (by abſtaining from Mortal Sins, 
ſuch as are Murder,Fornication, Theft 1n a notable quantity, 
Perjury, and the like, by which property they are broken) 
to the neceſſity -of Faſting, as the Church Commands : 
Of Confeſſing all grievous ſins Sacramentally to a Lawful 
and Authoriz'd Prieſt ; Of doing Pennance for them , in this 
Life, or of Suffering ſevere Puniſhment in the next : Of 
reſtoring other mens Goods unlawfully gotten, or polſleſs'd ; 
and to the neceſiity of obeying the Church , and all other 
Lawtful Superiours, in things appertaining to their Power. 

Such alſoare thoſe Articles, which Teach the merit of 
good Works proceeding of Grace, and done in the ſtate of 
Grace; and the excellency of the Evangelical Councils of 
Chriſt, of perpetual Poverty , Chaſtity and Obedience, 
pradic'd in the Church of Chriſt, even fince the Apoſtles 
times, by innumerable Holy Men and Women. p 

All which Articles,and divers others connex'd with theſe, - 
are the things which Proteſtaxt Teachers repute Errors,and 
diſlike in the Od Religion ; as reſtraining too much from 
the Liberty of the Goipel ; that is, (to ſpeak plain Exgliſh) 
from the Liberty of the Fleſh, from Yea and Bacchus : 
Which Liberty 1s cihtefly intrench'd upon, by the {omar 
Church, in that ſhe will not admitany to the high and Hea- 
venly 
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- venly Function of Prieſthood, who will not Voluntarily 
 Geld themſelves for the Kingdom of Heaven, (Mat. 19. 12.) 
By Vowang perpetual Chaſtity ; which point indeed doth 
chiefly fting many Proteſtant Teachers, and doth incite 
them to rage ſo furiouſly, and to ſtand out ſo Rebelliouſly, 
as they do, againſt this their True and Antient Mother ; 
though divers of the more Learned amongſt them, do it, 
with ſome RelufQtation of Conſcience, which tells them, 
that Chaſtity is a Decent, dignifying and excellent Orna- 
ment of Christiar Prieſts; and which therefore not Ob- 
{curely foretells them, that the ſhort ſolace, whicha Wife, 
in this Life affords them, is likely to coſt them in the next, 
the Eternal loſs of their Souls. | 

Bur to come tothe matter and queſtion here intended. It 
the Church of Chriſt did Err, from the true Light of his 
Goſpel, ſo many Ages, and imbrace ſo many groſs and 
dangerous Superſtitions (as She is accus'd to have done) I 
demand of Prudent and Conſiderate Proteftaxts, how it 
could become the Wiſdom,, Goodneſs and Mercy of God, 
firſt to drive off, and defer the Cleanſing and Reforming 
of his Church, ſo many hundred years, to the great Dil- 
honour of Himſelf, and of his Bleiſed Son, and to the loſs 
- of Infinite Souls ; and then after ſolong a tra& of time, to. 
make choice of ſuch Inſtruments; as Proreffants imagine he 
_ -; reſtore again to the World, the true Light of his 
Golpei. 

Could he find none fit, to take in hand, and to bring to 
effect, this Needful, Merciful, and Holy Reformation, till 
Martia Luther, a Cholerick and Bold Auſtine- Fryer , Tn- 
censd with Anger,. becauſe the Preaching of certain In- 
dulgences, granted by the Pope, was committed to the Do- 
minican-Fryers, and not to his Order, fell out with the 
Pope ; calt away his Religious Weed, brake his Vow of 
Chaſtity, which he had long kept, Married a Nun Conſe-- 


crated 
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crated toGod, and plung'd himſelf into a Carnal courſe of 


Life? 


Could God, I fay, find none fit, neither amongſt the 
Fathers of the Primitive Church, nor amongſt the Saints 
and Sages of the next thouſand years: to be the ACtors, of 
ſo Needful a Reformation ; till the Love of Carnal Liberty, 
made Luther and his Brood , ſhew themſelves to the 
World ? There liv'd in thoſe times, St, Bai! the Great, 
St. Hierome , St. Ambroſe , St. Auguſtine, St. Gregory the 
Great, Venerable Bede, St. Bernard, St. Anſelme, St. Tho- 
mas of Aquin, St. Bonaventure, belide Innumerable others, 
all excellent Men, for Learning, Wiſdom, SanCtity ; and -- 


| all ſo Devoted to God, that He had them all at his com- 


mand : And yet among all theſe, could he find none fo fit, 
to be his Inſtruments, in the Divine Work, of Keforming his 
Charch, and of reſtoring again to the World, the true 
Light of his Goſpel, as Lather and his Aſſociates? Who 


dares Pawn his Soul hereon ? 
Eſpecially if he conſider, that theſe Men, were not onl 


_ deſtitute of Excellent SanCtity of Life, (which thoſe uſually 


have ,who are Gods peculiar Inſtruments, in the effeCting of 
any ſuch kind of work) but were alſo branded with: all 
the Marks of Falſe Prophets , of Perfidious Hereticks, as 
Learned Proteſtants cannot but know : Inſomuch,that it is 
not poſſible for them to give a proper and True Definition 
of an Heretich, but therein they muſt involve, and incloſe 


Luther, Calvin, Zywinglins, and ſuch other prime Founders, 
_ of the Proteſtant Religion. 


How improbable then a thing is 1t, that God among fo 
many Wiſe, Learned and Holy Men, as flouriſh'd in his 
Church, in the long tract of above a thouſand years, could 
not find any fit, to be by him particularly imploy'd, for 
the reſtoring of the True Light of his Heavenly Religion, 
to the Worldagain, (if it were loſt) till Lather and his 

Carnal, 


carnal and jarring Off-pring appear'd ?: And how ſlender- 
ly do Proteſtants provide for the ſafety of their-. Souls, 
who hazzard'them upon ſo manifeſt-a Falſhood as this > 


Queſtion XIV. 


Whether God, by Miracles, can draw and incline men 
to- belierve a falſe Religion, or no ? Where it is 

' ſhewed, that God, by Miracles, did draw our Fore- 
Fathers, at their firſt-Conroerſion to Chriftanity, 

to belterve Papiſtry. > : 


Ff Y Fourteenth Demand is, Whether God by Mira- 
V | - cles, can move and draw Men to believe a falſe 
Religion, or'no ? Or thus, whether Men may ſafely, and 
without danger of their Souls, eſteem that Religion Falle, 
VVicked, Pernieious, and-worthy to be hated and perſe- 
' _cuted;-to believe which, God doth ſtir up, and induce 
men, even by Miracles ? as by curing the Lame, Blind, 
and the like. I think no underſtanding Proteſtant will 
be fo il] adviſed, as to affirm this, for he that ſhould (6 
do, ſhould utter a manifeſt Blaſphemy, tending to the de- 
. nial of God, and of all Chriſtianity. - For he that draws 
-> men to believe falſe Religions, cannot be a good Spirit, 
but a Bad, cannot be God, but the Devil ; (as is Gy 
or the Devils Agent, God being infinitely V Viſe,: Good, 
and True, anda zealous Hater of all Falſhood. 


L \ More. 
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Moreover, what certainty can we have: of the Truth: 


of the Scriptures, of the Dodrine of Moſes, .and of Chriſt ; 


or that Chriſt was the true Meſſzas, 'and: Saviour of the 


'VVorld, if God by Miracles, may draw and induce men to 
the imbracing of a falle Religion ? Far then be it from all 
true Chriſtian Breaſts, to hold-ſo great a Blaſphemy as this ; 
and therefore let me lay for a ſure and uncontroulable 
Ground, that God hy Miracles cannot draw men to imbrace 
a falſe or bad Religion; and that therefore, that Religi- 


on, to believe which, God by Miracles doth ſtir up, and- 


induce, isnot Bad, Superſtitious, and Falſe, but true, Ho- 


| ly, and Divine; yea, wholly True, and\ the only Saving 


Faith of Chriſt; bectuſe there can be but only one! Faith, 
but only one Religion in the VVorld, that is intifely. True, 
and truly Saving, as I before have ſhewed. This Ground 
being agreed upon, which Chriſtianly cannot be- denied, 


I propoſe to all prudent and confidetate Proteſtants, this - 


Syllogiſm. | | 

That Religion, to. believe which, God by Miracles doth 
ſtir np, and draw, is wholly True, Divine and Saving. 
But God by Miracles, doth flir up, and draw men to believe 
' Papiſtry: Ergo, Papiitry is wholly True, Divine and Sa- 
ving; yea, it is the only :Saving Faith of Chriſt. ' The 
- Major is clear and certain, out of the Ground laid. The 


Minor 1] could prove by the Teſtimony of innumerable” 
grave Authors, and by relating the Conyeiſton of divers: 


Heathen Nations to Chriſt, brought to paſs in former A- 
ges, and alſo in our Times. But omitting theſe, to avoid 
Prolixity,.I will only. infilt upon the Converſion -of our 


own Nation to Chriſt, which was effe&ed a thouſand © _ 


years ago, by forty Holy Monks, fent hither by Gregory 
the Great, then Biſhop of Rowe, (St. Auſtin, the firſt Arch- 
Biſhop of Carterbary, being the Cheif of them) who conver. 


ted our Fore-fathers, not to the Proteſtant Faith (which 
$6 : then 


= t 


" then was not ſo-much as thought of in the V Vorld, but-to 
Papiſtry 3-for what Religion ſhould. the, Pope ſend in, and 
Monks bring in, but Papiſtry 2? ;: : - $105 arent. os 
- This is manifeſt by the Churches, Altars, Abbeys,” Mo- 
naſteries, Nunneries, which our firſt Chriſtians built. '-By 
the Names which they impoſed upon Churches, and upon 


” ſundry Days of the Years as Chritmar, 4ſh-Wedneſday, 


Palm: Sunday. By the Croſſes: which they, every where 
ereted. By the PiFures, wherewith they adorned their 
Altars, and the Glaſs Windows of their Churches. By 
their perpetual SubjeCtion to the; Pope, and. the Paying of. 
the Peter-perce unto him, from: the - Time. of. King Tas, 
even to Hezry the Eighth, ' Lo - 

Yea, This is ſo evident, that even the moſt earneſt of 
the Proteſtants cannot deny it. Bale Cert. 1. Fol--3. faith, 
That Auſtin wes ſet from Gregory #o ſeaſor the Engliſh 
Saxons. with the Popiſh Faith, 'DoRor Fulk,, Corfu. of 
day pag. 333. for this cauſe tearms our Converſion to Chriſt, 
our Perverfion. Danzus, Reſp. ad diſpmt- Bellar. Part 3. 
pag. 780. Terms the ſame, The Inebrzation of the VVhore, 
of Babilon. Mr. Aſcham, Apol. ' pro cena, peg-.33. Calls 
St. Auſtin, (who brought our Fore-fathers.from, worſhip- 
ping the Devil, to worſhip. Chriſt, (The Overthrower of 
true Religion, and the Eftabliſher of TPopiſh Dofrine. 
Mr. Harriſon, in his Deſcription of Britannie, let before 
Hollinſhead, in plain terms confeſſes, That Auftin came and 
' brought in Popery. Bale, ir Catalog. cent. 14. pag. 117: 
ſaith, That Auſtin, by his Interpreters, tanght our Teople the 
Papiftical Faith, _ bot 

The ſame is clear out of the Jagdeburgians, Luke Ofi- 
ander, and others, who ſhew, that ſcarcely there is a Ce. 
remony now uſed by Papiſts, that was not then broughe 
in by St. Auſtin. And fo there can no doubt tbe made, 


but that our Fore-fathers, by their firſt Converters, were 
= Ron made 
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made Papiſts, and that that Faith in Chriſt, to which God | 


| by his Grace did draw: them, "was ws rk : Trireſts then 
to prove, that to this Faith, God 'did: convert, - and draw 
our Fore-fathers, even by Miracles. 'VVhich Point being 
well and firmly proved, no prudent man will:deny, but 
that Papiſtey is- truly and realy aHoly and a Divine;Reli 
gion, 'yea, the true Light of the Goſpel, and the only 
Saving Faith'of Chriſt, as my former Syllogiſm,; doth de - 
monſtrate. Tp DTT eo OB OLE 
That God then by Miracles, did incline and draw our 
Fore-fathers to believe and imbrace that Faith and Religi- 
on which Auftix'taught,' that 1s, 'Papiſtry ; is teſtified firſt 
by Venerable Bede, a Holy, Grave, and Learned Author, 
- Who living near the Time of our Converſion, while things 
were yet freſh in Memory, and writing out of the affured 
Records of the whole | Bufineſs 'then extant, and to no 
meaner-a Perſon than ai King, is not likely to -bave'erred 
through ignorance, 'or to have feigned. This wiſe then 
and Holy man, in his-firſt Book, C. 26. ſpeaketh thus. 
But when the Ring himſelf, being much delighted with 
the Purity of their Life (namely, of Auguſtin and his Afſlo- 
ciates) and the Example of their Godly Converſation, as 
alſo with their ſweet Promiſes, (which. to be true, they 
proved by working many Miracles) did believe, and were 
Baptized ; there began more and more daily to reſort 
wito their Sermons, end renouncing the Rites of their old - 
_ Gewtility, to joyn themſelves by Faith, to the Unity of the 
Hely Church of Chrifl. Thus in this place, Bede. : 
Who in his Second Book, C. 2. relates a Famous Mira- 
cle wrought by God, at the humble Petition of Auguſtin, 
to witneſs the Truth of that Religion, which he and his 
Afeciates- taught, which hapned thus. Bleſſed Anne 
being defirous, not only to convert the Engliſh to Chriſt, 


but alſo to reform ſome. Errors crept in amongſt the Br-- 
| | tans, 
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- "8#ans, about the keeping of Eaſter, and the Ceremonies of 
Baptiſm, and to have the help of the Britane, in the Con- 
verſion of the. Znglihh ; procured a Meeting betwixt him- 
ſelf and the Learned of the Britains; at which, when after 


long Diſputation, the Britaxs would not yield-; to bring | 


the Matter to ſome iſſue, St. Auſtine ſaid, | + 

Let us make our Prayers to God, who-mahketh of one Mind 
the Inhabitants of his Fathers Houſe , that he, by Heauen- 
bz Signs, would vouchſafe 10 ſhew which Tradition is to' be 
followed, and by which way we ought to haſten towards bis 
Kingdom.” Let jome ſich Body be brought hither, aid by 
whoſe Prayers he ſhall be cared, let his Faith and Operation 
be efteemed by all, to be pleaſiing 'to God, and t& be that 
which we ought to follow. . To which, though unwillingly his 
Adverſaries agreeing, a Blind man of the Engliſh Nation 
was. brought, who ping offered 10 the Britiſh Prieits, and 
receiving no Help by their endeavours ; Auſtin at length, by 
juſb neceſſity, compelled, bowed his Knees to the Father of 
oar Lord Jeſus Chrift, beſeeching him, that he would reſtore 
to the Blind Man, the Sight he had loft, and by illumina- 
ting one man corporally, would inkindle in the Hearts of ma- 
ny, the Light of Spiritual Grace. Preſently the Blind Man 
received his Jight, and Auſtin by all is proclaimed to be the 
true Preacher of Heavenly Light. Then the Britains con- 
feſſed, that they perceived that Auſtin zaught the true way of 
Tuſtice, but they could not forſake their old CuStoms, without 
the Conſent of the reſt of their Side, Thus St. Bede. 

What will ProteSFants ſay then? Will they deny that this 


| Miracle was wrought 2 Will they pawn their Souls that Bede 
recounts a Fable ? I believe not, Bede being ſo Wiſe and 


Honeſt, the Meeting ſo Solemn, the Fa& fo Publick and Fa- 
mous. What then, will they attribute this Miracle to the 
Devil? That indeed were deſperately done, Aufine pray- 


ing to Gon, and not to the Devil, arid the Devil —_— 
2 think 
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think” himſelf much honoured by them, for attributing (o 
. great Power unto himz for the Truth is, that although 
1e can do many juggling Tricks, yet to reſtore Sight to 


| he Blind, far ſ(urpaſſeth his Skill, and lies far - without 


he Sphere of his Afivity. ; | 
Will they then yield to the Truth, and admit that both 
the Miracle 'was wrought, and that it was the Work of 
God? If this they grant, they alſo muſt admit, that Pa- 
piſiry is the #rne Religion of Chrift ; and ſo they muſt not 
only leave to hate and perſecute Papiſts, but Pepiſts alſo 
they muſt become, unleſs they will run head-long to. eter- 
nal Perdition ; for God wrought this great Miracle to teſtj- 
fie, that That was the true Religion, and the right way to 
Salvation, which A#S#:ze taught. And what taught he? 
Papiftry certainly, even plain Papiſtry, as I before did 
ſhew, even by the Confeſſion of _—_— Proteſtants. 
Papiftry then is the true Religion, if Credit. be to be gi- 
ven to God. | | pious 
The Second that I bring to witneſs St. Auſtines Miracles, 
- Is St. Gregory the Great, a Holy, Learned, and wiſe Pre- 


late, of whom Bede thus relateth, Z3b. 1. c. 31. Atwhich 


time Gregory ſent unto Auſtine an Epiſtle, concerning the 
Miracles which he knew were done. by him. . Tz which, 
(that through the Multitude of them, he ſhould not come within 
' the danger of Vain-glory) he exhorts him with theſe Words. 
T know my mot dear Brother, that the Ommipotent God, by 
thy dileFion, doth ſhew our Miracles toward that Nation, 
which he bath choſen. IW, 


Heavenly Gift, thou ſhouldſt Joy with Fear, and Fear with 
Joy. Rejoyce becauſe the Souls of the Engliſh, by theſe ont- 
ward Miracles, are drawn to inward Grace. But Fear, (leaft 
among theſe Signs, which are done) thy weak, Mind elevaty it 
ſelf thorough Freſumption, and while without it is raiſed to 
Hononr, within it fall into Vain-glory. And again, Whatſoever 


Power, 


nce it is needful, that for the ſame 
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Power, in working Miracles, thou haſt, or ſhalt receive,eſteem, 
the ſame to be beitowed, not on Thee, but on Them, for: whoſe 
Salvation thou haſ# it, Thus in this Epiſtle St, Gregory, 


|. Where I would, beſeech every contiderate Proteſtant, to 


_ weigh maturely with himſelf, whether it be likely, that ſo 
Grave, Eminent, Conſcientious, and V Vary a Prelate, as 
Great St. Gregory was, would have written thus to Auſtine, 
if he had not been well inform'd, by ſure and certain teſti- 
monies, of the Multitude of Miracles wrought by him, for 
the Converſion of the Engliſh #2 | | 
So certain indeed, was this floly Doctor, of the Mira- 
cles.of Auftine, that he feared not to inſert ſome mention of 
them, into his Famous VVork upon Fob, as Fede teſtifies, 
Lib.2.c. 1, Behold, faith he, the Tongue of the Engliſh,which 
lately. knew nothing, but to mutter barbarouſly, now hath begure 
to reſonnd in the &aiſes of God, the Hebrew Allelnja, &c. 
Becauſe by Preceſh, by Heavenly Words, and alſo by ſhining 
. Miracles, the Virtue of Divine Knowledge is infuſed into them. 
By which Words, faith Bede, Bleffed Gregory declares, that. 
St. Auſtine ad his 4ſſociates, did bring the Engliſh Nation 
ta the Knowledge of the Truth, not only by the outward ſound of 
Words, but alſo by the help of Peavenly Miracles. 
VVhich Holy Gregory teſtifieth alſo, to Zxlogius Patri-_ 
ark of Alexandria. To whom, relating with joy, the Con- 
verſion of the Engliſh. Lib. 7. Epiſtol. 30. Indi. 1. Know 
then, (aith be, that whereas the Engliſh Nation, &c. remain- 
ed hitherto in Infidelity, T did by the help of your Prayers, &c. 
ſend unto that Nation (Auſtine)) 4 Monk of my Monaſtery, 
to Preach to them. &c. And now Letters are come to us, both 
of his Health, and of the Work he hath in hand. And ſure- 
ly, either He, or they which were ſent with him, work ſo many 
Miracles in that Nation, as they may ſeems to imitate therein 


the Power and Miracles of the Apoſtles themſelves, Thus 
to Enlogins Gregorins. | R | 
y 
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By whoſe moſt grave, and ſooften fterated Teſtimony, 


as alfo by, St. Bedes, it ſeems to be convinced, that. Auſtine. - 
« and his Aſſociates, did draw the Engliſh to Papiſtry, not ; 


only by the SinCity of their Lives, and by Preaching, 
but alſo by great ſtore of divine and undoubted Mira- 
cles, even ſuch as were like to the Miracles of the 
Apoſiles. 

But that which ſtriketh this matter dead, and which 
proves undeniably, the intercourſe of Divine Miracles, in 
our Converſion to Chriſt, is the Epitaph placed upon the 
Sepulchre of Bleſſed Anſtzne, ſhortly after his Death. For 
who can perſwade himſelf, that King Ezhelbert, newly 
then converted, and full of Divine Zeal, and of the Love 
of the Truth, would permit, or the Holy Biſhops which 


St. Auſtin left behind him, attempt to inſcribe upon his 


Tomb, notorious Lies and Fictions, to ghe Scandal of the 
King and his People, in the Infancy of their Chriſtianity, 
which many then living could eafily have controulled, if a 
VVorker of Miracles A»ftize had not been ? But hear the 
Epitaph recorded by Bede, £36. 2. c. 3. | | 

Here refteth Bleſſed Auſtine, the ff Arch-biſhop of Can- 
terbury, who was ſent hether by Bleſſed Gregory, Biſhop of 

Rome, and aided by God with the Operation f Miracles, 
| did bring King Ethelbert and his Teople from the Worſhip of 
Idols, to the Faith of Chriſt, and fulfilling in Peace the Days 
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me King yet Reigning. 

'Thus the Epitaph, into which no man of V Vit, Modeſty, 
or Honeſty, would have inſerted the Gift of Miracles, if it 

| had 'not been notoriouſly true, that this our Apoſtle 
was therewith adorned, and by the help thereof, did 
+ the Engliſh' from Idolatry to the Faith of 
zhrift. | | 


m_ 


And 
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And fo it reſteth inevitably proved, that God by Mira- 
cles did draw our Fore-tathers to Papiſfry. Whence it as 
evidently followeth, yea much more evidently, that Papt- 
ſtry is a Divine and. Holy Religion, intirely True, and 
really the True Light of the Goſpel, and the only ſaving 
Faith of Chtift ; which no Man can Hate, Impugne, Per- 
ſecute, without the high offence of God, and extream pe- 
ri] of his own Soul. Thus, I ſay, is moſt clearly proved, 
and evicted, by the Argument drawn from the Miracles, 
jour" pleas'd God to work, for the Converſion of the 
Engliſh. 7 

Nather let any Proteſtant flatter, and delude himſelf, 
by thinking, that a fſarisfying Anſwer may be made there- 
unto, for ccrtainly it cannot ; for neither can it be deny'd, 
with any colour of Truth, that ſuch Miracles were done, 
for the Converſion of the Zxg1ifb, as are certified by Bede, 
by Gregory, by the EPitaph. Neither can it be maintained, 
that God by Miracles may draw Men to a falſe and wick- 
ed Religion : And as impoſſible it is to prove, that the 
Devil was the Author of the Miracles wrought by Saint 
Auſtin. 

on if the Devil conld never yet effect ſuch Miracles, to 
draw Men to falſe and wicked Religions, as to Judaiſm, 
Arianiſm, Turciſm, Paganiſm, or to the dire and ex- 
preſs worſhip of himſelf : How great madnels is it to 
think, that he wrought theſe Miracles, to draw Men from 
himſelf to Chriſt ? From the worſhip of Falſe Gods, to the 
worſhip of the True God ? 

If any protern and wrangling Wit, will reply, that the 
Devil effeted theſe Miracles, not to draw Men to Chriſt, 
but to Papiſtry, which contains the worſhip of Saints and 
Angels, a thing very pleaſing to the Deyil. I demand, 
whether it be more pleaſing to the Devil, and difpleaſing to 


God,to have Chriſt worſhipped for God,and his Angels and 
b M Saints 


- 


| [82] 
Saints honoured, ( not as Gods, ( for that is the Fiftion of 
Proteſtants, not the FaCt of Papiſts, ) but as ſanCtified Crea- 
tures, dear to God, and by his Grace Dignify'd, and made 
worthy of Reſpe&t and Honour, ) then to have wicked 
Men, ſenſeleſs Creatures, the Devil himſelf worſhipped 
for Gods ? May not a Jew, a Villain, a Miſcreant wrangle, 
according to this Example, and fay, That the Miracles, 
which are {aid to have been wrought by Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles, were wrought indeed by the Devil, to draw Men - 
from the True Worſhip of God, preſcribed by the Law 
of Moſes, to the Falſe Worſhip of a Crucify'd Man ? Far 
then be it from the hearts of prudent and ſober Men, to 
attribute to the Devil, the manifeſt works of the Holy 
Ghoſt, {o to maintain a Faction, ( to their own Perdition, ): 
againſt the True and Saving Faith of Chriſt, proved moſt 
clearly by the Miracles of S. Auſfzz, te be no other, but. the 
Roman Catholick Faith, ſtyled by Profeſt ants, Papiſtry, and 
Popery . 


Queſtion 


= 


[83] 
Queſtion, XV. 


Out of which Religion, the Ele& of Chriſt, ar? to 
. be gathered, at the day of Judgement *? 
PD Ecauſe divers Proteſtants, eſpecially of the purer train, 


efteem themſelves to be the Elect of the Lord ; and 
adorn, not ſeldom, 'their Brotherhood, with this goodly 


Title: That theſe Men may fee the folly of this ther 


proud preſumption, T demand, Whether the Elett of God, 
are to be gathered out of all Ages, and out of all the Quar- 
ters of the World : Or, out of fome few Ages, and out of 
{ome {mall Parcel of the World ? If they are to be gather- 


- ed vunly out of ſome little part of the World - How is that 


true, which our Saviour ſays, Matth. 24. 31. Ard he C the 
Son of God, ) ſhall ſend his Angels with a Trumpet, and a 
great Voice: And they ſhall gather together his Ele from 
the four Winds, from the fartheſt parts of Heaven, even to 
the ends thereof ? Or that true, which the Elect themſelves 
lay, Rev. 5. 9. Thou art worthy, O Lord, to take the Book, 
and to open the Seals thereof : Becauſe thou waſt ſlain, and 
haſt reaecmed us to God, in thy blood, out of every Trive, 
and Tongue, and People, aud Nation? Or that which St. 
Tohn ſays, Rev. 7. 9. After theſe things, I ſaw a great mul- 
titude, which uo Map could Number, of all Nations,and Tribes, 
and People, and Tongues, ſtanding before the Throne, &C. 
How, I ſay, are theſe moſt expreſs places of God's Word 
true, if his Ele are to be gathered only out of ſome ſmall 
Parcel of the World, poſſeſſed by the purer ſort of Prote- 
ſtarts ? But if according to theſe expreſs and clear places, 


the true Ele& of God, are to be gathered out of all the 


M 2 quarters 


by. 
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| quarters of the World, and Nations of the Earth ; as moſt 


certainly: they are : How dangerous is the ſtate of all Pyg- 
teftants and how ridiculous the preſumption of thoſe Pure- 
lings, who being but Birds of Yeſterdays Hatching, and 
Neſtled only in a Corner of the World, will needs be, for- 
ſooth, the Ele& of the Lord, and the only Gueſts that muſt 
be admitted to his Banquet * 

But let not Proteſtants here deceive themſelves, by ima- 
gining, that although for many Ages, they were not extant, 
not ever hitherto ſpread over the World ; yet that here- 
after they ſhall arrive to this happineſs. For firſt, If God 
hath not yet made uſe of their endeavours, to convert the 
Heathen Nations of the Earth to his Son ; when is it likely 
that he will change his Stile, and rejecting his old Work- 
men, imploy the Leaden Zeal of theſe new, Laborers ſhall 
I ſay, or Loyterers ? 

2. When will the Needle of theſe Mens Zeal, point 
toward the Converſion of Heathen Nations ; ſeeing that 
when it was newly touched, and in it ſelf moſt vigo- 
rous and aCtive, it only turned toward the perverting 
of old Chriſtians, never minding the miſery of Heathens ? 

2. What real hope can there be, that Proteſtant Tea- 
chers, will ever ſpread their Religion over the World, by 
converting Heathen Nations to Chriſt ; ſeeing they are 
deſtitute of Unity iz Dottrine, of excellent SanCtity of Life, 
and of the gift of Miracles? All which are neceſſary for 
the effeCting, of ſo hard and Divine a work, as the Conver. 
fion of Heathen Nations is ; as 1s manifeſt by the Exam- 
ple of the Apoſtles, and of all the excellent Labourers of 
the Catholick Church : Which: hitherto have been the 
Converters of Heathen Nations ? Certainly none. at all. 
And as little ſolid hope can Proteſtants have, that they 
ſhail one day be gathered together, by the -Holy Angels, 
and placed amongſt the Elect of God ? 


For 


[8;] 


For certain it is, that the Ele&t of God, are to be gather- 


ed out of the Profeſſors'of the True Faith and Religion of 


Chriſt : ( which is but one, as I have already ſhewed, and 
as the Apoſtle affirms, Epheſ. 4. 5. One Faith, one Baptiſm, 
one God, )) and out of his True Church, and Fold. Which 
alſo is but one, as he himſelf doth teach, John 19. 16, And 
other Sheep T have, that are not of this Fold : Them alſo 1 
muſt bring, and they ſhall hear my voice ; And there ſhall be 
made one Fold, and one Paſtor. 
Out of which words, note, Firſt, That Chriſt ſpeaking 
of his Church, as ſhe was to be, after the ConjunQion of 
the Jews and Gentiles together in one Faith, aſſures us, 
that ſhe ſhould be Oze Fold ; namely, under one Villble 
Head, one Juriſdi&tion, one Government, having one Faith, 
one Worſhip of God, one Communion, one means of San- 
Ctification, for the Flock of this Fold. : 

Note, Secondly, That by this Orme Paſtor, that was to 
be made, after Chriſt ſpake theſe words, may well be 
meant, ( not only Chriſt himſelf ; who was then the Good 
Paſtor, ver. 11. and was not {0 made after this time, ) but 
{ome other Supreme Miniſterial Paſtor, made by Chriſt, 
after the ſpeaking of thele words, to preſerve Unity in his 
Church ; and fittingly to govern . her, under himſelf : 
Which was no other, but bleſſed Peter, made Supreme Pa- 
ſtor, of the Flock of Chriſt, Fohz 21. which Office he left 
to his Succeſlors. | 

Thirdly, note, That the Voice of the Church of Chriſt, 
preaching 1n all Ages to the Nations of the Earth, to bring 
them to his Fold, is the Voice of Chriſt, by his own ac- 
knowledgement : And they, ſaith he, ſhall hear my Voice : 
According to that of Lyk. 10. 16. He that heareth you, hear- 
eth me, And ſo Chriſt hath hitherto preached, and doth 
yet preach to the Gentiles, not by his own Corporal and 
Perfonal Voice, but by the Voice of his Apoſtles, "_ of 

| their 
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their Succeſfors, the Ordinary Do&tors and Paſtors of, his 
. Church - Whoſe Voce is his Voice, becauſe by him they 
are ſent to teach, and by him-in their teaching: are Guided. 
And in like manner, the ſound of the Apoſtles doth yet go 
forth into all the Earth, P/al. 18. Rom. 10. And muſt go 
forth even till the day of Doom, for a Teſtimony to all Na- 
tions, Matth. 24. 14. | | 

Now then, ſeeing that the Ele# of God, are to be ga- 
thered out of all the World, and'ont-of the Fold and Flock 
of Chrift : And that Chriſt verily and really hath but' one 
Fold, one Church, one Faith, one Flock, and one Supreme 
Paſtor under himſelf, to guide fittingly this large Fol, this 
great and numerous: Flock, ſpread over the VVorld ; And 
iceing alſo, that the Proteſtants are neither ſpread over the 


VVorld, that the Flet# of God may be gathered out of 


them ; nor united to that Flock, nor participants of that 
Faith whieh: is ſpread'over the V Vorld ; nor within that 
Fold, that is One; nor under the Government and Feeding 
of that one Supreme Paſtor, of whom Chriſt ſpeaketh : 
Deplorable for- the preſent is their Caſe, moſt dangerous 
their- State, vain their Labour, and fruitleſs their Hope : 
And fo it will ever be, until they return to this Flock and 
Paſtor again. VVhich return, how ſafely in Conſcience, 
and prudently they may make, my next Queſtion will de- 
Clare. | 


[87 ] 
Queſtion XV. * 


Whether Proteſtants, or Catholicks do take the ſurer 
way to Eternal Happineſs ? Where it is ſhewed, 
That Papiftry, by the judgement ' of all Learnes 
Proteſtants, # a Saving Religion z andconſequent+ 
ly the ſecurer way. = 


"FT He Dcttrine delivered to Chriftian People, concern- 
ing Heaven and Hell, doth. texch the one to be a 
lace of fuch unſpeakable Happinefs : And the other of 
fuch inexplicable Miſery, that no diſcreet Man among 
them, will ſtick to ſay, (if he be asked, } that every Man 
and V Voman, doth ftand moſt deeply o-liged, out of cheir 
Daty to God, and the natural Love they*owe to them- 
ſelves, to take the ſurer way, when doubt is made, to 
gain the one, and to avoid the other. | 
To take, I ſay, the ſurer way, when doubt is made about 
the ways, which are faid to lead to Heaven, or to bring'to 


Hell. Amongſt which ways, two -are of chief eſteem, . 


the Catholick and the Proteſtant, the Old and the New 


Religion» Both which are ſaid to be ſure ways to Hea-- 


ven ; yet both are doubted of. The 0/4 is doubted of, 
among Chriftians, only by a few of the Proteſtant Party, 
who are neither of the beſt Learned amobgtt them, nor 
of the moſt ' diſcreet. For Learned Proteſtants generally 
hold, that the Od Religion, that is, Papiſtry, is a Savin 

Religion, and a ſecure way to Heaven ; and that thoſe 
which live and dye therein may be ſaved. Here this wit- 
nefſed by their own Pens; and, firſt, by Doftor Covel in 


Publiſhed 


his defence of Mr. Hooker's Books' of Eccleftaitical Polity, 


we ig Br. po 


[38], 


Publiſhed by Authority : Where he teacheth this at large, 
ſaying, Page 77. We affirm them of the Church of Rome, to 
be part of the Church of Chriſt ; and that thoſe which live 
and dye in that Church, may notwithſtanding be ſaved. 

The ſame is taught by DoCtor Feld, in his Third Book 
of the Church, cap. 46. pag. 182. ſaying, We doubt not, 
but the Church, in which the Biſhop of Rome, with more then 
Lucifer-/ike Pride exalted himſelf, was notwithſtanding the 
True Church of God : And that it held a ſavins Profeſſion 
of truth in Chriſt ; and by force thereof, did Convert many 
from Errour. , 

And by DoCtor Some, in his defence againſt Pexry, pag. 
182. ſaying, In the Fudgement of all Learned Men, and all 
Reformed Churches, there is in Popery a Church, a Miniſtry, 
4 True Chriſt. And pag. 176. If you think, ſaith he, that all 
the Popiſh ſort, which died in the Popiſh Church, are damned, 
you think abſurdly, and diſſent from the Fudgement of Lear- 
med Proteſtants. Thus theſe Prime and Learned Prote- 
ſtarts; to whom I could add many more of later date, 
but that it 1s needleſs, in regard that all moderate Prote- 
ftants do grant, that Papiſts may be ſaved. 

Yea, this is the common Tenet of all Learned Proze- 
ſftants, and of all Reformed Churches, as you have heard 
out of Doctor Somes. And not without cauſe, in regard 
that Learned Proteſtants ſee well enough, that if this they 
ſhould deny, they ſhould not only very raſhly, and withe 
out any ſure ground, condemn to Hell all their Fore-fathers, 
and the reſt of the Chriſtian World, for above a Thouſand 
Years before Luther, ( not being well able to fave from 
this Cenſure, the Axtient Fathers, and innumerable other 
Learned Men, and Holy Saints, but ſhould alſo lay open 
a fair way to plain Atheiſm ; to the utter denial of Chriſt, 
and of God; as my Tenth, Eleventh, and Twelfth Quze- 
ftioxs, do very clearly demonſtrate, ; 
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And therefore I may, without danger of ſlander, affirm, 
That thoſe Proteſtants which deny Papiſtry to be 2 ſaving 
Religion, and hold that Papiſts are not faved, are neither 
of the beſt Learned, nor of the Wiſeft ſort, For if they 
were Learned, they would eaſily gather out of the Do- 
Arrine of the Scriptures, and the Hiſtories of the Chriſtian 
Church, that to deny Papiſtry to be a ſaving Religion, is 
to deny Chriſt, in efte&, as I have before ſhewed. And 
if they were diſcreet and wiſe, they would not 1ſo 
raſhly condemn, to the pit of Hell, the whole Chriſtian 
World ; together with their Fore-fathers, for ſo many 
hundreds of years, in which Papiſtry reigned over the 
World, without any firm ground, or urgent reaſon at all. 
Unleſs their own miſtaking, and ignorance, muſt be reputed 
a firm ground. 

For ſetting theſe aſide, ( by which their miF-informed, 
and miſ-guided Zeal, doth take Papiſtry to be that which 
it is not ) what can they bring firm and ſolid, to prove 
that Papiſtry is not a Goring Religion ? Will they ſay, 
that Papiſts are ignorant of, or do. not rely upon a certain 
ſpecial Faith, by which they eſteem themielves to be the 
Ele&t of God ; and to be Cock-ſure of Salvation ? Be it 
ſo. Neither did the Prophets, nor the Apoſtles, nor the 
Ancient Fathers, rely upon this ſpecial Faith, as is evident 
by their Lives : For they applied themſelves to Holy 
Works, to much Prayer, to frequent Faſting, to great Au- 
ſterity and Mortification, ſeeking by theſe means, to make 
ſure their Vocation, 2 Pex. 1. 10. and really working their 
Salvation in fear and trembling, as the Apoſtle adviſcth, 
Philip. 2. 12. For all which Labour, Care and Auſterity, 
this ſpecial Faith is a Szper/edeas, as is manifeſt by the 
Lives and Actions, of thoſe which rely thereon. 

Wherefore, if for want of this S;z-nouriſhing ſpecial Faith, 
Papiſts do periſh, both Patriarchs, Prophets, Apoitles, and 
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the Ancient Fathers ; yea all the Saints and Holy Servants 
of God, which lived from Adam's time to Luther, muſt pe- 
riſh with them. For none of theſe were wr my with, 
orirelyed upon this ſpecial Faith. Otherwile there would 
have been clear, and manifeſt mention thereof, in the Holy 
Scriptures ; in which the Holy Ghoſt, not once or twice, 
but moſt frequently would have inculcated the ſame, if it 
had been ſo needful, that without it, Men could not be 
ſaved. But ſeeing that in all his Divine Word, he hath 
made no clear mention thereof, Papiſts cannor be in dan- 
ger, for not relying thereon. But rather thoſe which re- 
lye thereon, are in manifeſt danger of Eternal Perdition ; 
becauſe iri ſo weighty a buſineſs, as their Everlaſting Hap- 
pinels is ; they forſaking the received Doctrine of the Chr1- 
ſftian World, in the point of Juriſdiction, rely upon a meer 
chimerical Fiction of their own, as at their death they will 
find. | | 
What then ; will theſe Zealous Preciſians exclude Pa- 
piſts from Heaven, becauſe they commit Idolatry * But 
this foul and fooliſh Crime, Papiſts do no where commit, 
but in theſe Mens miſtaking Brains, as is evident to all 
that know what Papiſts believe. But Papiſts, they will 
lay, do Err in divers points of Religion ; and therefore 
they cannot be ſaved. But do not all Churches Err, in 
thele Mens conceipt ? Are not all ſubje&t to Erring ? Let 
them then either yield, that Erring Religions are laving ; 
or elſe let them boldly teach, That Jeſus Chriſt, hath not 
provided the World of any means of Salyation ; ſeeing he 
hath not eſtabliſhed therein, / as theſe Men imagine ) any - 
Religion, that is not Erring. By all which it is clear, that 
in theſe parts of the World, none do doubt, but that Papi- 
ftry is a Saving Religion, faving a few unlearned Preci- 
ſians, who doubt of this, but very indiſcreetly, as I have 
{hewed. $ 
ut 


| , ! % 

But on the contrary, all the Papiſts in the World, { who 
are far more in number, than the Proteſtants are, and real- 
ly far excel them in Learning, ) do not doubt, whether 


the Proteſtant Religion be Saving, or no ; but moſt firmly - 


hold, upon ſure and undeceiving Grounds, that it is not ; 
and that therefore nv Man can be Saved, preciſely by the 
help of this Religion, Which makes ſo many underſtand- 
ing Men and Women, that kuow it right well, forſake it, 
notwithſtanding that it is ſo eaſie, and ſo pleaſiing to Fleſh 
and Blood ; and to imbrace Papiſtry, far leſs agreeable to 
their Senſual Appetites, with ſo great hazard- of their 
Quiet, Preferments, Liberty and Goods. Which certain- 
ly they would never do, but to ſecure their Souls. Which 
ſecurity, if the Proteftant Religion were able to afford, no 
Man of Wit, here in England, would forlake the ſame, to 
become a Catholick. But no ſuch ſecurity is'to be found 
in this Religion, but rather certain danger of Eternal Per- 
dition, as all do find, that throughly ſearch into it. 

Neither are Papifts, for thus Cenſuryng of the Proteſtant 
Religion, to be a leſs- charitable, then thoſe Prote- 
ftants, which brand not Papiſtry with ſo hard a Cenſure : 
For the Caſe of Papiſts and Proteſtazts, in this Aﬀair, is not 
alike : Becauſe Proteſtants in believing, are at liberty, accor- 
ding to their own Poſitions ; in regard, That as they do not 
hold, that there is upon Earth any Un-erring Church, whoſc 
teaching all are bound to follow, under pain of Damana- 
nation : So they do not eſteem themſelves bound to believe 
ſtrictly, the teaching of any Church ; or to think, that 
Errors in Points of Faith do indanger Salvation. 

But Papiſts are not at the like liberty, becauſe they be- 
lieving, that the Catholick Church, ( which 1s no other than 
that Church, which being ſpread over the World, is joined 
in Communion to the Chair of Peter, ) cannot Err in her 
Do&trine of Faith, by reaſon of the continual aſſiſtance of 
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the Holy Ghoſt ; do eſteem themſelves bound to believe 
as ſhe teaches. And therefore becauſe this Church, ( guided 
by the Holy Ghoſt, and dire&ted by the Holy Scriptures, ) 


doth teach, that there is but Oe Faith, Ephel. 4. but Ore 


Fold, Joh. 10, That Chriſtian People are bound, under 
pain of Damnation, to Obey their Lawfal Prelates, Heb. 1}. 
And to hear the Voice of the Church, Matth. 18. And to 
liſten to the Ordinary Paſtors thereof, Luk. 10, And that 
they are in like fort bound to beware of falſe Prophets, 
that is falſe Expounders of God's Word ; to avoid Here- 
tical Teachers, ſuch as their Church hath declared, Prote- 
fiant Teachers to be : For theſe, and the like reſpects, Ca- 


tholicks do reſolutely hold, ( if they be ſuch as underſtand 


their own Religion, ) that by the help, preciſely, of the 


_ Proteſtant Religion, no Man can be ſaved. 


Which they hold not for want of Charity, but for Obe- 
dience to the Word of God, and to the True and Catho- 
lick Church of Chriſt, Let not then Proteſtants blame 
C atholicks, for believing as they do, ſeeing the word of 
God, and ſo great Authority doth force them thereunto. 
But rather let them blame themſelves, for following new 
Teachers, contrary to the Doctrine of the Scriptures ; and 
for diſ-uniting themſelyes, from the True and Catholick 
Church of Chriſt; out of whole Communion, there is No 
Salvation, as our Creeds do teach. 

By all which, it ſces to be clear, that the 0/4 Religion of 
the Chriſtian World, called Papi/try, wherein aſſuredly our 
Forefathers were Saved, is far a ſurer way to Eternal Hap- 
pincſs, then the ew and Proteſtant Profeſſion 1s ; in regard 
that all Learned Men agree, both Proteſtants and Papiſts, 
that Papiſtry is a Saving Religion : Whereas all Learned 
Papiſts, ( who are far the greater and the Learneder num- 
ber, ) upon ſure grounds affirm, That no Man can be Sa- 
ved by the help cf the Proteſtant Religion. 


Which 
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Which being ſo, I demand firſt, with what ſecurity of 
Conſcience, do Proteſtants hate, revile, tread under foot 
and perſecute the Old Religion, ſeeing it is a ſecure way to 
Salvation, even by the Judgment of all Learned Proteſtants * 
May any Man, without offending God, perſecute the 
Children of God, and ſeek to-ruine that Religion, by which 
the Holy Ghoſt doth Sanctifie and Save Souls ? Can this 
be accounted Charity towards God, Charity towards our 
Neighbour ? Nay, ſeeing that Proteſtants cannot deny, but 
that it 1s far the ſecurer, and ſ{urer way to Eternal Happi- 
neſs, to live and dye Papi/ts, than to live and dye Prote- 
ſtants; with what Chriſtian Piety, do Per/ecnting Prote- 
{tants, affict Catholics, for taking, . in the great Aﬀair of 
Salvation, ) the ſurer and ſecurer way ? 

Secondly, I demand, what Light of Reaſon, what Duty 
towards God, what Charity toward themſelves, doth lead 
Proteſtants, not to take the ſurer way tor their own Salva- 
tion, they having ſo juſt cauſe to doubt, that their New 
Proteſtant Profeſſion, is not ſecure ? Do they not know, 
that many Learned Catholicks have indured Impriſonments, 
Fetters, Tortures, Cruel Butchering of their Bodies, : and 
loſs of their Lives, rather than they would hazard their 
Souls, in the Proteſtant Religion? Do they not lee, that 
many Prudent, underſtanding, Generous, and Noble Catho- 
licks, did ſuffer diſgrace, indured Vexations, ſuſtained the 
Abridging of their Liberties, and loſs of their Goods, rather 
than they would hazard their Souls among them ? 


Moreover, do they not ſee, how little Unity in Doctrine, 
how little SanCtity of Lite, how imall Reſemblance, of the 
holy Life and Virtues of Chri/t, and of his Apo#les,how little 
immitation of the Aztient Fathers, there is in the Teachers, 
and prime Profeflors of the Proteſtant Religion? Do they 
not know how great a decay of Humility, of Charity, 
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of Chaſtity, of Sobriety, of Neighbourhood, of Fuſtice, of 
Fidelity, of Conſcience, the Protefant Belief hath brought 
into the World ? Do they not know, that falſe Teachers, 
are known by their Fruits ? And that there is but One Truth? 
All this they know and ſee ; and therefore if they will but 
conſult with reaſon, and not be lead by fancy, or blinded 
by affection ; they cannot but judge, that to live and dye 


' in the New and Proteſtant Religion, is. far leſs ſecure, tor 


their Souls, then to live and dye in the 0/4 and Catholick 
Faith : And conſequently, they cannot but know, that the 
tender care, which they are bound to have of their own 
Souls, and of the Eternal Salvation of them, doth put upon 
them a great obligation to become Catholicks, and to re- 
turn to the Faith of their Fore-fathers, ſo to ſecure thoſe 
their moſt precious Jewels ; which in their New Profeſſioz 
can never be truly ſecured, as the Doctrine of this little 
Treatiſe doth clearly demonſtrate. But rather they lye 
expoſed moſt certainly to the miſery of Eternal Perdition ; 
whereas in the Catholick Profeſsion, they may certainly 
{ſecure them, by the Judgement, not only of the whole 
Catholick Church of Chriſt ; but alſo of all Learned Prote- 
tants. 

4 To the Arguments, which ſupport the ſtrength of this 
Treatiſe, I could add others not of Inferior force, to de- 
monſtrate, the Happineſs of Catholicks , the Unhappineſs 
and danger of Proteſtants, ariſing from their Faith and Re- 
ligion. But that which hath been ſaid is abundantly ſuf- 
ſicient, to give Light to all, who willingly will not be blind. 
And therefore I here end my preſent endeavours for Truth 
and Peace : To which if any Proteflant will' frame an 
Anſwer. 

I require of him Firf, that he abſtain from Railing. 
Secondly, That he abſtain from Feigning, and from help- 
ing his Cauſe by Impoſtures. Thirdly, That by vain Im- 

pertinencies 


'.- [98] 


pertinencies, and Retorical Digreſſions, he ſeek not to loſe 
and to dazle the Eyes, of Weak and leſs Judicious Readers. 
 Fourthly, That he make not vain Flouriſhes, by Citing 
fome broken, or miſtaken Sentences, out of the Antient 
Fathers, againſt me, For I will not allow him to meddle 
with them, but upon two conditions. The one is, that 
he ſhall Tye himfelf, and his Church, toſtand to the Arbi- 
triment, of thoſe clear Lights of the Church of Chriſt, in 
points Controverted betwixt Catholicks and Proteſtants. 
For if he, will not be ſtinted by them, why ſhould I ? 

The other 1s, that he ſhall allow, the Ordinary DoCtors 
and Paſtors of the preſent Catholick Church, to be of equal 
Authority, with thoſe Antient V Vorthies , in matters ap=- 
pertaining to Faith ; not in matters Hiftorical. For thoſe 
Antients, are better VVitnefſes, of what the Apoſtles 
Tavglit and Practic'd, than thoſe which now live can be : 
But yer they are not furer Interpreters of Gods V Vord, in 
matters of Faith ; nor ſurer Explicators , and Propoſers of 
the Articles, of the ſame Faith ; than the preſent Doctors 
and Paſtors of the Church are. 

This may ſeem to ſome a Paradox; and yet it is no more, 
then-what the Rules of True Theology, do warrant me to 
affirm. For thoſe Antient Do&tors, were not ſure Guides 
in matters of Religion, by the ſtrength of their own V Vits, 
or Excellency of their Learning, but by the affiſftance of 
the Holy Ghoſt ; which neceſlary aſſiſtance, in explaining 
and propoſing Articles of Faith, the Ordinary DoCtors and 
Paſtors of the preſent Church, have. equally with them. 
' For Chriſt did not Promiſe, that the Gates of Hell ſhould 
not prevail againſt his Church, that the Holy Ghoſt ſhould 
abide with the Apoſtles, and their Succefſors, and Teach 
them all Truth, for four and five hundred years : Or for 
the time of the Primitive Church; but even for ever. And 
therefore the ordinary Do#tors and Paſtors of all Ages, are 
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equally aſſiſted by the Holy Ghoſt, and equally free from 
erring in mattters of Faith. 

Fifthly, I require, That my Antagoniſt aſſail me with no 
other Weapons, than what the Light of Reaſon, and the 
expreſs Text of Gods Word, will furniſh him withal : The 
expreſs Text I ſay, of God's Word : for I will not allow 
him to Interpret - Or accept of his -Interpretation, againſt 
the Interpretation of the Aztient Fathers, of the General 
Conncels, of the ever Viſible Church of Chriſt, unleſs he can 
prove, by manifeſt Miracles, that God hath ſent him into the 
World, to read us a new Divinity, and to Interpret his Di- 
vine Word, otherwiſe than his Antient Paſtors have done. 
Which things if he cannot perform, let him 1n ſilence at- 
tend to his own. Salvation : and making uſe of that Know- 
ledge, which he may learn out of this Treatiſe, let him time- 
ly return to the Roman Church, out of whoſe Communion 
moſt certainly, he will never be able to obtain Salvation. 
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APPENDIX. 


Whether the Apoſtles were Proteſtants, or 10. 


| mos generally conceive, and believe, that Jeſus 

Chriſt and his Apoſtles Preached and planted in the 

World, the Proteſtant Religion, even the very felt-ſame, that 

Proteſtants now believe and practice 3 and that they were. 

really Proteſtants, not in Name, but in their Belief and Pra- 

Qice: And that they inſtituted their Diſciples and Follow- 

* ers, that is, the firſt Chriſtiars, in the ſelf-fame Liberty of 

Mo - Goſpel, which Proteſtants now follow 3 and charged. them, : 
that with all Care and Diligence, they ſhould deliver this 
ſweet and eaſie Religion (which 1s fo pleaſing to Fleſh and 
Blood) to thoſe, who were to ſucceed them; that fo for ; 
ever it might be continued in the World, for the Salvation | 
of Mankind. . 


Thus, I fay, do Proteſtants generally conceive; and upon i 
the Truth of this Concetpt, they hazard their Souls, notwith- | 
ſtanding that they are not agreed, norcannot yet agreeamong 
themſelves, (which makes the matter very ſtrange, and the 
conceipt wholly improbable) whether the Apoſtles in thew 
Belief and Practice of Religion, were Lutherans, or Anabaptiſts, 
or Swinglians, or Calviniſts, or New Arians, or 2uakers, or 
Arminians, or Parliamentary Preteſtants, for each of theſe ſorts 

. or Branches of Proteſtants, lay Claim to the Apoſtles : and 
the Learned of each ſort, do bear their Followers in hand, 

That the Doctrine which they Teach, is the pure Light "= 
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the Goſpel, even the ſel-ſame, that the Bleſſed Apoſtles Be-- 
heved, Taught, and practiſed : and of this they are all cer-- 
tain alike. 


And ſo the conzeipt of Saxany, Denmark, Sweden, is, that 
the dpoftles were Lutherans. The Conceipt of ſome of the 
Cantoins of Switzerland 1s, that they were Swinglians. The- 
Conceipt of many in Morazia, and in Holand, is, that they 
were Anabaptiſts. 'The Conceipt of-erena,: of Srotland, of 
Puritans of England, -and of ſome parts 'of Germany, is, that 
they were Calviniſts. The Conceipt of divers in England and 
Holland, 1s, that they were 2nakers : And the Conceipt of 
the Proteſtant Church of England, is, that the Apoſtles were 
of the ſame Belief, and*prattiſed the ſame Worſhip of. God, 
that by AG of Parliament, 1s here ſettled and eſtabliſhed. 


| But to ſpeak the Truth, as it is impoſſible, that the Apo- 
files ſhould be of all theſe Beliets ; fo it is more than probable, 
that they were of none of them; but rather,thatall theſe Be- 
liefs are meer conjectural Concepts of zew Teachers, who are- 
wholly uncertain of what Belief the Apoſtles were.For if they 
werecertain,that the Apoſtles were of ſome one of theſe Beliefs, 


* they would all, doubtleſs, be of the ſame. But the Learned 


of the Proteſtants, being indeed altogether uncertain, and 
really ignorant of the Faith and Practiſe .of the Apoſtles, by 
cuefling thereat, ſo near as they can, they have divided 
themſelves into ſo many Branches, and into ſo many con-- 
trary Faiths and pradtiſes 3, each of them having nothing, but 
his own conjecture, to lead him to the true Light. of the 
Goſpel, and to the right Religion of the Apoſtles. 


But notwithſtanding, that Proteſtants do thus differ about 
Religion; and are uncertain of the Faith and prafice of the 
Apoſtles : Yet they will not, forſooth, have it deny'd, but * 
that the Apoſtles were Proteſtants; and that they —_— 
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the World, the Proteſtart Religion. And foit muſt be fap- 
poſed, that they Taught: That we are juſtified by Faith 


-only.: That we have not Free-mill in the works of Grace: 


'Fhat our beſt Works are impure, and-ſtamed with Sin: 
That we do not. merit by them, either Increaſe of Grace, 
'or Glory : That by Faith in Chriſt, we are freed from the 
Yoke of the Law, which is fuach as no man can keep; and 
therefore Chrift, having fulfilled it for us, our breach there- 
of, doth neither wound the Conſcience, nor endanger the 
Soul, | 7 


Moreover, according to this ſuppoſed Doctrine of the 
Apoſtles, we are not bound to confeſs our Sins to the 
Prieſts of God's Church : or to do pennance for them : no 
Works of ours being truly fatisfa&ory : Neither 1s Sin pu- 
mſhed any where after this Life, but in Hell ; and there- 
fore we need not fear any purging Flames, Chriſt having 
Paid for all. Furthermore, we are not bound 1m Conſct. 
ence to Faſt, or to abſtain from Fleſp, upon certain days, 


' according as the Church doth appoint, this being contrary 


to the Liberty of the Goſpel. It 1s likewiſe, vain, fooliſh, 
ſuperſtitious, to endeavour to gain Heaven by Prayer, Fa- 
ſting, Almſ-deeds; by a Holy and mortified Life 3 or to 
Vow Poverty, Chaſtity, and Obedience; or to eſteem per- 
petal Virginity Conſecrated to God, better, more noble, 


and more pleafing to God, than Marrzage. 


Again, according to the ſame ſuppoſed Apoſtolical Do- 
&rine, the Church of Chriſt 1s ſubject to Erring, in her Do- 
Grine of Faith; and therefore we are not tyed, to believe 
as ſhe Teaches, further than we eſteem her Doctrine, to 
agree with the written Word : for to be ſo tyed, is againſt 
the Liberty of the Goſpel. Againſt which Liberty alfo it is, 
that Bifbops and. Prieſts; ſhould be tyed to live Chaſte'and 
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Single Lives. Laſtly, all ſorts of Proteſtants, faving Lathes 


rans, eſteem the Apoſtles to have believed, and taught that 
the Excharift is not the true Body and Blood of Chriſt, but 
a Figure or Remembrance thereof. And ſo they conſe- 
quently hold,. that Chr:## left no true and proper Sacrifice 
to be daily offered in his Church 3 nor no true Prieſt-hood 
which cannot ſubſift without a true Sacrifice. 


This-is the Conceipt of Proteſtants in general, rea), or 
pretended : Real, it may be, of the ignorant and ſimple: 
but pretended only, I believe, by the Underſtanding and 
Learned: For theſe cannot but know, that it the Apoſtles 
indeed, had been Proteſtants, and really had Preached, 
ſpread, and ſettled amongſt the Nations of the Earth: (to 


' Which they Preached in A/ia, Emnrope, and Africa) the 


Proteſtant Religion, which 1s ſo. cafie and fo pleaſing to 
Fleſh. and Blood ; that the fame had- continued infallibly, 
at leaſt for ſome while, in the following Ages ; and that it 


could not poſhbly,morally ſpeaking 3 fo, upon the ſidden, 


have been caſt aſide, and extinguiſhed, 1n all places at once, 
but that there would have remained illuſtrious Memory 
thereof, at leaſt in ſome of- the. primordial Churches ;.in 
ſome of the Countries, Provinces, or:Cities, where the Apo- 


files Preached. This I think,no underſtanding man will deny. 


1. Becanſe the firſt Chriſtians were zealous Followers, and 
Imitators of the Dodrine, and manners of the Apoſtles, of 
whom they had a high- eſteem ; as alſo of their Dodrine, 
which they knew the Apoſtles had confirmed, by many 
true and Divine Miracles. | | 


_ 2. Becauſe they were very careful of their own Salvation, 
as 1s evident, by their admirable Conſtancy, in ſuffering 
Loſſes, Tribulations, Torments, yea terrible Deaths in the 

cruel 


cruel and bloody Perſecutions raiſed againſt them by the 
Roman Emperours, for the ſpace almoſt of Three Hundred 
Years: How then is it likely, if thus they ſuffer'd to fave 
their Souls, that they would wilfully caſt them away, by 
forſaking the true Religion of Chriſt, which his Bleſſed Apo- 
files had planted, and fo firmly fettled amongſt them, to 
follow-another of their*own inventing 2? Eſpecially ſeeing, 
that living ſo near the time of our Sav7oxr, and of his Apo- 
files, they could not be ignorant, what Religion, He and 
They, had Taught and Planted. Did they more eſteem 
of the Religion: of Chriſt, than of all their: Worldly Con-: 
tents, and prefer: the Profeſſion thereof; before their own: 
Lives, and yet did they wittingly, and willingly abandon, 
and forſake it, .not for .the good and ſafety, but even to 
the certain perdition of their Souls 2. Who will ſo judge, but: 
miſled, and blinded Souls ? - 


3. Becauſe ſuch-a change as this, in the Religion of Chriſt, 
which is the Heart and Marrow of his Church, is direQly' 
contrary to. the predictions of the Prophets, and Promiſes 
of Chriſt himſelf. For Dariel foretold, cap. 2. and cap. 7. 
That the Kingdom, that is, the Church of Chriſt, ſhould 
ftand for ever, and ſhould rever be corrupted. Iſaias fore. 
told, cap. 59. that the Word and Spirit of God, ſhould ze-- 
zer depart - from the month, that 1s, from the teaching of 
the Church; Chriſt promiſed,” Mat. 16; that the Gates of 
Hell ſhould never prevail againſt his Church': . that the Holy | 
Ghoſt ſhould abide.with his Apoſtles for ever, that is, with 
them and their Succeſlors, ever to the end of the World, Joh: 
cap. 14. and ſhould teach them: all truth, John, cap. 16. All 
which had been falſe, if the Proteſtant Religion, planted 


by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, by the Folly and Wickedneſs of 


the Succeſlors of the ſame Apoſtles, had been reje&ed and 
abandoned, as Proteſtants imagine, and Papiſtry brought in, 


inſtead thereof. 5. The. 


4 
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5s. The umpoflibility of ſuch a change, 1s clearly ſhewed, 
and plainly convinced, out of the natural Inclination, and 
common cuſtom, of all Societies of; men:;/ which 1s; -as 
evident/experience doth teach, rather to deſcend, then af- 
cend 3 rather to fall, than to riſe ; rather to flide to looſe- 
neſs, and to more liberty, than to Aſpire to more (trictnels, 
and to greater Sandity 3 unleſs the ſpecial Grace of God 
do ſtay them, -and-incite, and fiir them up, which muſt. 
not be here admitted of; becauſe God by his Grace,dothnot 
uſe to draw men from the pure Lieht of theGoſpel,toembrace 


falſe and erroneous Do@rine, and to tollow ſrperſtitions-and 


[dolatrons praiſes; as Proteſtarts imagine Chriſtians to have 
been drawn in the premetive Church. And therefore it can- 
not be deny'd, with any colovr of Truth, but that good 
Diſcipline, Conſcientions Dealing, virtuous courſes, ſtriFneſs: 
of Life, and the praFice of Godly Aﬀions, do rather de- 
cay by tra& of time, than get ground, and increaſe in all 
Communities and Societies of Men : And on the contrary, 
Liberty, Eaſe, Idleneſs, Senſuality, do ever rather increaſe, 
than decay, and vaniſh away of themſelves, as evident ex- 
perience doth teach : For as the Poet faith, ferdimmns ire 
vetitum ſemper cupimuſque negatas We tend toward things for- 
bidder ſtill, and covet things denyed. | 


This is manifeſt 3 Firſt, by the decay of good Order, 


of honeſt and upright dealing in Commonwealths 5 which 


hath cauſed ſo many new Laws, ſo many new Orders and 
Statutes, to have been made, Decreed and Enacted by Su- 
pream Authority, to repreſs the bad and vicious Inclinati- 
ons of men. | 


2. By the decay of Ecclefraſtical Diſcipline, from time to 
time, in the. Church of Chriſt, which hath occaſioned the. 
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Pious Endeavours of ſo many 'Zealous and ' Apoſtolical 
Preachers, of ſo. many Holy Bifſhips, of ſo many Godly Ex: 
peranrs, Kings and Prizces, to reformand reſtore the ſame, 
by the help of Gezeral, of National, of Provincial Conn - 


cils. 


a 


3. By that, which hath happened to moſt of the Relig- 
ous Orders of the Catholick Church : For although theſe Ho- 
ly Congregations, have ever begun with great Zeal and Fer- 
your, and have been furniſhed with ſpecial Helps to con- 
tinue the ſame. yet through. Humane Frailty, by tra& of 
time, they have ſo fallen off, that Reformation hath often 
been needful, 


4. In Cities, in Colledges, 1n particular Families, Reforma-- 
t7on 1s often, and vigilancy of Superiours, is ever needful. 
Yea, who is it, though never ſo Saintly, though never ſo 
well inclin'd and accuſtomed to Virtue, that finds not, 
that his Inclinations have ever need of repreſling, and his. 
Manners often of Refining 2 


x. The ſame appeareth evidently in all the Nations of f: 
the Earth, which hitherto have been Converted to Chriſt, | 
which ever, by degrees, fall from their firſt Fervom, Zeal, 
and Devotion, of which we have a clear example in the 
Word of God, Rev. 2.4. 1 have againſt thee, ſaith Chriſt 
to the Biſhop and Church of Epheſus, 4 a things, becauſe 

- thou haſt left thy firſt charity : Be mindful therefore from whence 
thou art fallen, and do pennance, and do thy firſt Works, &c. 
If Pennance was needful ſo quickly ; if even 1 the times of 
the Apoſtles, Charity, Zeal, Fervour, Sanity, decayed 
among Chriſtiaz people, how.much more afterwards, in the - 
Ages following ? 
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How ther is it ſo much as'probable, yea rather, how is 
it not altogether improbable, and even incredible, that 
the :Chriſtians of the Primitive Church, through all the 
World, of themſelves, of their own accord, without any 
Warrant from Chriſt and his Apoſtles, but rather contrary 
to His, and their Do&rine and Pradice, without any good 
to themſelves, yea even contrary to the Eternal Good, and 
ſafety of their Souls 3 did caſt afide, fall from, abandon 
the eaſfe, belly-pleaſing, and ſweet liberty of the Proteſtant 
Goſpel, to embrace and praftice the hard, harſh, auſtere, and 
wrortifying Diſcipline of Papiſtry. 


In ſach ſort, that negle&ing the DoFrine of Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles, and the example of their Lives, yet freſh in 
memory amongſt them, they fell to believe, contrary there. 
unto, as Proteſtarts imagine, that we are juſtifyed, not by 
Faith only, but by Fazth, Hope, Charity, andother DivineVir- 
tres 3 that we have Free-will in the Works of Grace; that 
Works of Grace,done 1n the ſtate of Grace,do truly merit the 
increaſe of Grace and of Glory; That weare bound, under pain 
of Damnation,to keep the Commandments of God, by abſtai- 
ning from all great and mortal Sins,fuch,as are the Profeflion 
of falſe Religions, the denyal of the Truth, Perjury, Murder, 
Fornication, Theft, 1 a notable quarttity, Conſenage, Uſury, 
and the like; that we are able to keep them, by the help 
of Divine Grace; of which God, for the merits of our S4- 
viour, doth meaſire to every Man a ſufficient quantity. 


That weare bound, under pain of Dammation, to Con- 
fels all our mortal Sins, ſo far forth as with reaſonable Di- 
ligence,we can call to mind, to ſome lawful Prieſt or others 


That we are bound under the fame Penalty, to reſtore all 


Goods and Lazds anlawfully gotten 3 to Faff, and to ab- 
ſtain from Fleſh, as the Church appointeth and commandethz 
: That 


as 3 
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did: wonderfully flouriſh amongſt them, - Infomnch, that 
Sebaftianus Francus, a Learned Anabaptiſt, ſearching moſt 
curiouſly ampng the Writers/'of former Ages, after the Pro- 
teſtant Rokigivn, and finding no Footſteps thereof in all An- 
tiquity, even up.to the Apsſtes times, he freely and -bold- 
ly affirmeth, in-his Epiſtle, of abrogating all Eccleſiaſtical - 
Statutes, That preſently after the Apoſtles times, all things 
were turned upſide down, &c. and thitt for certain, through the 
work. of Antichriſt,s the External: Church, together with the 
Faith and Sacraments, vaniſhed away, preſently after the Apo- 
ſtles departure, ' Into which. Blaſphemy, this Learned Pro- 


' teſtant would never have- fallen, if he could have found 


any certain ' ſigns of the Proteſtant Religion among the Pr7- 
mitive Chriſtians, which lived preſently after the Apoſtles :. 
or could have inclined his Conſcience to outface the 
matter, with ſtout lying,. as many: of his Fellows do, to 
conceal the Truth in this point, fram the Eyes of well-mea- 

ning People. | | | 


The ſame in effect, is affirmed by Czlizs Secundus Curio, 
a Learned Proteſtant allo, in his Book of the Amplitude of 
the Kingdom of God, Lib.I. pag. 4.3. Are we ignorant, faith 
he, in how great Darkneſs and Blindneſs the World hath con- 
tinued, almoſt from the Apoſtles: Age, to theſe our times, in 
which, beyond all expe&ation, the Lord hath begun to manifeſt 
kimſelf 2 The Proteſtant Author of the Book Entituled,. 
Antichriſtus, or Prognoſtica finis mundi, pag. 13. affirms like- 
wile, That from the Apoſtles times, till Luther, the Goſpel 
had never open paſſage. x 


To that there can no doubt be made, but that the firft 
Chriſtians, who lived preſently after the Apoſtes, did for- 
ſake and abandon the eafie, pleaſing, and ſweet Liberty 
of the Proteſtazt Religion (if ever they. were taught it by 

| . the 
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the Apoſtles) and fell of themſelves, through all the world, 
to believe and praftice the hard and harſh Diſcipline of 
Papiſtry, contrary to the cuſtom of Mankind. The which 
how improbable 3 yea, how impoſſible it is > Who is fo 
ſenſeleſs, that he doth not fee > Which improbability, and 
moral impoffibllity,will appear yet much moreclearly;if we 
take into onr conſideration, that not only a few ignorant 
People, muſt be thought, thus to have neglefed and aban- 
-doned the DoFrine and Diſcipline of Chriſt,and of his Apo- 
ſiles, (if that indeed was ſuch, as 1s now believed and pra- 
Ctiſed by Proteſtants) and to have preferred, without any 
neceſſity, without any Utility, yea, with manifeſt peril of 
their Souls, Faſting before Feaſting 3 Pernance before Plea- 
ſure; Labour before Baſe; conrſe Dyet before Dainties 5 
hard Corches before Beds of Down's rough Hair-cloth before 
ſoft cloathing 5 a mortified, "chaſte, and” ſingle Life, before 
the delights of Wedlock,; ſeeking fooliſhly, as Proteſtants 
imagine, to curb and bring under. the Appetites of the 
Fleſh, and to. rid themſelves of the moleſting temptations - 
thereof, rathe? by ſevere, harſh, and cruel uſage of their 
Bodies, than by the pleaſing remedy of a Female Conſort, 
as Proteſtant Miniſters uſe to do. 


Not only, I fay, the ignorant and vulgar ſort, muſt be 
thought, thus to have negleQed the ſweet liberty of the 
Proteſtant Goſpel (it ever the Apoſtles had ſettled them in 
it) and to have embraced fooliſhly and madly the hard 
and ſevere Diſcipline of Papiſtry : but the better ſort allo, 
even, the Learned and Holy Fathers of the primitive Church, 
(ach as were Dioniſmms, Ignatius, Cyprian, Athanaſins, Baſil 

he Great, Gregory the Divine, Chry/oſtome, Hrerowr, Am- 
aſe, Auguſtine, and others, the chief and principal Lights 
{after the Apoſtles) of the Church of Chriſt. All which 
were either real PraCtiſers , = Praifers of — / 
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Diſcipline, of the. chaſte and ſingle life, of vowed Virgi- 
ity, and the likez-which they would never. have done 
moſt certainly, if theſe things had been contrary to the 
Dotrine and praFice of Chriſt, and of the Apoſtles, and 


againſt the true liberty of his Divine Goſpel, of which they 


could not be ignorant, being fo excellently skilled in the 
Scriptures as they were; and living. fo near the times of 
thoſe Blefled Founders of the Chriſtian Religion 3, as they: 
did. i 


And fo the Do@rine and. iſcipline of the Ancient Fa- 


thers,and of the Chriſtians of the primitive Church, (which 
really was the fame in ſubſtance, that is now in ule in the. 
Roman Church) do, evidently convince, that the 5 cg 
were not Proteſtants, neither in, Dorine, nor in PraZice 3 
but rather, that truly an xeally they, were Papiſts, in re- 
ard that they were ſtrict PraQtifers and Teachers of thoſe 
many points in Papiſtry, which ſo clearly ſhined in their 
Diſciples and Swcceſſors, the Paſtors and People of the pripri- 
tive Church: which is {6 certain out of the DoFrine.of the 
Antient Fathers, and other Records of Antiquity, that it 
cannot be denyed, with any colour of Truth. And there- 
fore the Conceipt of thoſe Proteſtarts, who imagine, that 
the Apoſtles practiſed and taught -the eaſe Diſcipline and 
Belly-pleaſing liberty of their new Goſpel, is but a meer 
fancy, a vain and empty. Dream, there being no colourable 
ground thereof at all : neither in the Word of God ; nor 
in the Records of Antiquity. 


Out of which Records, how little may be expected, to 
prove. that the Apoſtles were Proteſtants, doth ſufficiently 
appear, by that which hath'been ſaid : For if by them it 
doth appear, as moſt certainly it doth, that mwwch Faſting, 
great. auſterity of life, Monaſtical Diſcipline, the vowing of 

| | Direwit; 


Virginity, of perpetual chaſtity, and ſingle life in the Clergy, 
did greatly flouriſh among the -#77/# Chriſtians; what Hop 

can there be, to gather from thence, that the Apoſiles were 
Proteſtants ? certainly, none at all. | 


And as for the Scriptures, as from: thence; we may eaſily 
cather,that the Apoſiles were Papiſts : So we find not there 
the leaſt.Sign, that they were Proteſtants. For it, as Rea- 
ſon diftates, we will judge of their Fazth by their practice; 
we cannot admit, that in Faith they were like the Prote- 
ſtants, ſeeing, that in their practice they were plainly Pa- 
piſts. For they lived perpetually Chaſte ; yea,and it ever 
any other, they alſo Guelded themſelves for the Kingdon: 
of Heaven, by a Vow of perpetual chaſtity, according to the 
Counſel of our Saviour, given Matth. 19. 12. They forſook, 
all to follow Chriſt, and to attain to perte&ion, according 
alſo to the Counſel of Chriſt given, Matth. 19. 21. asSaint 
Peter doth confidently profeſs, Math. 19. 27. whereby they 
practiſed both Poverty and Obedience : Poverty, in forfaking 
all: Obedience, in following Chriſt : wherem they were 
ſo exac&, that they doubted not at -his appointment, to 
leave both Conrntry and Friends, and to expoſe both them- 
ſelves and their Lives to infinite Labours and Hazards; 
while they enterprized the Converſion of the Gentiles from 
their carnal and inveterate Idolatry, to the Holy and Di- 
vine Religion of Chriſt. And therefore we may:truly ſay, 
that the Apoſtles were Religions Men, even ſuch as are in 
the Catholick Church, practiling Poverty, Chaſtity, and Obe- 
dience, and imitating thereby, in an excellent manner, their 
Bleſſed Maſter, who was ſo poor, that he had not where- 
on to repoſe his Head, Lake 9. 58. So Chaſte, and fo great 
a. Friend of .Chaſtity, that even he would be born .of a 
Virgin : and.ſo Obedient (as he was Man) to his Heavenly 
Father, that he gave his Life at his appointment, for the 

| Redemption.. 
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Redemption and Salvation of Mankind, Phzlip. 2. 8. By 


the praQices of which excellent Virtues, this Bleſſed Lord 
laid the Foundation, of the Regrlar, or Religions Life (con- 
fiſting chiefly in the profeſſion and due obſervance, of per- 
petual Poverty, Chaſtity, and Obedience) ſo much prafticed 
afterwards in his Church : For from him, as from the Origt- 
nal Fountain, the ſame hath hitherto flowed, and doth yet 
* flow with ſo full a Stream, in his true and Catholick Church < 
For the Vowing of theſe things'had never been of © high 
eſteem, and of ſo frequent uſe among the Ancient and 
T earned Fathers, and the choiceſt pieces of Chriſtian San@i- 
ty, had it not been the neareſt imitation of the Holy and 
mortified Life of Chriſt : and of the praGtice of the-Apo- 
files, of John the Baptiſt, of Elias. | 


To which practice of the Apoſtles, if we add their fre- 


quent Praying, A&. 2. 42. AG. 12. 5. AZ. 10.9. and 
their often Watching, and much Faſting, A@. 14. 22. 
2 Cor. 6. 5. 2 Cor. 11. 27. it will manifeſtly appear, that 
"they were as far from being Proteſtants, as Monks and 
Fryers now are: Theſe things being wholly out of uſe 
amongſt Proteſtants, arul not only contrary to the Liber- 


ty of their new Goſpel, but even fruitleſs, vain, ſuperſti- 


ous toys, according to the Tenets and Principles thereof. 
-By all which it ſeems to be manifeſtly Convinced, that the 
Apoſtles of our Saviour were not Proteſtants, but rather tru- 
ly and really Papiſ#s, Both in their Belief and pradice ; 
their outward practice ſhewing their inward Belief; accor- 
ding to that of our Saviour : Out of the abundance of the 
Heart the month ſpeaketh, Mat. 12. 34. 


But if any Proteſtants will be yet ſo wilful, that he wil 

- maintain, againſt manifeſt Reaſon, that the Proteſtant Re- 
tigion was 1n the times of the Apoſtles, though afterwards 
C,- 
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it appeared not in the World, till Luther reviv'd it: I 
muſt tell him, that this doth not only prove, that the Pro- 
teftant Religion is not the true Religion of Chriſt, which muſt- 
ever be extant i the World, for the Salvation of Souls: 
but further alſo it ſhews, that it 1s a very vile and zaughty 

. Religion 3 ſeeing the whole Chriſtian World did fo ſoon 
forſake and caſt it aſide: notwithſtanding, that it is ſo caſie 
and fo pleaſing to the Carnal Appetites of men. And fo 
Proteſtants cannot reap much true comfort, by iniagining, 
that their Reljgio was in the times of the Apoſ?les; ſeeing * 
all the Arntient Saints and Learned Fathers, yea, even the 
whole Chriſtian World thought it not worth the regarding. 
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With ſome uſeful Remarks on the Commons proceedings in the laſt Parliament ar 
"Weſtminſter, ina Letter roa Friend. Price 6 d. K YO. 
 Fanua Scientiarum ; Or, a Compendious IntroduRion to Geography, Chronotogy, 
CPs. Hite; - Philoſophy; and all gentile ſorts of LITERATURE. Price 
ound 1 $5, | "OG he 
The Stare of the Church Afairs in this Iſland of Great Britain, under the Go- 
vernment of the Romans and Britiſh Kings ; Written by a Perſon of Quality : 
And publiſhed by Authority -: price 4 5. * | : 
The Succeſſion, of the Church and Sacraments, from-Chrift and his Apoftles. to 


E : Greek.and Latine Churches: price's d. 7 
| A brief Explanation of ſeveral Myſteries of the #. Maſe, and of the Adions 
X , of the Prieſt Celebrating : Very neceſſary for all Roman Cacholicks,: for the berter 
I underſtanding thereof: - Together with certain Refle&ions upon the' Apoſtles 
# Creed, touching the-B. Sacrament 3 and alſo divers Meditattonsand.Prayers both 
before-and afrer Communion : price 1 s. : : 
©, Popery - 3 BO : Or the Papiſts cleared from the falſe Aſperſion of Idolae 
try :- price 4 d, © | | 
| oh Papiſt Miſrepreſented and Repreſented : /Or a two-fold CharaQter of Pope« 
ry, (Fc. price 1 S. | | | 
"  Ords Recitandi Divini Officii, pro Anno Domini"1687. price 6 d. 


A Net for the Fiſhers of Men; being the ſame which Chriſt gave to his Apoſtles ; 


Wherein the points controverted betwixt Catholicks and all Searies, are briefly 
vindicated by way of Dilemma : By two Gentlemen Converts: price 4d: 

An Explanation of the Holy Ornaments and Ceremonies which: the Prieſt uſes 
ar Maſs : price 2d. 4 


A Sermon Preach'd before the King and Queen in their Majeſtie's Chappel at 


F + | Sr. Zame's, on Sunday; OFob. 24. 1686. By the Reverend Father Dom. W. Marſh, 
3 Monk of the Holy Order of Sr. Bened! : ” 7: om in Ordinary to his Majeſty, 
Publiſhed by his Majeſties Command : price 6 d. | | 
A Sermon Preach'd before their Majeſtie's in their Chappel at Sr. Famee's the 
25th Sunday after Pentceſt, Nov. 17. 1685. By Fohn Dormer of the Sociery of 
BY Feſws : price 6 d. 
FE. A Sermon Preach'd before their Majeſties in their Chappel at Sr, Zames's the 
Tag . 24 FE: in Adyent : Dec. 6. 1685, By Fohn Dormer of the Society of Feſt : 
the price 6 d. | | 


. 


-A Sermon of Judgement Preach'd before the Queen Dowager in Her Majeſties , 


- Chappel ar Somerſet- Houſe, on the firſt Sunday in Advent,” being the 27thof No- 
wvember, 1686. By Fohn Dormer of the Society of Feſus : . price 6 d. All Pyb- 
liſhed by his Majeſties Command, i x7 

A Sermon Preach'd before the King and Queen at their keg at St. James's, 
- on the Feaſt of the Holy Patriarch St, Benner. By' F. Croſs © 
..- of St. Francis. 


An gpSogy for the Contemplarions on the Life and Glory of the Holy Mother.” 
ewing the Innocency, Equity, and Antiquity of the Honour ang 


- of 'FESU S o / 
« Yeneraion giveento Her by the Holy Catholick Church, By :F. C. 
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SOS 


the end of the World,cleared, and ſtated,according tothe Antient Dodrine of the: 


the Holy Order 


--u5 SEE TORS, Fo 4h. "= On IO NY 
4. 


\ 


